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You Five 1n particular, viz. AW. 
E.T. M.F. B.P. & EF. une. 
. to whom this is more eſpecial- - 
ly intended to be delivered, 


FRIENDS, | | 
OT in Afﬀeil ation to be Populer ( for that I do-wot 
| defpire) but in obedience to Chriſt Feſis, my Loxd © 
4nd Maſter have Ipen'd this matter ; that ſo the Innocer 
cy of hit Truth and People may more conſpicuouſly appear. 
Neither have 1 fondly defired t» get my Name in 

Print 5 for tis wot. Inky Charafter can mate. 4. tint : 
ſuch muſt be ſanitified and cleanſed in Body, Soul epa Spi+ 
rit ; throw:h which they come to beprepared, God's King 
dom to inherit. — 

Wherefore | write unto you my Friends, That you may 
wot content your ſelves barely in an.outward Separation, *_ | 
whilft not holely ſeparated y 2am that within which is the. : 
Cauſe of Tranſpreſſion; towit that Adulterate Spirit of the, + | 
Man of Sin, that's got not only into the Pontifictal Chair at. 
Rome. (whence ſo many corrapt Cuſtoms, both: in worſBip . 
ana Prattice; are come: abroad iynto+ the Maria) - but "doth. 
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alſo fit upon the Throxe in the Hearts of many People, even 
ix this our Native Eind : Andtiis Spirit hath led Man 
into many Falſe Wayes and Forms infyis fafeWﬀCondition, 
whereby be hath firaged fromthe Right W ay of Reſtoragi- 
ow; whith Way being maie known to"a Remment, whoſe 
Minds are turned to Chrift 5 Light within (God's ſaving 
Power) theſe cannet but call to their Friends and Ac- 
quaintaence ts turn in hither ; | and therefore ieue 1 veex 
made to ſend this Friendly Iavitation «broad into the 
World, That People may be invited 'to that Feaft of 
Fat Things, ' which the Lord hath prepared for them 
that turn' in untohim : But more eſpecially doth It lie 
«pou me for you Five, trwhom 1 wrice this Epiſtle De- 
dicatory , #o /et you know, his Oxen and bis Fatlings are 
ready ; only come away, do not tarry: For 1 well know, 
dhis'ts the time of the Lord's Love toweras you, becauſenf 
the founding of his Bewels, which thave heard within me 
I knew they are wot reſtrained from you, becauſe of the 
eonfreint that he hath laid wpon me, which hath been ſo 
powerful, that my Beart hath been pained in me, 4nd my 
Soul bath been diftreſſed for you, and often have Ibeen 
- bowed down in Spirit,” yea, till | could hardly fland upon my 
Feet, until the Lord (whobowed me down) raiſed me up, 
and ſet before me « Door of Hope, whereat bis Priſoner in 
you may be bromht forth, which is that for which Goa 's 
Seed in me hath irevailed' through many Tribulations 
and now htving delivered me from that cruel Bondage of 
Corruption which once 1 groancd under,” this makes me 
reflleſs in my Spirit, that others may believe in that 1#- 
ward Power that's able to reſtne from the Fury of their 
Sowul's Oppreſſer : Yet 1 write wt this by way of Coms- 
Flint, as thiwgh 1 thought it a Wearineſs to ſerve 1 
Lor 
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Lord, in anſwering his Requiringsz 10, that I cannot 
think: for 1 muſt acknowleage, ſo gracious is he in hu 
Condeſcenſion, that he hath made this my Exerciſe become 
alſo wy Pivertion; yea, thepgh 1 was his Priſoner by 1s- 
diſpoſition-of Body, vccafion's through the Prefſureafi my 
Mizd, whilſt the weight of this Matter lay upon me, yet 
Iwiſbed for no walks of Pleaſure, nor was 1 weary of my 
Pain, the Reward given into my. Boſome, in returns of 
Peace and ſweet Security, that my Sou enjuys amidſt the 
diſturbing Fears and Perplexities that are abroad, us ſuf- 
ficient Recompence for all theſe light Afflict ions. 

What the ſubject Matter hereof is, read and you 
will finds wherein I have firſt endeauenred to remove 
the Stumbling. blocks from before you, and then te caft up 
the way of Truth for you, and that by Scripture Road, as 
you may read in thoſe cited Texts, which here heave been 
brought unte my Hands, without the Help of. Humane 
Concordance, 1 

Read in Charity, whit 1 have written in Humili- 
ty : knowing you are my Elders in years, 1 would addreff 
my ſe if unto you in al Chriſtian Manners but 1 dare met 
Flatter you, nor can I complementaly crave Excuſes of 
you: accept it therefore from me, who can truly ſay, For 
ſome time I have not been my own, the Lord having 
made me your Servant in this thing ; but now the 
Truth hath (in meaſsre) ſet me free, which alſo made 
we willing to ſerve you, 4s it gave me Ability ; vhet God 
might have the Ghry, and you the Profit of the © my Sps- 
ritual Labowrs ; T5 

Who am Your 


Faithful Friend 


Elizabeth Bathurſt. 
AN 


AN 


INTRODUCTION 


By way of 


PREFACE 


TO THE 


Enſuing Treadlle. 


A Y former Friends and Acquaintance, for 
whoſe ſakes this is written s it is to reRifie 
your Miſtakes about,and to inform you in that which 
ſome ſtick not to call 4 New Religion : But though 
the old Enemy of all Righteouſneſs has found this 
new opprobrious Term to aſperle and undermine the 
Truth with, bleſſed be the Captain of our Salyation, 
"he hath defeared him of his Deſign, and our of the 
Mouthes of Babes and Sucklings hath ordained Praiſe 
tohis own Name. For, let me:tell. you, my Fricnds, 
True Rehgion is of great Antiquity ; 'tis as:old as 
Abel, mhoby Faith offered ap a more excellent Sacrifice 
than Cain, by which he obtained Witneſs, That be was 
Righteous, God teftifying of his Gift; and by m_ 
997 eng 
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: being dead yet ſpeabeth, as you may read, MHeby. 11. 4: 
| And now I appeal to you, What Faith was this by 
which Abel pleaſed God? Was it not a living Faith, 
which God had wrought in him, and not a dead 
Faith, received by Tradition, of Man's teaching ? 
yet ſuck was the Nature and kind of it, that he did 
not only belieyein the true God his Creator, but alſo 
in Jeſus Chriſt his Redeemer, although he was not 
come inthe Fleſh then; yet doubtlefs Abel, as well 
as Abreham,law Chriſt's Day to come, notwithftand- 
ing neither of them had any Scripture Revelation of 
him : For Abrahem ſaw Chriſt's Day afar off, and re- . 
joyced, many Ages before the Scriptures were recor- 
ded; and by the ſame Faith, no doubt, Ae looked 
beyond the Firftlings of his own Flock, ro Chriſt 
the Firſt-bora of God, who was to be mage an Offer-. 
ng for Sin, as the Anti-type, which theſe typified; 
otherwiſe his Sacrifice had not obtained Acceptance 
with the Lord , for he is the Propitiation for our Sin, 
and through Faith in his Blood we come to know 
Remiſhon z which agrees to that of the Apoſtle, 
Rows. 3.35. 

_ Again, I appeal unto you, What Witneſs was it 
that 4be/ obtained of his being Righteous ? or how 
did G0d teſtific of his Gift? fince Moſes. who writes 
the Story in Gep. 4. 4, 5- (to whom the , 
Author to the Hebrews refers) gives us no V 3 wh 
farther account, but only this, The Lerd © 
had reſpefF ro Abel, and to his Offering; but to Cain, 
«nd to his Offering, be had xoreſpe?. Now I ask, How. 
was this manifeſted, or how came they to know u? 
how ſhould Abel know that his Offering was Kept 

| c 
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ed (fince Caix was as forward, yea, beforchand with 
| his Brother in offcringy* had not God ſignified it'to 
them by the Manifeſtation of his Spirit in them, even 
that ſame Spirit by which they came to know it to be 
their Duty to offer Sacrifice unto him : But Carr ftick-- 
ing in the Form, and not flying on the Wing of 
Fakth to Chrift, the one Offering, miſt the Mark'that 
ſhould have been aimed at by him. and for this cauſe 
God rejeQed both him and his Offering, as you may ' 
read in the followimg Verſes of this 4th Chapter of 
Geneſis; where the Lord expoſtulates the Cale with 
Cain, ſaying, Why art thou Wrath, and why # thy Coun. 
tenance fallen? if then dift well, ſhalt thou not be acceps 
Jed? but if thou drft wot well, Sin lieth at thy Door, So 
that it was for Evil-doing Caiz loft the Acceptance of 
his Offering ; which ſeems clear to me, that God bad 
no Reſpe@ to Abe! perſonally, more then he had rv 
Cziz, but as h: had an Eye to the promiſed Seed'to 
be accepted in, even Chriſt Jeſus, the Eternal Sen 
of God, in whom alone the Father. is well pleaſcd. 
And'it is alſo as clear to me (through the Openings 
of the ſame Spirit) That by the Spirit of his Soa in 
their Hearts, he gave Teftimony of their Gifts; to 
Abel, that his was accepted x and to Can, that bis 
was rejeted: for Cain muſt needs have a Manife- 
ſtation ;of the Spirit ; otherwiſe how ſhould he know 
it tobe his Duty to offer Sacrifice, 'as you may ſet he. 
did ? for we read not of any outwird Precept that ei-. 
ther of them had to\enjoynit. Now then, if it was 
a living ,in-wrought Faith, wr == Abel obtained 
Acceptance of. his Offering ; *and'if it was by an in-, 
ward” Marifeffatiol of the '$pirit;* by which” God' 
| gave 
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The INTRODUCTION. 
gave teſtimony thereof unto him ; if this be grant- 


©£d, I hope the Way of Truth will no lenger be 


Evil ſpoken of, which is the ſame now that it was in 
the Beginning. And this brings me to that which 
I chiefly intend, which is, as I ſaid, to reCtifie your 
Miſtakes concerning, and to inform you 1n, that 
which (I hope) you will ſee not to- be a New, but 
the Old Trae Religion, which 1s the Way of this 
People amongft whom I now walk, and deſire to 
walk, norwithſtanding they are accounted a Sect eve» 
ry where ſpoken againſt : I marvel got that the 
World hates them, ſince it hated him (to wit, Chriſt 
Jeſus) whom they have believed in, becauſe he tefti. 
fied therecf, that the works of it were Evil, (ce John 
7.7. And truly, my Friends, this is the Teſtimony 
this People bears this day againſt the corrupt Wayes 
and Practices of the World, both among Profeſſors 
and Prophane, telling of them plainly, That «ll Un- 
righteouſneſs is Sin, and for this cauſe, I know, were 
Power given into Mens Hands, they ſhould quickly 
be rocted out from amongſt them : But though they 
put no truſt inan Arm of Fleſh, yet they have a ſtrong 
Tower of Defence (even the Name of the Lord) 
whieh they run into, and are ſafe : This js their Mu- 
nition of Rocks, whereunto their Adverſe cannot 
climbup; and though they do what inthem lie to 
pull them out from thence, yet their Arm: is too 
thort to reach them, their Strength too weak to hurt 
them thcicPower of no force againftthem,whilſt they 
abide in this ſafe place, notwithſtanding great is the 
Wrath of the Enemy, who intends them Miſchief, 
ſo that what he cannot do by Power, he will ſeek ro 
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_ de bj Policy ; infinvating into the Minds of People,: 
That. thouzh' tis the Spirit of Truth which they pretend 


unto, yet "is a Spirit of Error that they are ted by ; which 


Suggeſtion of Satan has zaken place in the Hearts of 


ſo many, that were not the God of Truth engaged 
on their {ids, to perſwade people from this falſe Opt- 
nion coneerning them, it would ſeem an utter Impol- 
ſibility : But knowing and being well aſſured of this, 
(viz) That the Lord's Strength is made perte& in his 
Peoples Weaknels ; I, as one of the leaſt of the 
Thouſands of Zſrae!, have undertaken in his Name, 
to go forth againſt thoſe who haveriſen up againſt 
them ; though I know many are the cruel Mockisgs 
and hard Ufings from Prophane on the one hand, 
with evil Surmiſings and fevere Cenlurings from 
Profeſſors on the other, that hath been the Lot of 
this People to bear ; fome-of which from the latter 
of theſe (to whom I chiefly write) I hope has: not 
been ſo much out of DiſaffeQion to the Truth, as: 
Miſapprehenfion about the Principle of it; as belie- 
ving, that this People (in whoſe behalf I am now 
conſtrained to write) preach Damnable DoEQrine- 
the which I have heard reported of them; ſome ſay, 
ing. They deny the Scriptures; others ſaying, They de _ 
zy the Man Chriſt Feſms, with all the Benefits that by hi, 
Aﬀive and Paſſive Obedience, as alſo by his offering n 
of himſelf a Sacrifice to God for us. do thereby accrue t 
us, together with Fuſtfiication by Faith which is in bins," 
and the Imputation of his Rizhteouſneſs to Man; othrs + 
ſomewhat more modcrate, yet have affirmed, That 
whatever they may own 25 to the Death of Chriſt yet they 
dery the Reſurreition of his Body, and of the Buaies of 
| Bee. 
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Believers , fo thar they-have'faid, Though they dere not 
charge them with Dunnabl? Doitrine; yet certainly they 
are of very dangerous Opinions as concerning. Original 
Sin, and the Inſtitution of the Sacraments, and in Point 
of Free will, and Inherent Righteon[neſs, and in holding 
a Poſſibility of a Total Fall from True. Grace, and yet 
they plead, Perfection,, and_reckon themſelves infal uble 
(ſay they): for all :43; 7 and herein they liken them to 
the Papiſf, Thelc are ſome of the Foul Aſperſions, 
Falſe Acculations and Milreprefentations, that have 
been caſt upon this People, which 1 my- ſelf have 
been an Ear Witneſs of, and muſt needs confeſs ,' 
through the ReſpeEt I had to the ſplendid Pro fefſt- 
ons of thoſe that did help forward (at leaſt) the 
Report thereof, 7 have givex too much Credence to ſome 
of them ; lo that though I can truly ſay, I haveno 
Guilt to charge my ſelf with as to ſpreading theſe 
falſe Reports, yet my keeping too much ſilent hereto- 
fore, when I was convinced in my Conſcience I ought 
to have ſpoke, in anſwer to thoſe whom I might 
have contradicted in many of theſe falſe Accuſations, 
obliges me now to put forth this Yindication. 
 Andnow, my Friends, if I can demonſtrate to you 

how falſly this People have been accuſed, which I 
doubt not to receive Power from on high to enable 
me in, I hope to be believed when I come to ſpeak 
(according to the Meaſure of the Grace of God, which 
I have received) cencerning that Principle of true 
Religion, which through this People is promulgated. 

Willing I am co give you Satisfation in Matters 
whereon lo great Concerns are depending, and that 
the more, becauſe many of theſe things are Points 

| | Bs 2 wherein 
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wherein I my ſelf lately doubted ; concerning which 
when I came to a Solution of in my own Miad, I can 
truly ſay, I then was made willing to anſwer the 
Lord's Requirings, in taking up the Daily Croſs, 
which Jeſus Chriſt hath ſaid every one mult take up 
that will be his Diſciple ; and fo I hope may ſome of 
you, as the Lord ſhalt make way for his Truth's ta» 
king impreſſion upon your Minds, in this the Day of 
your Viſitation. 


Ss ſball the Deſire of her Sonl be auſwered, whoſe Spirit 
was exceedingly preſſed to write this Matter, 
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READER: 

T i forme time fince I {cr about this Treatiſe, hich 
makes me now think, that the latter parc hereof 
may ſeem to ſume to be unſeaſonable z for as ir ſwel- 
led beyond my intention, and took up more time in 
writing then I thought it would , lo allo hath it occa- 
fionally been hiadred from the Preffince ir hoth been 
wrote; in which time thoſe former Diſcourles,which 
were the occafion ofthe SabjeQt, may poſſibly be for- 
gotten by thote which ſpoke them ; but as they were 
afreſh brought into my Memory by the Remembran- 
cer, the Holy Ghoſt, .by which 1 was prelled in Spi- 
rit to give Axſwcr thereunto, and vindigate Truth 
therein (zhat ſo 1 might eaſethe PRESSWRE of my 
OPPRESSED SPIRIT) I havein ſome ſort fta- 
ted, and I hope ſatisfaCtorily anſwered the ſame: In 
which, *'tis like, I may. be thought prolix ; but I 
knew not how to comprize the Matter ſhorter, 'for- 
the truth is, though I at firft thought to have filled 
but one Sheet of Paper, when I ſet about it I ſaw a 
Field before me, which coft me ſome ſpiritual Travel 
before I got thorow. And now,left any ſhould think 
the Trace: too long to follow, I haye taken paigs to 
prefix and page Contents to every material Point, "that 
{o they may readily turn to that which they are moſt 

defirous to be at. 
The Book being divided into Three Perts, the firf 
_ '4$ inaaſyer to ſome-Controverted Points, ranked _ 
. (a) cr 
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| The CONTENTS. | | 
der Tex Heads: The ſecond treats of the PRINCIPLE 


OF TRUTH, what it is, from whom 1t comes, and 


whereto it leads : The third is a Confutation of - 
people's Falſe Opinions, conecraing the Manner how 
we have been convinced of the Principle of TRUE 
RELIGION. 


— 


——@©__ 


PART I. 


Chap. 1. Concerning the Scriptures, page r. 
Chap. 2. C oncerning the Humanity of Chriſt,&c. . 6, 
Chap. 3. Touching the Reſurrettion of the Body of Chrift, 


and of the Saints, P-I5. 
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Chap. 6. Touching Free will, P- 26. 


- Chap. 7. Concerning Inherent Righteouſneſs, p.28. 
Chap. 8. Concerning a Poſſibility of a Total Fall from 


True Grace, P. 3T. 

Chap. 9. Concerning Perfettion, _. P3537 

_ Chap. 10, Concerning Infallibility, P+ 383, 
PART I1. 


A general Deſcription of TRUTH's PRINCIPLE: 


| $.1. ts « PRINCIPLE of DIVINE LIGHT 42d 
LIFE of Chriſt Feſus.placed intheConſeience,@c.p.42- 
A more particular Relation of what the PRINCIPLE of 
TRUTH #s, ard what "tis. relted. in SETURE: | 
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$. 2. 'Tis the GRACE of GOD that bringeth SAL- 
VATION,ed hath appeared TO ALL MEN, p.43. 
'Tis the LIGH T of JESUS, who is that True LIGHT 
that lighteth every man that cometh intothe WORLD, 
| P. 44+ 
'Tis a Meaſure of the DIVINE SPIRIT, and a Man- 
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' hath alſo made become the Head aud Corner STONE, 


P- 59,60. 


SG. 3. 4 Account fromwhom thi true and inward PRIN 
CIPLE doth come. 

It comes from GOD (through Chriſt) 4s ſaith the Ape? 
ffle, 23 Cor. 4 6: | P» 62, 

Tonching the FALL of MAN, P. 63. 

And the way of Reftoration BY CHRIST the LIGHT, 
& ce. who is the Free Gift of the Father, for the Sale 
wation of por Sinners, P. 64+. 

And be hath manifeſted ſomething of this GIFT unto- 
ALL MEN &6y the Light of his Spirit WITHIN: 
for the Lord of the whole Earth is univerſal. and impar- 
Tial en bis Love 10.4 MANKIND, Pp. 66. 

Goncerning. 


Hnc CONTENTS. 
(Concerning the effect nal Operation of the Spirit (or Princi- 
ple of God WIEHIN) from p. 66. to p. 78. 
Tir LIGHT of JESUS i» the CONSCIENCE proved 
ro be no Natural Inſufficient Thing (44 ſome have ſought 
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A Confutetion of Peoples Falſe Opinions concerning the 
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of Chrifl wITHIN, re/ating to the Means whereby - 
CONVINCE 44 ##urn People to the ſame, p.85,&c. 


whereunte is aaded, anEpiſfile to the Ixte CONVINCED 
of TRUTH, P. 97» 
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CHAPTER I. 
Concerning the SCRIPTURES. 


% 


N the firſt place, 1 ſhall begin with the holy Scriptures 
|| which hath been ſaid by ſome, this People called Quakers 
do not own. 

Anſwer , That this isa great Slander,their many Writings 
and Declarations make manifeſtly appear, in which their Teſti» 
monies are all ſo conſonant, and agreeable to the Records of 
Scripture, that I never met with thelike amongſt any othes : 
And beſides this, I am well aſſured of it, not only from their 
own Witneſs of themſelves, but from the Witneſs of God in 
my own Breaſt, They do believe all things that are written in the 
Lew and the Prophets; ſo that thoſe which do ſo clamorouſly 
charge them, cannot prove the things whereof t':cy ſo much 
accuſe them. 

But then it hath becn replyed, viz. They own the Scriptures 
indeed, but "tis in their oxn Way; they believe them as they do 4 
woral Hiſtory; juft barely giving credit tothem, owning that they 
are Trutb;, but they do net believe they are the Word of God and 
the Rule of Faith and Life, 

. Asto this, 1 Anſner;, They do believe the Sciptrres, fo 
far as Scripture it ſelf requires Faith in it ſe'f ; that is, that they 
are able to make wiſe unto Salvation through Faith, —_ - 
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Chyiſt Jeus being given by Inſpiration of God, according to 
that 0! the Apoſtle, 2 T:m.3.15,16. And they do allo believe, 
That this fame Jclus here ſpoken of, who is fatd to be the Met: 
tenger of the Covenant, 41al.3.!. the lame, and not ano- 
thes, did Inſpire his Prophets and Apoſtles in writing of the 
Scriptures : Bat ſtillhe is the Word as well a3 the Wiſdom of the 
Father; and I ask, Where de the Scriptures themlelves declare 
any other ? Wnere do they ſay that they ave the Word of Goa? or 
the Rule of Faith and Life? Though | have heard it laid, that 
The Prophets Iſaiah, Jeremiah, Ezckiel, &c. often call their 
Propnecysby th: Name of the Word of the Lord , which lay ſome, 
is all one if we ſay the Word of God. Now luch I would adviſe 
to take a ſecond view of the Text, and then they may find, that 
the Prophets did not call their Prophecies and Writings The 
Word of the Lord (for they were the Lord's Words) he being 
The Word of the Lord, who revealed their Prophecyes unto 
them ; asfor inſtance, Ezek. 29. 1. ſays the Prophet there, 7 
the tenth year, in the tenth maneth, in the twelfth day of the moneth, 
came the Word of the Lord unto me, ſaying, &c. Sothen it was 
the Word of the Lord that came and ſaid unto him : the Pro. 
phecy was that which he ſaid. Son Feremiah ( Chap.7. v. 1,&c. 
old Tranſlation) *tis ſaid, The eras that came to Jeremiah from 
the Lord, ſaying, Stand in the Gate of the Lord's Houſe, and 
proclaim there thus Word; and ſay, Hear the Woyd of the Lord 
all ye of Judah. [Mark] The Prophet was to make Procla. 
mation of the Word of the Lord, that the Men of Z4dah might 
hear what he ſaid'; as it followeth, Th ſaiththe Lord, Amend 
your ways and your doings, and 1 will cauſe you to dwell in this 
place, &c. And this was hezas I ſaid before,who is the Mefſen- 
gerof the Covenant, appointed by the Father, to reveal his Se- 
crets unto his Servants, the Prophets, who came to Fereweh. 
with this Propheey : fo that it was not what he ſaid, but he him« 
ſelf, whoſe Name is called The Word of God, Revelat. 19.13. 
And this is that Word which came unto Abrahan ina Viſion, 
Gen. 15.1. ſaying, Fear not, Abrahams I am thy Shield, and 
thy exceeding great Reward : Unto whom in the very next verſe 
Abraham gives the Titles of Lord and God; whichproves the 
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Conerning the Scriptures, 6 
Word to be Eternal and Divine; but fo are not the Scriptures 
Eternal; for we know they had their Beginning in time : and 
though they are Words and Declarations of divine Things, yet 
muſt we diſtinguiſh between the Declaration, and tFat which i; 
Declared of, to as not to call them both by one Name. Thole 
written words (for Scripture fignifies a Writing) they are Pub- 
lications in Teſtimony of that Creating Word of Power by 
which the Worlds were framed; ſee Heb. 11.3. yet they do 
not declare, that the World was made by them; - but by that 
Eternal Word which was in the beginning,as its recorded ,Fohr 
1. 1. the ſame is that which liveth and abideth forever, 1 Per. 1, 
23. which Word 1s quick and powerful, and ſharper then any ' 
two edged Sword, piercing,cven to the dividing afſuncer of Soul 
and Spirit, and of the Joynts and Marrow ; and is a Diſcernex 


- of the Thoughts and Intents of the Hcart; neither is the re any 


Creature that is not manifeſt in his Sight; but all things are naked 
and opened unto the Eyesof him v.ith whom we have to ds, even 
as *tiswritten, Hebr. 4.11,13. This is that Word to whom the 
Scriptures dire&t us, 4s 4 Light unto our feet, and 


# Lanthorn unto our Paths, to guide our feet into tbe Foe IO 
_ Way of Peace; the very entrance of which giveth ro 9. 


Light ; yea, it giveth Underſtanding to- the 
Simple. So that the Scriptures themlelves, ſay not of them- 
ſelves, that they are the Word. of God, but that they bear 
witneſs of him, And this is he,who ſaid to thoſe great Scriptu- 
rians (namely, the Fews of old) who ſo greatly cxalted the . 
Scriptuxes, but had not tlie Living Word abiding in them; 
Search the Scriptures ;, for in them ye think, ye have Eternal Life; 
and they are they which te/iifie of me, faith Chriſt; but ye will 
not come to me that ye might have Life, John 5- 38, 39, 40. 
So her it may be ſten, thereis good Reaſon to diſtinguiſh be- 
tween the Written Words, the Writing or Letter, and the Living 
Word, "which is a Quick:ning Spirit. 

But-now, as to the othcr part of the Charge, which is, That 
thu People (of whom I am now writing) do not ownthe Scrip- 
tures tobe the linle of Faith and Life. 

In their behalf / A»/wer: They do own the Scriptures to 
be 
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be a Rule, as they dire unts him (to wit, Chr:i/?) who is the 
Obje@ of our Faith, and Lord of Light and Life : They do. 
alſo believe that the Scriptures are profitable, fox Dodtrine, for 
Reproof, for Correction, for InſtruQion in Righteoulnecls, th 
the Man of God may be throughly furniſhed unto every good 
Work, as faith the Apoſtle, 2 Ti. 3. 16,17, But yet fhlll ir 
is in Chriſt Jeſus, whom his People do believe; an4 he is the 
Rule by which they live, according to the Example of the A- 
poſtle, who ſaith, The Life that 1 now live in the fleſh, 1 live by 
rhe Faith of the Son of God, Gal. 2 20. He muſt needs be his 
Peoples Rule; for he 5s the Way, the Truth and the Life; no 
mas cometh tothe Father but by him, John 14.6. And 'ti: his Sps- 
rit that leads into all Truth, Joh. 16.13. even that Spirit which 
ſearcheth all things, yea,tbe deep things of God, as ſaith the Apo- 
ſtle,1 Cor.2. 10.which Spirit reachet hthem of alt things,and bring- 
eth all things to their Remembrance, according to Chriſt's Pre= 
miſe, Fohn ' 4.26. Thercfore the Spirit of Chriſt, is the Ru'e 
of his Peoples Faith, and the Guide of their Life; yet Coth not 
this Cetrat from the Scriptures, nor the Eftemation of this 
People (called Quakers) concerning them; for 1 know they 


do believe, that whetſoever things were written fore time, were 


written for our Learning, that we through Patience and Comfort 
cf the Serigtures might have Hope, as 'tis recorded, Rom. 15.4. 
So that it appears, the Scriptures are owned of them, and are 
believed by them, and are practiſed amongſt them; but they 
dare not aſcribe them that Glory which is due to God, nor ex- 
a!t them above his Son Chriſt Jeſus, nor prefer them in hi Spi- 
rit's ſtead ; neitl er yet is it any Derogation from the Scripturee, 
ro exalt Chriſt and his Spirit more than they; for Scriptures 
themſelves cxalt Chriſt and the Spirit above themſelves : 
{o that it is not in any ſlight or difre'pe& they have te thoſe holy 
Writings, wherefore they co not callthem the Word, and the 
Rule of Faith and Life; but, as they have declared, *Tisfrom 
that reverend regard they owe and ought to bear to Chriſt Jeſus, 
the great and eminent Word of God, to whole Spirit all Scrip- 
ture-DireQions, in Matters of Salvation, refer us, as to an 
Infllible Rule and Guide : They dire& us thereunto, that we 
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may not live in them, but in him, who is the Author and Dil- 


.penier of them Thus. —_ the: Scriptures are granted ta 


be a Righteous Rule, 'and'of Divine Diſperſation (for che Pro# 
phecy came not in old time by the will of man, but holy men of God 
ſpoke as they were moved by the holy Ghoft, even as the Apoſtle te- 
Kified, 2 Per. 1.21. and my Soul praiſes tbeLord, that he hath 
preſerved the Records of to many Prophecies and Teſtimcnies 
of his primitive Servants, through ſo many Contingencies, un- 
to this preſent Age) yet canI not think, that the God of inft- 
nite Wiſdom and Grace, whote Mercy is over all his Works, 
would leave Mankind in fo great a Concern, whereon their E- 
ternal Salvation is depending, to {uch a Rule alone, for Guidance 
therein, as. is ſwbje&t to concealing Mit: tranſlation, Mil-inter- 
pretation, Falſe Application, as we find the Scriptures have 
becn by Corruptersof them : Muchleſs can | believe, thathe 
would ſuffer the greateſt part of the World to live without 
them (as they do) were there no other means appointed for 
their Salvation : . Yea, moreover, I am very ſenſible , that 
where the Scriptures are, many occurrances may fall out in the 
courte of our Lives, about which the Scripture gives no par- 
ticular Advice 3 and yet it is neceſſiry we ſhould have 2 
Guide near in all our Aﬀairs : But 1 well know, many Caſes 
there axe, where Scripture is altogether ſilent in the ratter: 
Admit then here, that the Creature, in ſuch a fireight, not 
knowing what to do,; betake it ſelf to inquire of the Lord by 
Prayer alas! what will that avail, unlels it rgceive an Anfwer ? 
which 1s already.granted not to be found in Scripture,: neither 
can it now be had by the meer Literal Priefthood, nor by their 
pretended Urim and Thummim ; and ſay thev ( who cry up lole- 
by Scripture to be the Rule of Faith and Life) Neither.muft we 
expett dnſwer by Dream, nor yet by Viſ.on, no, 107 by Kevilati- 
on, nor Inſpiration; for theſe (ſay they) are ceaſ? many Ages paſt. 
Whom 1 ask, What way thencan the Creature come by Advice ? 
which tif they can reſolve me in, I ſhall tili retain my Ofinion, 
VIZ.That that inward Oracle (which is a Meaſvre of God*. Spirit, 
w-ercby we obtain accels to him, with. Anſwer and Direction 
from him in all our Concerns, about which we inquire of him) 
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undeniably is of greater Authority, both to beget living Faiths 
and order wa therein, and a more perfeft Rule to guide our Livess 
#41 the outward Writings of the Scriptures, which in many things 
leave us without either Counſel or Tnſbruttion. - And here 1 ſhall 
teave this Point, which is in anſwer to an Aceuſation, which is, 
That we deny the Scriptures; a thing often charged upon, but 
never proved againſt the People calied Quakers. 
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Concerning the Humanity of Chriſt, &c. 
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A Second Charge which I have heard brought in againft the 
Quakers, is, That they deny the Humanity of Chriſt Feſua, 
and the Obedience that he yielded in the dayes of his Fleſh, by his 
Syfferings, Death, Buriel, Reſurreftion from the Dead, together 
with all the benefits that thereby accrue unto Believers, - 41 alſo Fu- 
ftsfication by: Faith, and-the imputed Righteouſneſs of Chriſt. 
Now that this hath been as falſly charged upen them as the for- 
mer, I ſhall undertake to prove by Scripture : But firſt let me 
mind the Reader; this I have obſerved, viz. That there are 
many that have born falſe Witneſs againſt them; yet they do 
oo ſeem to accord in — —_— or _ _ out. a lear- 
ned Door, and he declares publickly (though 
ſomewhat ambiguouſly) that this People deny 714; 63h fuong ; 
that Chriſt which dyed at 7era/alew, to be God P ; 
equal with the Father. But when this was refuted ſo as not to 
be believed, then comes out another, and he Fin Fald 
woutd give the World to know, as if they only _— 
deny the Son of God tot ave afſumed Humane (or man's) Na- 
ture : Thus their accuſers contradict one another ( fer beth 
ſeem to grant we own a Chriſt ; which well they may do, fince 
they differ in Principles amoneſt themſelves ; how ever they a- 
grce thus far, like Herod and Plate, to unite againſt Jeſus, ſo 
have they againſt his Followers : but I need not enlarge upon 
; particulars, 
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particulars, ſince rather then they-will, want a Hoſt to go out 
againſt the Quakers, -Jook but into the Muſter, and thou mayft 
fee One and Twenty D.vines (as they give themſelves the Stile)) 
enter the Liſt together, of whom 1 ah ſay no more here,left it 
ſhould beraken for a Digreſſion from the Anſwer. 

1/, Therefore to clear Truth from Slander, both onthe one 
hand and the other ; I do in the firſt place affirm, and that upon 
certain Grounds,viz. That all who may be sightly denominated 
Qnakgrs, (ach as Tremble at the Word of God) they are of 
the Faith of one Subſtance, which the aneient Chritsans fo car- 
neſtly contended for, and ſuffered ſuch hard things in main- 
taining, te wit, that Chriſt the blefſed Son of God (asto his Di- 
vinity) was of the ſame Eternal ſubſtance with the Father,as may 
be read at large in George Biſhop's Looking-glals for the Times, - 
pag. 85, 86. | 

wo + I affirm, they faithfully own the Scriptures: And 
therefore what 7ohn the Divine ſaw in his Revelations concern- 
Þg him, as*tis Recorded, chap, 13.8. That he, (to wit, Chriſt) 
was the Lamb ſlain from the Foundation of the World. And what _ 
the Apoſtle ſaid of him, Phil . 2.6. Who being in the Form of 
God, thought it no Robbery to be equal with God. Likewiſe Fohn 
the Evangeliſt in his firſt chapter 1.2, 3. ſaith concerning Chrift, 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God, the ſame was tn the beginning with God; all . 
things were made by. him, and without him was not uny thing made . 
that was made; for by himwere all vhimgs created that are in Hea- 
ven, and that are in Earth, Viſible and Inviſible, whether they . 
be Thrones or Dominions, Principalities or Powers , all things 
were created by him and for him, who is over all Godbleſſed for- 
ever, Amn, Col.1,16. Row.9,'5. Thele together with 'the 
Teſtimonies Jeſus gave of bimlelf, Fohn 8. 38. Verily, werily, 
1 ſay unto.you, before Abraham. was 1 am, John 10. 30.. / and» 
wy Father ere one, Joha 15. 9. there he Prayes, And new Oh 
Father glorifie thou me with thine own” ſelf, and with the Glory 
which I had with thee before the World was. In like: manner he 
ſpeaks of his own Eternity, Proverbs 8.,chap. fromthe 23d to 


the ed; te which agrees that application given tohim, of wor- 
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derful or pt God, the everlafliing Father ghe Prince 

of Peace, 1a. 9:6. Theſe things, Iſay,the Quakers believing ac- 
cordingas they are written,and having an experience of in cthem- 

. ſelves, by the eff. ual working of tae ' mighty Power of Chriſt Je- 
ſus in their Hearts,are ſuffictent proofs to then of his Divine ſub- 
ſtance; and alſo to make them ſee what is the Fellowſhip of the 
Myftcry whichſromthe beginning of the World hath been hidin 
God,who created all things by Jclus Chrift,as *tis written, Epheſ. 
2.9, Wherefore they know the Son to be one, and equal in 
Power with the Father. 

Now if any ſhall obje& that Scripture, where Chriſt ſaith, 

HMy Father t greate» then I, W's is 

Anſw. That muſt needs be underſtood on'y as he aſſumed the 

Nature of Man; 'not at all relating to the fulneſs of the God-- 

head that dwelleth Bodily in him, as 'tis written, Col. 2. 9. So 

likewiſe the Author to the Hebrews deſcribes him, chap. 1: 2,3. 

verſes, To be the brighineſs of the Fathers Glory, and the expreſs 

Image or Charatter of his Subſtante (for ſothe Word Perſon © 

oupht'to be rendered) by whom alſo he made the Worlds. And 

therefore believe (and fo do they, in whoſe bebalf: I write) 
thar Jeſus Chriſt is very God. WY 
34ly, TI affirm, they do believe that this Jeſus, or this God? 

was manifeſt 'in the Fleſh, as ſaith the Apoſlle, 1 Tim. 3. 16. 

And John the Evangeliſt, Chap.1.14. The Word was made Fleſh 

an dwelt emonyſt ws (and we behcld his Glory, the Glory as of the 

0n'y begottev of the Father) full of Grate and Trath.. And Paul * 

to the Hebrews, chap, 2, 16; ſpeaking of Chriſt, faith, For ve- 

rily he took net on him the Natwreof Angels, but he tock, on him the 

Seed of Abraham. he, FO 

4thly, Therefore in the! fourth place I affirm, © The Quakers 
ds faithfully own this Jeſus to he the Mediator, accordifig r6-the 

Teſtimony of the Apoſtle; 1 Ti. 21546. -Forthere wane'God, 

and one Mediator between God ajid Man, 'tht' Man Chriff Feſus,: 

who rave himſelf a Ranſom for att, tobe 1eſtifitd in due time, ' 
thly, I affirm they own his Obedience allo ; fer | know they 

oo believe that Chrift Felus in the :dayes of his Fleſh-was vHedi- 

en! to God, as becometh a'Senunto a Father;in all things : For. 
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he. came not to de his own Will, -but the Will of him that ſent 
him ; wherefore we find him Praying to his Father, Nov» wy 
Will, ' but thine be dove. Yea, moreover 'tis written of him, 
Hebrews 5.8. Though he were a Son, yet learned he Obedienee by 
the things which he ſuffered: For he was a Manof Sorrows and 
acquainted with grief;he was wounded for eur Tranſgreſſions;he was 
bruiſed for our Iniquities ; the Chaſtiz.ments of our Peace way up- 
01 him, and with hu Stripes we are healed, as ſaith the Prophet 
Iſaiab, chap. 53.3,5. Therefore theſe do confels to his Suf- 
ferinss, according to the Scriptures; for Chriſt alſs hath once 
ſuffered for Sin, the Juſt for the Unjuſt, that he might bring us 
to God,being put ta Death in the Fleſh, but quickned by the Spi- 
rit; ſec 1 Per. 3.18. Likewile they own his Death, as an- ac- 
ceptablc and myſt fatisfaory Sacrifice to God for the Sins of all, 
and is of blefled advantage toall that ſhall receive Faith in his 
Blood, which agrees to Rom. 3.25. Epheſ.5.2. Whom God bath 
ſet forth to be a Propitiation through Faith in his Blood, to declare 
his Righteouſneſs for the Remiſſion of Sins that are paſt through the _ 
forbearance of Cod;, And he hath given himſelf for us an offering . 
and a Sacrifice to God for a ſweet ſmelling ſavour. - Alſo they be- - 
lieve that as Chriſt dyed for our Sins, ſo he was buried likewiſe, 
and role again according to the Scriptures, 1 Cor. 15. 3,4, A* 
gain, yerl. 20, 21. 'tis ſaid, But now # Chriſt riſen from the 
Dead, and become the firft. Fruits of them that Sleep: For ſince 
by Man came Death, by Man came alſo the Reſurretion of the + 
Dead. Soin As 17. 3:. The Apoſtle mentions. this as-the al- 
ſurance which God gave to.men, of his judging the World at the ;: 
cap Day, by. his Son C:uriſt Jeſus, namely, his having raiſed 

im from the Dead. 

Now 6thly and La//y, Taffirm, They do believe, that from 
Chrift Jeſus theſe and ſuch like Benefits extend to true Believers : + 
Firſt, Pleftion in buy," according as God hath cholen us inhim. 
before the Foundation of. the World, that we thould be holy 
anJ without blame before him in Love, as *cis recorded in Epheſ. 
1.4. {Mark] 'Tisinhiz weare elicited; not in our ſelves, 
as though perſonally ſome were choſen, and others paſt by : bur . 
in the Seed Chrift, the Ele@ of God, tie Obje&t of yy 
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ther's Love; all who arc gathered into him, are made a Choſen 
Generation, an Elc& People by the Lord. $4 

2. Vocation; this alſo they own to be a Benefit beſtowed on 
them by the Father, in the Son z for that they who were by na- 
ture Children of Wrath as well as others, have been called of 
Gad in Chrift, withan High and Holy Calling, to obtain Mer- 
cy fremhim, even to become Saints, that ſo they ſhould ſhew 
fotth the Vertues of him who hath called them out of Dackneſs 
into his marveHWous Light. | 

3. Reconeiliationto God; as ſaith the Apoſtle, 2 Cor. 5. 18, 
19. All things are of God, whe hath reconciled ms to himſelf by 
Zeſua Chriſt, and hath given to us the Miniſtry of Reconciliation, 
to wit, that God wasin Chriſt reconciling the World unte himſelf. 
So Cof.1. 20,21,22. its ſaid, And having wade Peave'through the 
Blood of his Crefl, by him to reconcile all things unto himſelf, by 
him, I ſay, whether they be things in Earth or things in Heaven, 
and you who were ſometimes alienated and Enemies in your Minds 
by wicked Works, yet now bath he reconciled inthe Body of his 
Fleſh through Death, to preſent you holy, unblameable, unrepro- 
vable in his Seghr. | | 

4 Sanitsfication and Juſtification; I put both theſe together, 
becauſe, though I do grant they may be diſtinguiſhed, yet IT 
cannot ſec how they can be divided, being ſo near of kin, that 
if onelanguiſh, t'other cannot but greatly mourn: beſides, the 
Apeſtle is my Preſident in coupling of them, ſpeaking 'to the 
Corinthians in his firft Epiſtle, chap. 6. 1. ſaith, But ye are 
waſhetl, but ye are ſaniified, but ye are juſtified in the Name of 
our Loyd Feſns, and by the Spirit of our God. But more ofthis 
in _— place. : " 

. prion; as*tis written, Ephe/. 1.5. Having predeſdina- 
__ unto rhe Adoption of Children by Feſus Chriſt ok. ac-" 
wording to the good Pleaſure of his Will: To the like purpoſe is 
that in Row.'8. 29. For, whom he did fore-know, he ah did pre-"' 
deſtinate to be conformed to the Image of his Son, that he might be © 
the Firſt. born among many Brethren. To which accords Fobr: 1. 
12. To 45s any 4s recevved bim, to them gave he Power to be- 
comthe Sons of God, events at many as believe inhis Name, 
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. 6. A ſixthBenefitis, Forgiveneſs of, and Redemption from all 
Sin; as faith the Scripture, Epbe/. 1.7. In whow we have Ke- 
demption through his Blood, the Forgiveneſs of Sins, according #9 
the Riches of his Grace: So Titus 2.13, 14. Looking for that 
bleſſed Hope, and Glorious Appearing of the great God, and our 
Savienr }eſus Chriſt, who gave himſelf for us, that he might re- 
deem us from all iniquity, and purifie unto himſelf 4 peculiar 
People, zealous of good Works: And 1 Fob 3. 8, 5. 'tisfaid, | 
For this purpoſe the Son of God was manifeſted, that he wight de- 
ffroy the Works of the Devil : and ye know that he was manifeſted 
to take away our Sin. 

7. Vittory over Satan; Foraſmuch as the Children are Parte- 
kers of Fleſh and Blood, he alſo took, part of the ſame, that 
through Death he might deſtroy him that had the pawer of Death, 
that iv, the Devil ;, fee Hebr. 7.14. So that his ftrength be- 
ing broken, and his power deſtroyed by the Captain of our 
Salvation, if we reſiſt him ſtedfaſt in the Faith, he will flee from 
us, as*tis written, 7ames 4. 7. 

8. Another Benefit is, Aceeſsto God by Faith ; as ſaith the 
Apoftle, Fpheſ. 3.12. In whom we have Boldneſs and Acceſs, 
with Confidence by the Faith of him: And as we have Acceſs to 
God by him, ſelikewiſe we find Acceptance with Ged in and 
through him. | 

9. Through him we receive A ſure Hepe of Eternal Life; 
as*tis recorded, Hebr. 9.15. And for this Cauſe he i the Me- 
diator of the New Teſtament, that by means of Death for the Re- 
demptions of the Tranſgrtſſions that were under the firſt Teſtament, 
they which are called might receive the Promiſe of the Eterwal In- 
heritance. 

Thus *tis confeft, that in Chriſt Jeſus we are EleRed, Called, 
Reconciled to God, SanRified, Juftified, Adopted ; by him 
we obtain Pardon and Redemption fremall Sin; through Faith 
in his Name we find Acceſs to God, and Acceptance with him ; 
in _ we are made Vitoss oyer Satan, and Heirs of Life E- 
ternat. 

Now, Reader, thou. may'ſt ſee how falſly the Quakers have 
been accuſed. in laying to their Charge, They deny that ay 

whic 
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 Twhichcame inthe fleſh, with the Obedience he ther ©» performed 
his Sufferings, Death, Reſurreftion from the £144, 5.44 jo 
the Benefits that thereby are obtaired;, which th.ng- never weie by 
them denyed ; for they know,that the Son of Go. 1s come,and 
hath given them an Underſtanding, that they know him Gwt121 & 
true, and they arc in him that is truc, evca it his Son Jclug 
Chrift; this is the true God and eterral Lite, ce 1 7obn z. :0, 
But for further ſatisfation concesning their Faith herein if any 
do Ceſire it) they may ſce a Eook put forth by George Whutthend, 
iggituled, The Divinity of Chrift, and Unity of the Three that 
bear Recerd in Heaven, with the blefſed End and Eff cis of Chriſt” s 
Appearance, Coming inthe Fleſh, Suffering and Sacrifice for Sins 
ners, Confeſſed and Vindieated. | 
Now cor.cerning ns by Faith inJeſus Chriſt, and the 
Imputation of his Righteouſneſs to Believers: Here alſo it may 
be feen how groſly this People have been abuſed, & how greatly 
their Principle hath been miſrepreſented : For Juſtification by 
Faith they own (as hath publickiy been confeſſed by them) ac» 
Row. 3.2 cording to theſe Scriptures; By the deeds of the 
Gal 2 Shy Law ſhal ns Fleh be juſtified in bis ſight ; wherefore 
ni % . 6. the Law was our School- Maſter to bring us unto 
p beſ” —_ Chriſt, that we might be juſtified by Faith: To de- 
: pegs Tit, Clare, 1 ſay, at this time his Righteouſneſs, that he 
_ 16x Sqgyy might be juſt, and the juſtifier of him which belicg 
1 3-S$1O37* th is Jeſu: For by Grace are ye ſaved through 
Faith, and that not of our ſelves, it is the Gift of God, ner of 
' Works, leſt any man ſhould boaſt : for we are his Wormanſhip, cre« 
ated in Chriſt feſus unto good Works, not by Works of Righteouſ- 
Meſs which we have done, 28 according to bis Mercy be jc. Ns, 
by the waſhing of Regeneration, aud renewing of the Holy Ghoſt, 
# hich he ſhed on us andantly, through Jeſus Chriſt our Savieur, 
that being juſtified by Grace, we ſhould be made Heirs according to 
the hope of Eternal Life. But then it mvuft be aliving Faith, ac- 
.corCing to the definition of the Apoſtle Fames in the ſecond 
Chapter of his Epiſtle, 4nd it muſt be ſuch a Faith as purifies the 
Les Heart, and is hild in a pure Conſcience, and s 
15-9.957* manifeſt in the Life by Works of love, and gives 
| Vittory 


Concerning the Humanity of Chriſt, Oc. T2 
Viftery over the World. For in C brift Jeſus netther x. _ 
Coremidhn availeth any thing, nor Uneircum- Tim, 3. 5 ,6,7- 
ciſion, but Faith, which worketh- by Love, ſaith Paul, Gal. 5. 6. 
And thus is the Vittery whereby we overcame the World, even onr 
Faith, faith Fehr, 1 Joh. 5. 4. | Therefore, ſay I, without this 
real Faith, *tis impoſſible we ſhou!d pleaſe God, or be juftified 
in his fight : Yet row becauſe theſe my Friends have diſtinguiſh- 
ed between Faith and Fancy, therefore they have becn calumni- 
ated, and their Principle traduced by. many. Sa likewile as.tq the 
imputed Righteouſnhels of Jefus Chriſt, this they own according 
to the Scriptures, even as David deicribeth the Blcſſednels'of 
the man whoſe Tranſgreſſon is forgiven, and whole Sin is coyer- 
ed, ſaying, Bleſſed w the man unto whim the Lord imputeth not 
Iniquity, and in whoſe Spirit there s no Gmile, Plal. 32.1,2. And. 
Abraham being juſtified by Faith, 'tis ſaid, he received the ſign 
of Circumcifien a Seal of the Righteouſneſs of, the. Faith which 
he had yet being Uncircumciled, that he might be the Father 
of all them that believe, thovgh they be not Circumciſed, that 
Righteouſneſs might be imputed to them allo, Roms. 4. iT. 
Wherefore this People believe acceptance with the Father, is 
enly in Chriſt, and by his Righteouſneſs made ours, or impu- 
ted unto us, by the inward Work and applicatory at of God's' 
Gift of Grace, whereby he is made unto the Soul, Wiſdom, 
Righteoufneſs, SanRification and Redemption, but becaule-they 
deny the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt to be imputed, where it is not 
imparted, and Ciftinguiſhbetween Imagination anc Imputation, 
between reckoning or imputing that is real, and reckoning or im- 
putation that is not real, but. a fancy, and Gdare,not ;ewn the 
point" in the Latitude of that Sin- pleaſing Principle, to which 
it is ftretched as if men might be imputatively Holy, though not 
inwarcly Ho'y, and imputatively Righteous, thou; h not really 
Rightcous; therefore they are clamoured upon, as if they Ce. 
nyed the Imputation of Chriſt's Rigi'teouſneſs, when it is only + 
to thoſe whoare not made Rightecu: by it, to walk as he walk- 
ed: For the Scriptvre deth not ſay, that he that faith he is 
Righteous by the imputation oft Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, but ke 
that doth Righteouſneſs is Fighteous , even as be 18 Righteous, 
| D 1 John 
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1Johnz.7. What then? ſhallwe Sin? (and yet think to be ſa- 
ved by the imputed Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, becauſe we are 
net under the Law, but under Grace) God forbid that we ſhould 
Sin (in this tate of Grace) faith the Apoſtle, Row. 6. 15. Indeed 
the whole Chapter ſpeaks the ſame ſence (viz.). that it is not 
our Imputation or reckoning of Chriſt's Righteou!neſs to our 
ſelves will juftific us; but he imparting and imputing it to us; and 
this ſhall ſuffice in Anſwer to the ſecond general Charge againſt 
this People, in every particular of which may befeen what grofs 
abuſes haye been caſt upon them, whereby the envious and ill- 
affeted have ſought to cover their Principles with their own 
perverſions, and ſo te make Truth it ſelf become rejeted. But 
I ſhall in the next place ſpeak to thoſe I take to be more mode- 
rate, and ſuch whom[ have ſometime found my ſelf much ſway- 
ed by: But fince I find it was more by Education and Tradition, 
then any certain evidence I could have of the Truth of that Re- 
ligion, I find my ſelf oblieged to deteR thoſe Errors in publick, 
which I have heard divers of them caſt upon the People called 
Quekgrs in private, charitably judging they ſpeak not ſo much 
againſt them out of ill will, as ignorance of, and unacquaintance 
with their blameleſs Principle ; though this is bad enough for 
People to ſpeak Evil-of things they know not; and for ſuch as are 
divided amongft themſelves, to joyn together againſt others, (as 
ſome have confeſſed to me, that though they differ in many par- 
ticulars, yet they all agree in this, to ſet theis Seal againſt the 
Quakers) but whe they were, I have and ſhall ut prefent con- 
ceal, deſiring not to expoſe them, but to inform them, that ſo 
ſctting before them their Errors and Miſtakes, ſome of them, 
atleaſt, may ſee and Repent them, wherein they have ſpoken 
and done amiſs. 
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CHAP. III, 


Touching the Reſurreition of the Boay of ChriÞ, 
and of the Saints, 


— 


A S concerning the Reſurrceion of the Body of our bleſſed 
Lord Jelus, and alſo the Bodies of Believers ; this I have 


| been born down in, that the Quakers do net own. 


In anſwer to which,though I had ſomething to Reply in theis- 
behalf at that ſeaſon; yet I muſt confeſs the reſfe I had tomy 
Frien'l wi:o affirmed the fame, made me « little incline to that 
Perſwaſion of them : But now being better acquainted with 
their Principle, | muſt needs add, that thi- report is an utter 
Falſhood ; for they do believe as 'tis recorded in the Scriptures, 
that Chriſt Jeſus who deſcended into the lower parts of the 
Earth ;the ſame aſcended up far above all Heavens,that he might 
fill all things, and fits now at the Right-Hand of God in his 


| gloriousBody,and therefore ſhall the low eftates 


and humbled Body of B-lieyers be madelike un- Epheſ. 4+ 10. 


( ; Pet. 3.22, 
to his glorious Body, through the working of his Philly. 4 25; 


all things unto himſelf; and then thall this Cor- » Cor.IS. 53s 


-/ ruptible put on Incorruption, and this Mor- 3+: 


tallity put on Immortallity, and Death it ſelf ſhall be ſwal- 
lowed up of Vitory. So here likewiſe it may be noted, how 
their Adverſarics have been diſappointed; For firſt it was the 
deſign of ſome, to have made Sadxces of them, by giving out 
that they deny the Reſurrefion; as it was faidof them, As 
23.8. For the Sadures lay, There w no Reſurrettion,neither Angel 
nor Spirit. Thus ſome have ſought to reader theſe, as it at 
Death, they believed Soul and Body were both to be annthi- 
lated - But whenthis woule not take, then they reported that 
the Body only was that which the Quakers held ſhould never riſe 
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Here Reader thou mayſt ſee how they have been ſlandered 
both wayes; for they do believe the ReſurreQion of the Juſt and 
of the Unjuſt, the one to Salvation, and the other to Condem- 
nation, according to the-Jadgment of the great Day, And then 
ſhall every Seed have its own Beudy, as-laith the Scriptures, As 
24-15. Fobn 5.29. 1:Cor.15. 38. But becauſe they darenot be ſo 


fooliſhly inquiſitive as ta ask,ner ſo arrogant in their Minds as to | 


determine, with what Bodies they ſhall riſe; therefore dofome 
ſay, They deny the Reſarretionof the Body of Chriſt, andof all 
that are or fball be dead: But this is moſt falfly charged upon 
them ; for they do believe the ReſurreRion of the Dead; for 
ifthe Dead rife not, they are of all men moſt miſexable. What 
can be a Ballance of an Equal Poix with the Tryals, Excrciſes, 
Afflictions and.Perſecutions, that are theis Los and Portion in 
this Life, ſhert of an Eternal Inheritance and a Crown of Glo- 
ry, that fadeth not away. Therefore they alſs believe, that 
Every matt ſhall be raiſed in his own erder; Chriſt the Firſt 
Fruits, afterwards they that arc Chriſt's at his coming; yea, 
they do believe that the Dead ſhall be raiſed incorruptible, and 
that God giveth a Body as it pleafeth him, and to every Seed his 
own Body; there is a Natural Body, and a Spiritual; there are 
Bodies Terreftrial, ' and Bodies Ccoleftial; wherein they agree © 
with the Teſtimony of the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. t5. 23443, 44. 
which I think is ſuMficient to give all ſober Inquirers full fatisfa- © 
ion herein: For, as to my ownparticular, I freely do con- 
feſs it ſuffices me, that God will give unto my Spirit ſuch a Body .. 
a it pleaſes him. 


CHAP. 


CHAP. IV. 


Concerning Original Sin. 


S to Original Sin, in which the Quakers are judged to be 
, of ſo Dangerous an Opinion, without ſhewing to me 
what that Opinion was. | | 
- 4 Anſwer: Though the wore Or:gtnal be not found in Scrip- 
ture, yetif any mean hereby the inward Corruption and Seed 
of Sin, which Satan hath ſown in us, and wherewith we are de- 
filed in our firſt and fallen Nature ; I am (ure this will got be deny- 
ed by any true Quaker: for they know and believe, that in the 
firſt Adam all are Sinners ; but in the ſecond Adam, which is 
the Lord from Heaven, we are made Righteous : for a in Adam 
all dye, even ſo in Chriſt ſhall all be made alive, as "tis written, 
I Cor. 15.22. But though it be granted, that by ene Man 
Sin entred into the World, and Death by Sin; and ſo Death 
paſſed upon all Men, for that All have finned, even oves them 
that had not (tnned aftes the imilitude of Adam?s Tranſgrefbon, 
who is the Figure of him that was to come, Rom.5.12. 14. yet 
this doth not prove the Lord to be ſo partial in his Love towards 
his Cxeatures, as to chooſe ſome, but leave the greateſt part of 
Mankind in the fallen ſtate, without affording them any Benefic 
byChriſt,or a Meaſure of his Grace and Spiritzfor want of which, 
and being ſo paſt by of God, (as ſomehave afferted,) they become 
under a neceſſity of ſinning & a neceffity of dying : Oh,harſh Do- 
Arine ! and ſo I muſt confeſs I often thought it, whilſt | was indu- 
ſtroully ſtriving to work my lelf into a Belief of it : but now from 
a certain expezimental Knowledge,and in full affurance of Faith, 
can I teftifie for God, He is no RelpeQer of Perſons, but ineve- 
ry Nation he that feareth God and worketh Righteouſneſs is ac- 
cepted ofhim: For though all have finned, and come ſhort of the 
Glory of God, wherelore he haty cencluded all under Sin (*ris) 
tat 
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that he might have Mercy upon all, not willing that any ſhould 
periſh in Sin, but that all might come to Repentance : More- 
over than this, the Scriptures do abundantly ſpeak forth the cx- 
tent and Benefit of. Chriſt's Death for all Mankind, upon cen- 
dition of Faith and Repentance joyned with new and continued 
Obedience, which are the Goſpel Terms, on which he is offer- 
ed to them : For Chrifl Jeſus gave himſelf a Ranſom for all; he 
tafted Death for every Man; lo faith the Apoſtle, 1 Twm. 2.5. 
Heby. 2.9. So that it is a certain Truth, all that are or ſhall 
be ſaved, are cleed only in Chriſt Jeſus, that whoſoever be- 
lieveth in him, ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting Life. 
There is no Pre-exception, or abſolute Fore-appointment, as par- 
tially deſigned in relation to Periens, but upon Man's Diſobedi- 
ence; Wherefore it ſhall not be ſaid, The Fathers have eaten 
ſour Grapes, and the Childrens Teeth are ſet on edge; but he 
that eateth the ſour Grapes, his Teeth ſhall be ſet onedge : for all 
Souls are the Lord's; a the Soul of the Father, ſo alſo the Soul 
of the Son us his; aud he hath faid, The Soul that ſinneth, it 
ſhall dye, Ezek. 18.2, 4. Yet hath the Lord noPleaſurein the 
Death of the Wicked, but that the Wicked turn from his way 
Ezekiel and live : Wherefore he hath given the Beloved of 

> his Soul out of his Boſora, to come into the World 
33+ 11 tofame men from their Sins, that they might be made 
accepted in him : Therefore as by the Offence of one, Judgment 
came upon all men to Condemnation; even ſo by the Rightcouſ- 
neſs of one, the free Gift came vpon all men unto Juſtification 
of Life; read Row.5.1S. which makes it clear to me, the 
Lord wil not condemn any for Adam's Sin, who have not de- 
merited his Wrath by Actual Trauſgrefſion. 
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CHAP. YV. 


Corcernins the Sacraments. 


A® touching the Inſtitution ef the Sacraments (fo called) by 


which is meant Water-Bapts/m and the outward Supper z 
here alſo is anothes great Charge brought in againſt the hs 
kers, unto which I cangot but be very tender in the Anſwer ; 
for [l muſt confeſs, I my ſelfdid once think them very chargeable 
in thisMatter. Now that Baptiſm, even the Outward and Ti- 
pical Baptiſm was an Ordinance (that is to ſay, a Thing or- 
dained by one that hath power to Ordain) as Fehr Baptiſt had 
Command from God to Baptize; this I do believe and own: 
But then. the Bord himſelf hath ordained a higher Baptiſm, 
whereby he ſaveth, which ſurely is not the eutward ; no, that's 
not of Efficacy to obtain or effect ſuch an End, which is Sal- 
vation (as thatI think, our Enemies themſelves will grant, and 
then why are they ſo angry with us, that we do not own itin 
their Outward Form?) But the One Baptiſm, neceſſary to 
Salvation, Ido believe, is Inward and Spiritual, being that of 
the holy Ghoſt, fore-told by Fohn the Baptiſt, Mat. 3.11. 
T indeed Baptize you with Water, unto Repentance (laith he) but 
he that cometh yy 6 me is Mightier then I, whoſe Shoes I am not 
worthy to bear, he ſhall Baptize you with the holy Ghoſt and with 
Fire, TFhisis the Baptiſm which Chriſt commanded his Dif. 
ciples, that they ſhould wait for, (and therefore I call it an Or» 
dinance, becauſe oxdained by Chriſt) as you may read As 1. 


4 ; 45. And being aſſembled together with them, he commanded them 


that they ſhon!d not depart from Jeruſalem, but wait for the Pro- 
wiſe of the Father, which, faith he, ye have heard of me; for 
John truly baptized with Water, but ye ſhall be baptized with the 
holy Ghoſt not many days heme. The\amedid Peter Witneſs, 
Atts 11.15, 16. And as ] began to Feak (faithhe) the holy Ghoſt 


fellon them, a4 on 4 in the beginning ;, then jemembred 1 the word, 


p 
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Of the Lord, how he ſaid, John indeed baptized with Water, but 
ye ſhall be baptized with the holy Ghoſt. Now if any ſhall Oppoſe 
theſe Scriptures to prove outward and Wates Baptilm now in 
force, Mat.28. 19. Goteach all Nations, Baptizing them in the 
Name of the Father,,5c. John 3.5. Except a man be born of Wa- 
ter, of the Sperie he cannot enter into the Kirgdam of God.*1 Pet. 
3.21, Thelike Figure whereuntoeven Baptiſm deth now ſave uw, 
not the putting away the filth of the fleſh, but the anſwer of a-good 
Conſcience towards God, by the Reſnrreftion of Feſus Chriſt from 
the dead. | 

' Something I ſhall write by way of Anſwer to them, theſe be- 
ing the chief Texts that ever I heard brought to prove the lame 
As to the firſt, I ſay, that muft needs mean the Baptiſm of which 
I am now ſpeaking, ( v:z.) Spiritual Baptiſm; for Chriſt's bid- 
ding of them go, denotes their being impowred from him, to 
Baptize in, ox rather Into his own and his Father's Name; which 
is the true Spiritual Baptiſm;  befides, here is no Water made 
mention of, whence we may infer, the Apoſtles Miniſtry was to 
be the Laver in which they were to be baptized : Sce here 
their Miſſion, Chriſt bids them go Teach, Baptizing ; Baptizing 
is in the Preſent Tence, whilſt they were Teaching; and as it was 
then, ſoit is now, the Spiritual and Inward Baptiſm goes along 
with the preaching of the Word of Life. To the ſecond Scrip- 
tureI Anſwer, If our Oppenents will have that mean Material 
Water, may not we then as w:ll conclude, that Fehr Baprtsſf 
meant Chriſt would Baptize them with /aterial fire? but if we 
underſtand the Power of the holy Ghoſt ts burn up tle Stubble 
(that naturally grows in us) by the latter, thenmwuſt we alſo un- 
derſtand the ſame Power to cleanſe us from our natural Filth by 
the former : But I know it will be expeQed | ſhould prove thi: by. 
Scripture, for which ſee Tit. 3.5. Not by Works of Ric hteonſ- 
neſs which we have done (faith the Apoſtle) but acrordin,” to his 
Mercy he ſaved wu, by the Waſhing of. Regeneration and Renews 
ing of the holy Gheſt. Here is the Waſhing of Regeneration 
fo parallel] being born again of Water, and the rencyinz of the 
holy Ghoſt, to anſwer being horn again of the Spirit, 
for the Waſhing of Regeneration, or Renewing of the _ 
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Ghoſt; and being born again.of Water, or. being, bord again 
of the Spirit, are Terms Sygonniqus,or Axpreſions to. the ame 
iſm of the Spirit, fo. 


Fiduwa Roman-Pricſt inthe Year 248. which Read Thomas 
was afſented to by Cyprian, Biſhop of Car- Lawſon's. Trea- 
thage, and firft preach't up by Aguftine, tiſe concerning 


but this was not permanent and continuing, but to pals away, 
that Chriſt's might take place ; for be muſt increaſe, but I muſt . 
arereaſe, ſaith Johp himſelf, John'3. 30. For Febr's Baptiſm 
was but a Figure of Chriſt's Baptiſm, but that he ſhould be 
made manifeſt toIſracl, therefor# am I come Baptizing with Wa- 
rer, faith Jobr, Chap. 1.31. However, where any now have 
believed it fimply their Duty to be baptized, as thinking it, 
either for the Furthezance of the Goſpel, or. Tryal of theix 


. Faith, the Znakers are tender of judging them in that Caſe z bur 


if they ſtick in the Shadow, and reje& the higher Miniſtration, 
then they are more Reproveable. But there is a third Scripture 
I am yet to ſpeak to,and that has reference to Noah's Ark, which 
was a Figure (T have heard ſome of your ſelves ſay) of our Ark 
Chrift, The like fignre whereunto (faith the Text) even Baptiſm 
doth now ſave (it muft be a baptizing jntoChriſt then) for the 

CN Oe : "= Apoſtle 
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2: Concerning the Sacramt nuts. 
Apoſtle ſaith, *T not the putting away the filth of the fleſh; ſo 
theg tis not Water Baptiſm, for that can but purike the outward 
man; that that is External cannot cleanſe the Spirit that is In- 
ternal, and give the anſwer of a good Conſcience towards God, 
As it followeth in the next words; wherefoxe ſaith Beza a Man 
(whoſe Memory ye pretend to henour) The Baptiſm which an- 


ſwered to Noah's Ark, was not Material Water, but the Power of 


Chriſt muthin, which preſerves ua cleanſed, and enables wtocall on 
God with a good Conſtience : But then the laſt clauſe of the Verſe 
ought to be conſidered, which having Cceherence with the foi e- 
coing words, faith, by the Reſurreftion of Jeſus Chriſt. Lo here 
15the true Baptiſm indeed, the which 1 am now pleading for; 
and of which the Apoſtle ſpeaks, Col, 2.12, Buried with him in 
Baptiſm, wherein alſe ye are riſen with him through the Faith of 
the Operation of God, who hath raiſed him from the dead. And 
now Reader, fince there is but One Lord, One Faith, One 
Baptiſm, as faith the Apoſtle, Ephe/. 4. 5. whether this Bap- 
tiſm be the Sprinkiing of Infants, or outward Waſhing of grown 
Perſons, or the inward Cleanſing by the holy Ghoft, I'll. 
leave the Witneſs of God in thy own C onfcience to judge: and 
then to determin whether the Lakers are not greatly wronged 
in being charg'd with denying Baptiſm. 

Now I come to ſpeak concerning the Sacrament (fo called) 
of the Lord's Supper : In anſwer to which, inthe firſt place, I 
muſt needsſay, I find not the Word Sacrament in” all.the Scrip- 
ture, but if by Sacrament, ye mean a Sign, then can ic net 
be of neceſſity to continue longef then tif the thing fipnified is . 
come, andclearly Ci;covered; fo that granting it to be a PraQice 
enoyned, it was to laft but its Day and Time, t\at was till | 
Chriſt, who i> the Bread of God, that cometh down from Hea- 
ven ( which Bread is his Fleſh, that he gave for the Life.of the 
World) ſhould come, according to his own In:ention ;. ſee 7uh. 
6:33,35- Indced the whole Chapter ſpeaks of ChiiRt's being 
the true Breal, wherewith the Saints are nouriſhed ; and that 
he weuld come again after bu Departure, fee his ?romile to his 
Dilciples, Fohn 14.18. '] will not leave jou Comfortleſs, 1 will 
come'tn you; and thathe-meant an inward-coming, lee Veaſ. 20. 


of 
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of the ſame Chapter, A: that Day ye ſha know that I am in my 
Father, and ye in Me, and '[ inYou, 1aith Chriſt. And therefore 
ſaith the Apoſtle, / Feak as to Wiſe men, judge ye what 1 ſay, 
che Cup of Bleſſing which we bleſs, tu it not the Communion of 
the Body of Chriſt, cc. for we being many are One Bread, and 
One Boay, for we all are Partakers of that One Bread, 1 C or. 10. 
15,16, 17. And indeed, Ido belicve that herein is the Commu- 
nion of Saints(namely)in cating of the Fleſh, and drinking of the 
Blood of Jeſus Chrift; not Carnally, as the Fews thought when 
they murmered at him, ſaying, How can this wan giver bis 
Fleſh te eat ? John 6. 52. But ſpiritually, wherein conſiſts the 
true Brotherhood and Fellowſhip of that Church which is in 
God, as with one another, ſo with the Father and the Son, by 
the holy Spirit, at the Spiritnal Table of the Lord. | 

Now if any in proof of the outward Supper, ſhall produce 
that ſaying' in Afarthew 26. 26, 27, 28. , And a theywere eating 
Feſwm took Bread,cs bleſſedit andbrake it and gave to the Diſciples, 
ad ſaid,T ake,eat, this wy Body, and he took the Cup and gave 
Thanks, and gave it tothem, and ſaid, Drink ye all of it, for this 
i myBlood of the New Teſtament, which u ſhed for many, for the 
Remiſſion of Sins. 

I Anſwer, That that Figuratively pointed to the truc Bread, 
I think is very clear ; fo likewiſe that the Wine there figured 
out that Spiritual Wine which was to come from him, will not 
be hard to make appear; For in the very next Verſe ſaith Chrift, 
1wilinot drink of this Fruit of the Vine, untill that Day when [ 
drink.#t new with you inmy Fathers Kingdom. And that he did 


'not mean they ſhould ſtay for this Wine, till they came to Hea- 


ven (as ſome underſtand by the Word Kingdom) ſee what him- 
ſelf faith in Marthew 16. 28. Luke 17. 20, 21. Ferily ] ſay un- 
to youthere be ſome ſtanding here that ſhall net taſte of Death till 
they ſee the Son of man coming in his Kingdom. And when be was 
demanded of the Phariſces, when the Kingdom of God ſhou!d come ? 
he anſwered them and ſaid;, The Kingdom of God cometh not with 
Obſervation, neither ſhall they ſay, Lo here,or Lo there, fer beho!d 
the Kingdom of God is within you. And that there this Wine 
was drunk by the Diſciples ow Atits 2. from the fuft Verſe to 

2 the 


_ 
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the 18th. When the Holy Ghoſt felt upon the Apoſtles,how full 
_ of theriew Wine of the Kingdom they were, to the aftoniſh.. 
- ment of Beholders! and certainly this Wine. of the- Spirit, . or 

Wine of the Kingdom (which is all onez fos Chriſt's Kingdom 
- ts a Spiritual Kingdom) muſt come from him ; for he is the true 
Vine, as he calls himſelf, Zoh15 1. So that the Text alledg- 
ed, doth not at all prove outward and Elementary Bread. and 
| Winets be of uſe after Chriſt's ſecond and <piritual coming ; 
->for this he ſulfilled before his Death, and the' Holy Ghoſt was 
not piven'till after he was glorified,as you may read, 7obys 7: 39. 

But poſſibly ſome may obje&, /t was prattiſed by the Church 
of Corinth after Chriſt was inwardly come, aſter the Holy Ghoſt 
Was given to them, as may be argued from 1.Cor. 11.24,25. 
Where the Apeſtle repeating Chriſt's woras in M.tthew, ada, 
Thit ds ye as oft as ye drink it in remembrance of me. ._ 

'To whom I anſwer inthe behalf of the People: whom I have 
undertaken'to ſpeak for; if any break outward Bread, and 
drink eutward Wine with a fincere Intention, as believing. it 
their duty tFat they may the more be put in remembrance of the 
Body and Blood of Chriſt,' by the Remembrancer the Spirit of 
Truth, which is appointed by the Father to lead the Saints into 
all Truth, they judge them not, buttather hope that ſuch. will 
come further out' of the Shadow to the Subſtance - But to 
'do it meerly by Imitation or Tradition, as moſt do, is not 
"to offer a Sacrifice to God in'Righteouſnels; however, the 
outward Supper cannot 'be the Communion of the Body 
and Blood of Chriſt, which the Apoſtle ſpeaks of in 1 Cor. 
10: 15: and fo'6n. This can'be but a Sign, to put us 
in Remembrance thereof; and therefore, though it was com- 
manded to, and praQiſed by the Church of Cormth, yet that 

doth not perpetuate its continuance: For fo was 

"Fobn 13.5. waſhing one anothers Feet, abſtaining from things 
EY frangled and Blood, anointing the Sick with Oyl, 
28, 29:.,-.- laid upon-the Saints of old, which ve yeurſelyes 
of ames 'y. judge not necdful te be pratifed nvuw. But if any 
Os thallſay, The Apeſtle relaxt ſome of theſe, by ſay- 
ing in 1' Cor. 10.'25, Whatever is fold in the Shambles that 
cat, -» 
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ent; aking no Queſtions for Conſcience ſake. Then. it muſt be 
granted, that there is'no neceflity for the Continuance of the 


other ; for the ſame Apoſtle ſaith, The Kingdom of God is net. 
Heat and Drink,, but Righteouſneſs, and Peace, and Foy inthe 
Holy Ghoſt, Rom. 14.17. Let no man therefore judge you: in 
Heat or in Drink, or in reſpeit of a Holy Day, or by the New 
Hoon, 'or of the Sabbath Day, ſaithhe; wherefere if .ye be dead 
with Chriſt Jeſus, why," a though living inthe World, are ye [nb- 
je to Ordinances? touch not, taſte not, handle not, which all are 
roperifh with the uſing, after the Commandments and Dottrenes of 
Men, Coll. 2.16, 20, 21,22. Sohere is as much ſaid for the 
aboliſhing ef this latter (as to any neceſſity) as can be alledg- 
.ed for the former; therefore thoſe that candiſpence with.the 
one; have finall reaſon to plead for the other : 4nd yctl teftific, 
the Communion of the Body and Blood. of Chriſt the Quakers 
do own, as that which every one muſt core to know and wit- 
neſs,or they have ne Life in them. 

Now 1 appeal to the Reader, How then can it be ſaid, \that 
they deny the true Inftitution of the Lord's Supper ? Yet amb 
loath to leave the thing here, being willing to hope I write to 
ſome, who are Conſcientiouſly ſcrupulous in this Matter, who 
(*tis like) are ready toſay, as I my ſelf (in Heart) have often 
ſaid, viz. To lay aſide thu Adminiſtration, were at once to caſt 
off and count uſeleſs what ſs many Martyrs, tn the Marian dayes, 
ſo ztal:uſly contended for, yea, refiſted unto Blood in ſtriving to 
maintain : And having this Opinion, 1cenfeſs I was much ſway- 
ed thereby, as thinking it had been meerly for the outward Ad- 
miniſtration, that they ſuffered Martyrdem;. but aving ſince 
more ſerjoufly conſidered the Matter, I can truly ſay, I have 
received this from the Lord for Anſwer, viz. Jt was net to main- 
tain thoſe outward Signs of Bread and Wine, but to bear Teſts- 


| mony Againſt the Falfhoed and Foppery of Tranfubftantiation, that 


the Worthies of thoſe dajes ftobd ſo Rlontly againſt itythat theycount- 
ed net their Lives dear urnte themſelves, that they might finiſh.the 
Tejitmony they had received from the Divine Spirit :: which indeed 
Hiſtory is clear in (to them that read with Underſtindinz) For 
the Queſtion put te thern was not, Why do you break, Bread and 
drink, 
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Wine # Conſecrated? is the Real Preſence of Chriſt there, 1or no? 
This was the Interrogatory they were to anſwer ; and bravely 


indeed did Tindal, Philpor, and others, maintain their Nega- 
tion to this Queſt on; which thoſe that are acquainted with _- 
Martyrology, cannot but have a Knowledge of: Therefore the 


laying afide theſe outward Signs, to be uſed by way of Re- 
membrance, when the Spirit it ſelf is their Remembrancer, 
This is not to put alight upon the Sufferings of thoſe Mattyrs 
who then were breaking through a Cloud of Apoſtacy and Er- 
ror, the bright ſide of which (blefſed be our God) hath fince 
more fully appeared. 

To conclude this Point : If any ſhall be effended at what I 
have written to vindicate the laying aſide of this outward Sign, 
where the thing ſignificd is inwardly come; if they will dwell 
upon the Figure of the Death of Chriſt without, and care 
not to come to know and witneſs his Reſyrrection and Life in 
themſelves, I' leave them where they are ; giving them to un- 
derſtand, I have not attempted a formal Confutation of Error, 
but a Vindication of the Truth. 


CHAP. VI. 
T, enching Free Wil. 


A Efoueh I have heard fay, That the Quakers are Free- 
wilers; yet this doth not prove them to beſo, nomore 
than Peoples ſaying fo, is proof that they deny the Scriptures : 
But fince ſome are fo willing to receive Reports againſt them, 
ſomething ? ſhall fay as to this Particular in behalf of. them, and 
that is this; They are not of thoſe that flightly ſay, Zan 
may be ſaved if he will, for they know right well, *7 #s not of 


tim that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but in Ged that ſhyeth 


drink, Wine, in your Sacrament, without Conſecration ? But, Y 
What ſay you tothe Sacrament of the Altar, after the Bread and ' 
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Concerning Free-Will, -. 
Mercy; for we are not able of our ſelves, as of our ſelves, ſo 


much' as to think a good Thenght, but all our ſufficiency: is of 
God, who worketh in us both to will and to do of his own good . 


- Picaſure: And therefore ſay we with the Apoſtle, Of his own 


Will beg at he us with the Word of Truth, that we ſhould be « bind of 
Firſft Fruits of hu Creatures, James 1.18. But ſince there is a 
Willing Faculty placed in Man, and this Wil being corrupted, 
is naturally froward and averſe to any thing ſpiritually Good 
whereby Man chooſeth that whescin the Lord celighteth not, 
and will not kearken to his Counſel, nor turn at the Re- 
proofs of Inftruſtion, which are the Way of Life; but 
obſtinately purlues the finful Dcſires and Luſt; of 'the | 
Fleſh, to his Soul*s Ruin; and to his DeftruRtion is of himlelf,. 


Prov. 
6.23. 


and God clear of his Blood, by the free Tenders of * his Grace): | 


and ſtrivings of his Spirit within him : If this be granted, then 
it-will follow, if ever Man be faved, this ſtubborn Will moſt 
be bowed and ſub eted, and brought inte Obedience to the 


Lord Jeſus; for *tis the Willins and. Obedient, to whom the 


Promiſe is made, Fer. 1.19. So that Man muſt come to be free- 
ly willing to ſerve the Lord, and to take up the Crols, and bear 
the Yoak of his Son Chriſt Jeſus, not only of Neceſſity, but of 
aReady M.nd: And thus now, to have the Will ſanRified, and 


brought into the puse Obedience of him that ſanQificth it, 
* (which is an Effe& of the free Grace of God) here comes the 


true Freedom of Wil to be known,. even to be made free from - 
Sin, being delivered from the Bondage of Cor: uption into the 


Glorious Liberty of the Children of God; which agrees to 
that of the Apoſtle, Romans 8. 21, And here, as the Truth 
maketh free, man comes to be free indeed, and to receive Abi- 
Hitv to atrend upon the Lord without Diftration, and to do his 


Will on Farth as it is done in Heaven, according to that-Pray- 
er which ou: Bleſſed Saviour taught his Diſciples, as we 
sead in ihe fixth Chiptes of Matthew , Aﬀter this man- 


wer pra? Y., laith Chriſt) Our Fatber, which art in Heaven, 


boll-owed ve thy Name, thy Kingdom come, thy Will be done on 
Earth as ut is tn Heaven, &c. And yet, how many are there 
4 that 


20 Concerning Inherent Righteouſne,s. 
that” will plead for this Plat-form of Prayer, who never ex- 


9: + -*- *pe& to receive anAnſwer ? *' For 

* Cantheythink,, that ay they, The Will of God cantet be 
Chrift would: bid'his Di. done perfetily here : 1 grant, where 
ſciples pray for 'what he the Kingdom of God is not cone, * 
never meant to grant? Tha ' there his Will can never pexfettly * * 


were to render him, who s be done;' but where the Kingdom 


Truth it ſelf, an Impoſtor, + of God is known and witnefſcd to be * 


and to tax the bleſſed Son within; that gives Power and Abi- 
of . God with Decect. Oh lity, and makes willing to yield O- 


Horrible ! © ' bedience unto his Requirings of us; * * 
{o that here every one, according te 


their ſeveral Meaſures, may perfe&ly perform the Will of 
their Heavenly Father: Yet is here a vaſt difference between 


the Natural Freedom of Man's Will, which ſome plead for : 


and the Gracious Freedom thexeof, maintained by the Quakers ; 
for:that isquite another thing to what hath been ſlanderoully re- 
ported of them. | wh "I, 


— — -— — 


CHAP. VIL 
Concerning Inherent Righteouſneſs. 


| A* touching Inherent Righteeuſnes, (as a Righteouſneſs of 
Self is intenJed) a thing wherein this People have been 

falſly as well as foully aſperſed it having been given out concern- 
ing them, viz. That hereby they expeR to merit Heaven. Now 
ſeeing the Truth ſtruck at with ſuch a Soul-carudering Weapon 
as this,mnakes me, (like Creſpw his dumb Son) to ſpeak; What ! 
can their Adverſaries wrongfully reproach them with nothing leſs 
then laying waſte the very Foundation of the Chrsftias Faith ? 
which Rands in ſubmitting to the Righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt, 
and not in eſtabliſhing any Righteouſneſs of our own, as inhe- 
xent ih us and of our ſclyes. But be it known to the World, 
; | DT | though 
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though it hath been reported that the Quakers hold this dange 

rous Tenet; yet the report will not hold true, when it comes tc 
be examined: For although I have heard others often chargc 
it upon them; yet I never could find the perſon that durſt {ay 
this was their own Confeffion, viz: That upen the account of 
Inherent, or Self- Righteouſneſs, they expe Salvation; (but 
if we will take the Confeſſions of thole that are fo forward to 
make Confeſſions for ethers, we may then believe the Quakers 
are as bad as they are pleaſed to render them to us * but we muſt 
net take things upon truſt, but hear both parties, if we will be 
ingenuous) no Reader, they have no ſuch expeRation; far arc 
luch thoughts from them? For though they do reckon a man 
muſt be made inwardly Righteous by the power of Chriſt, that 
is meet for the Kingdom of Heaven. | thigk this amounts to no 

more then what I have heard afferted by a Tea- 


* 
cher of your own, * (viz.) That God freely be- Namely 
| Loaves,an [n- 
flows his Grace upon Men and Women, and after- 
a : dependant 
wards rewards hu own Grace in his own Children) Broadling: 


which Words plainly imply, the Grace of God 
to befree to al, and to be tendered within, which wholo accepts 
thereof to be led by the ſame, do thereby receive the Spirit of 
Adoption, and {o-come to obtain the reward of Children, which 
is a part in their Fathers Kingdom; and this indeed is according 
to the Quakers Principle; for they know right-well Gods Grace 


2 is Univerſal, aprofer whereof he maketh 'unto al, by which 
'* they mipht be made a Righteous people, and in it come tv en- 


* joy Salvation : Therefore they believe that inward Righteoul- 


-: neſsis wrought by Virtue of the Grace of God, and is a necef- 
> ſary qualification to fit man for Glory, which makes them 


* choole with the Apoſtle, rather then talk of the Righteouſneſs 


-* of Faith, to ſhew forth their Faith by their Works ; yet do they 


© not expect ts beſaved, neither for their Faith alone, nor by 
© their Works, but by Chrift who worketh true Faith.For 'tis not 
: Works of Righteouſneſs as done by them, nos only as Inherent 
- inthem, by which they expe to be accepted of God and juſti- 
- fied before him, but by and through Chrift Jeſus, the Author 


on 
rn 


* and Worker of thoſe as in > ns and for them, whereby they 


know 
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know that they are in him, and he in them; and they hold himay 2” 
their Head, into whom all things are gathered together in one, © 
evenin him. How comes it about then \it may be asked) thar 
this report has ſpread ſo far concerning them? Why truly Rea- 
der, if l may give inmy Anſwer, it muſt be this, he who was 
an Enemy to all Righteouſneſs, ever fince the beginning, ſee- 
ing the Faithful among this People, not only Nominally, but ;- 
really Righteous, throughout their Converſation, he hath been 
ſo inraged againſt them, that he hath not ſpared any pains to put 
on his Inſtruments to Reproach and Vilifie them : Therefore 
have they been masked with the moſt affrighting Vizards of : 
Self-Righteouſneſs and Self-Sufficiency to bring about their own : 
Salvation, that if poſſible, he might fright People from having * 
any converſe amongſt them-, but notwithſtanding the Wrath of 
| the Adverſary, their Innocency will appear with its open Face; 
for.the time is now a haſting, wherein it will beſecn who axe but 
Nominally, and who are really Righteous. Bear with me my | 
Friends, to whom I dedicate this little Trat : For though I. 
rank*d this point amongſt rhe Scruples of the Moderate, having - 
' heard ſome, whom l eſteem ſuch, lay this Principle to the Quaker: - 
eharge But now being better ac uainted with them of find they + 
have wrongfully charged it upon them, and therefore I can do no}. 
teſs but uſe ſome ſharpneſs of Speech to refute the falſeneſs of this! 


Lk 


Opinion, that through a miſtaken Zeal (I am apt to think) ſome®* 
have taken up againft them: Well may I ſay Miſtaken, for” 
were the Quakers rightly underſtood, People would find that” 
they kave as low Thoughts of any Human Righteouſneſs, as 
| _ that daily confeſs all cheis Righteouſneſs to be but as fGilthy® 

ags, y 
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CHAP. VIII. 


Concerninz 4 Poſſibility of 4 Total Fall from | 
True Grace 


HI $S Doctrine being held by the Quakers, it hath been | 
"F branded with the Approbrious Term of #Hetrodox 
which if to, Iknow nothow the Apoſtles DoRrine can be ac- 
counted Orthodox; and yet | know the General Opinion of many 
Profeſſors is, Once in Grace andever in Grace ( or, Once in Chriſt 
and ever in Chriſt) But itis not Univerſality, if they had it, that 
can give a certainty ; it this would haye tufficed our Anceſtors 
needed not to have divided from her who tiled herlelf the Uni- 
verlal Church - Therctore, as we are not to follow a mulcitude 
todo Wickedly; fo neither are we to receive an Opinion tor 
Truth, becaulc it is lo received by many. Here I'l] digrels no 
further, but proceed to ſhew the Apoſtles Judgments in this mat- 
ter: Paul ſpeaking of the Fews (whom he calls the Natural 
Branches of the true Olive) how that they were broken off; 
that the Gentiles (whom he compares to Branches of a wild 
Olive) they might be grafted in, 1taith the Apoftle, to them : 
Well, becauſe of Unbelief they were broken off, and thou ſtandſt by 
Faith; be not High-minded but fear;ifor if God Fared not the na- 
tural Branches, take heed alſe, left he fare not thee, Behold 
therefore ({aith he) the goodneſs and ſeverity of God towards 
them that felt ſeverity; but towards thee goodneſs, of thaw continue 
#n his goodneſs, otherwiſe thou fhalt be out off, Rom. 11.20,21,22- 
And the Auther in his Epiſtle to the Hebrews, having ſpoken of 
Iſrael of Old, to whom God ſware in his Wrath, That they 
ſhould not enter into his Reſt; he Cautions them,laying, T ake heed, 
left there be in any of you an Evil Heart of Unbelief in departing 
from the Living God, Heb. 3.12. And in Chap. 4. he exhorts 
both them and himſelf, laying, Let us labour therefore to enter 1n- 
to that Reſt, left any man fall after the ſame Example of Unbelief, 

F 2 And. 


32 Concerning 4 Poſſibility of a Total Fall, &c. 


And in Chap. 6. Verſ. 4, 5,6. he ſhews them the danger of 
falling, for faith he, *Tw poſſible for thoſe who were once en- 
lightned and have tafted of the heavenly Gift, and were made par- 
takrrs of the holy Ghoft, and have tafted of the Word of God, and 
the Powers of the World to come, if they ſhall fall away,to renew them 
again unto Repentance ; ſeeing they Crucifie to themſelves the Son of 
God afreſh, and put himto anopen Shame. Andin Chap. 12.Verl. 


t5.. he wiſhes them to look dilligently, leſt any fail of (or. 


from) the Grace of God, leſt any Root of Bitterneſs fpringing up 
ſhould trouble them, and thereby wany be defiled. Nor was this 
his Suſpition concerning others only, bur his Suppoſition of 
himſelf; For I keep under wy Body, and bring it into Subjeftion, 
faith he, leſt that by any means, when I have preached to others, 
I my ſelf ſheuld become a caſt a" 1 Cor. 9.27. And in his 
Epiſtle to Timothy he ſpeaks politively 5 The Time will come 
when they will not exdure ſound Doftrine, but after their own Luſts 
ſhall heap unto themſelves Theachers, having itching Ears; and 
they fhall turn away their Ears fromthe Truth, and ſhall be turn- 
ed unto Fables, 2 Tir. 4.3. *Tis likewiſe ſaid of Hymenews and 
P hiletm, that concerning the Truth they have Erred,2 Tim. 2.17, 

And this I have heard publickly aſſerted, by 
Tf Dr. Anneſley. one Eminent in your own Efteem f ( viz.) 

T hat there could be no Hereticks if ſome dia not 
Apeſtatize from the True Faith. Which he infer'd from Paul's 
Advice to Timothy, Chap. 3. Verſ. 10, 11. where he bids, A 
Lan that is an Heretich, after the firſt. and ſecond Admonttion, 
Rejeft ;, knowing that he that i ſuch,ss ſubverted and ſinueth, being 
condemned of himſelf. And this was the expoſition which he 


gave upon the Text (viz.) A Heretick, u one that maintains an 


Error, contrary to the Light of bis own.Conſcience, pertenationſly 
per ſifting in it, notwithſt anding Reproof. And without doubt the 


Text was truly expoſited, may we underſtand him to intend the 
Light of Chriſt Jeſus in the Conſcience; / for *tis Chrift the, 


true Light, who lighteth every Man's Conſcience, and that is 
the Light of Conſcience) which if we way believegche had 
regard unto; then it will follow from the fore-going words, 
Firſt, That it iz poſſible for People to turn from the true _ 
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Concerning 4 Poſſibility of 4 Total Fall, &e.-.' 99 


of God, by ſinning againſt the Light, which ke hath placed in 
their Conſciences : Secondly, That thofe are Nick-named (or 
Miſ-called) who are called Herericks, for ating according to the 
DiQates of their enlightned Confciences ( or, which is more 
clear, toſay - For being guided by the Light of Chriſt in their 
Conſciences:) Thirdly, It follows, that*tis utterly impoſſible 
to prove a man an Heretick. unleſs he be guilty of Werefie, and 
condemned in hin:ſelf by the Light of Chrift placed in his own 
Conſcience to ſhew him what is Error, and what is Truth. 
Thus much the words import ; but it may be, fome will reſuſe 
to confeſs to the Import of them, for fear of being counted 
©xakers herein: Howbeit, the Spirit ſpeaks expreſly, That i 
the Latter Dayes ſome ſhall depart fromthe Faith,&c. 1 Tim. 4.1. - 
And ſuch who have ſo done, we knew that inward Condemna» 
tion doth attend them, according as the Apoſtle Perer and Fude 
ſpake of ſome in their Day, as had forſaken the Kighteous Way, and 
were gone afiray, following the Way of Balaam,the Son of Boſor,who 
loved the Wages of Onrighteouſneſs:Theſe ſaithFude,are Wells with- 
out Water, Clouds carried about with a Tempteft, to whom the Miſt 
of Darkneſs u reſerved forever ; for when they ſpeak great ſwelling 
worals of Vanity they alure through the Luſts of the Fleſh, through 
much Wantonneſs, theſe that were Clean eſcaped from them who live 
in Error: For if after they have eſcaped the common” Polutions of 
the World, through the Knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chrift, they are again entangled therein and overcome, the Latter” 
End is worſe with them. than the Beginning , for it had been bit- 
ter for them not to have known the Way of Righteouſneſs, then after 
they have known it, toturn from the holy Commandmint delivered 
unts them, but it 15 happened to them, according tothe true Proverb, 
The Dog ts turned to hus Vomit again, ana the Sow that was waſh- 
ed toher wallowing in the Mire, 2 Pet. 2.15, 17,18, 26, 21, 22. 
And hence, in Chap. 3. Verl. 17. of this Epiftle, the Apoſtle 
gives Caution to whom he wrote, ſaying, Ye therefore beloved, 


'' ſering ye know theſe Things, beware left ye alſo being led away 


with the Errer of the Wicked, fall from jour own ſtedfaſtneſs. For 
*tis threatned by the Lord, That when the Righteons man turneth 
away from his Rightconſneſs, und commits Iniquities, and ayeth in 
the rs 


34 Concerning 4 Poſſibility of 8 Total Fall, &e. 
thew [[Mark, here is included a Total Fall] for bis Iniquity that 
he hath done he ſhall Dye, Ezek. 18. 26, and 33.13. Where- 
fore we are exhorted te continue in the Grace of God, and to 
keep our ſelves in the Love of God, becaule of the danger that 
there is of falling from this Grace; for *r thoſe that endure tothe 
End that ſhall be ſaved; theſe are Chriſt's own wordsin at, 
16.26. Mark13.13. 'Tu to thoſe that are faithful nnto Death, 
.to whew « promiſed a Crown of Life. Rev. 2.10. Such as are 
implanted into Chriſt, and abide in him., they ſhall inbertt the 
Kingdom. For if a man abide not in me, ſaith Chrift, he # caſt 
forth as a Branch, and u withered, John 15.6. Andin verſ.10. 
F tells chem, 1f ye keep my Commanaments, ye ſhall abide in my 
ove, even as 1 have kept my Father's Commandments and abide in 
bi Love. Thereby ſignifying, that if wg keep not his Com- 
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mandments, neither ſhall we abide in his Love; fo then if we {' 


abide not in that which keeps us in the Love of God, we cannot 
abide in God, for Gods Love, 1 John 4. 16. 

See Reader, here is a whole Cloud of Witneſſes, bearing 
Teftimony, that? tis Poſſible, if there be not a diligent watehing, 
for People to fail of (or rather fall from) that meaſure of the 
true Grace of God, which was once given tothem. Therefore, 
What the Qzakers hold in this Point isno New Dottrine : For if 
this could not poſſibly be, how could any do D-ſpight unto the 
$pirit of Grace, or Reſiſt the holy Ghoſt ? Yet do this People 
believe, A Chriſtian may come to ſuch a growth, and ſtanding in 


the Grace that is in Chriſt Jeſus, from which he cansot. fall 


away, according to that Promiſe in Rev. 3. 12. Him that over- 
cometh will I make a Pillar in the Temple of my God, and he ſhall 
go n0 mere out, and { will write upon him the Name of my God, 
4nd the Name of the City of my God, which s New Jeruſalem, 
which cometh down from Heaven, from my God, and will write 
#por him my New Nawe. And they allo believe, That ſuch a 
one may come to be aſſured, that he is in ſuch a Rate, even as 
the Apoſtle was, who ſaid, for 1 am perſwaded, that neither 
Death nor Life, nor Angels, nor Principalities nor Powers, nor 
Things preſent nor Things to come, nor Heighth nor Depth, nor any 
other Creature ſhall be able to ſeparate us frow the Love of Ged, 
which is in Chriſt 7eſuz our Lord, Rom.8. 38, 39- Chap. 


CHAP. IX 


Concerning PerfeQtion, 


V Hich DoGQtrige, though it be firmly founded in Scrip- 
ture, yet is it rejeted and ſet at naught, becaule 
*tis believed by the Quakers; notwithſtanding which they free- 
ly confeſs, that a perfe& Principle they plead for, and preſs the 
neceſſity and benefit of man's believing and conformity to it : 
Therefore I ask their Adverſaries,ls it any Crime te be Perfect ? 
To which if they thalf anſwer, (as incffe@ they have ſaid) This 
1s to be accounted File. To ſuch my Reply is, I hope that the 
Lord will inable his People to become, and be contented to be 
counted more Vile: For to this Abraham was commanded by 
God under the Old Teſtament, as *tis written, Ger. 17, 1. The 
Lord appearcd unto Abraham, ſaying, I avs the Almighty God, 
walk before me, and be theu perfeF. And to this we are 
commanded by Chriſt under the New, whoſe words are thus 
Recorded, Afat. 5. 48. Be ye therefore Perfett, as your Father 
which « in Heaven us Perfeft, Nor is it only commanded, but. 
alfo promiſed ;, ſee Rom. 6. 14. For Sin ſhall not have Dominion 
over you. Andin22, 2:.verfes, there we find it experienced; 
for the Apoſtle ſpeaks of ſuch as were made free from Sin, and be- 
come Servants to God, and had their Fruit nnto Holineſs, and 
the end Everlaſting Lif-: For the wages of Sin is Death, but 
the gift of God is eternal Life through Feſus Chriſt our Lord. And 
in Kom. 8.2. there Paul ſpeaks his own experience, For the 
Law of the Spirit of Life in Chriſt Feſus, hath made me free from 
the Law of Sin and. Death, faithhe. And therefore he exhorts 
the Corinthians, Having theſe Promiſes aearly beloved, let us 
cleanſe our ſelves from all filtuineſs of Fleſh and Spirit, perfetting 
Holineſs in the f:ar of God, 2 Cor. 7.1. AndJ in 1 Cor. 2.6. 
"Tis ſaid, the Apoſtle ſpake Wiſdom aruong them that were 
_ - Peife:. 
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Perfe&; and in 2 Cor. 12.9. the Apoſtle wiſhes their Perfe- 
ion: and thus he concludes his Epiſtle to them in the 11th 
verſe of the ſame Chapter, Finally Brethren, farewell, be perfeF, 
&c. Aud this was it the Apoſtle Fames deſire, (viz.) that thoſe 
to whom he wrote might be perfeR and intire, lacking nothiog, 
Fames 1.5. Forit was the end of the Apoſtles Miniſtry, that 
they might preſent every man Perfe& in Chriſt Jeſus, labouring 
Col. 1, 18; fervently in Prayer for them, that they might 

9%. * 10; ftandperfeRt and compleat in all the will of God: 
And in behalf of the Theſſalonians, Panlprayeth, That the very 
God of Peace would ſantifie thrm wholly, that their whole Spirit, 


* Upon which Text 1 heard 
a Preacher of your ows thu 
Paraphraſe; The Words, ſaith 
he, ſignific a compleatneſs in 
the ſubjet, that nothing be 
wanting : For to be negatively 
blameleſs, is to be without 
Crime, to be without Offence 
to be without Fault; but to 
be poſitively blamelcfs, is to be 
in ſome meaſure Innocent ; *tis 
to belike Adam in his pureCre- 
ation; *tis to make Chriſt our 
Pattern. Now whether this 
doth not tantamount toPerfettion 


Soul and Body might be preſer- 
ved blameleſs unto the coming 
of our Lord Yeſus Chriſt* x 
Theffal. 5. 23. And we find 
the Apoſtle Peter making the 
ſame Supplication , even that 
the God of all Grace would make 
them perfett, 1 Pet.5.10. This 
being the vesy end for which 
God appointed Teachers in his 
Church,as*tis written, Ephe/.4. 
11,12,13. He gave ſome Apoſtles 
and ſome Prophets, and ſome E- 
vangeli/ts, and ſome Paſtors and 
Teachers, for the perfetiting of 
the Sammts, for the Work of the 


Pl leave the Reader to Fudge Aliniſtry, for the edifying of the 
Body of Chriſt, till we all come 
in the Unity of the Faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, 
wnto a perfeit man, unto the meaſure of the ſtaturg of the fulneſs 
-of Chrift» Yea, this ſeems to be the end of Chriſts giving 
himſelf for his Church, that he might ſanRife and cleanſe it,that 
he might preſent it to himfelf a glorious Church, not having 
Spot or Wrinkle, or any ſuch thing, but that it ſhould be Holy 
and without 'Blame; ſee Epheſ. 5. 26, 27. Therefore thoſe 
that deny PerfeCtion to be attainable by the Lords People, doin 


effect 
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Concerning PerfeFinn, 36 


effe&t deny Chriſt the one Offering : For by one Offering he 
hath perfe&ted forevey them that are San&ified, as ſaith the 
Apoſtle, Hcb.10.14. Wherefore faith John, Whoſo is Born 
of God doth net commit Sin, for his Seed remaineth in him, and he 
cennot Sin becauſe he is born of God, 1. John 3.9. Theſe-and 
many more Scriptures which I might have quoted,do abundantly 
{peak forth a Man of God, or a truly Godly man,, to-be Per- 
fe or Compleat in Chriſt Therefore Perfefti0, mult needs 
be: attainable even in this Life; and to ſhew that 1it1s not 
altogether unfeaſible to be attained, I ſhall bring in Inftances . 
ofſome which have attained it : Noak was 4 Fuſt man & Perfett 
in his Generation, Gen. 6.9. Jobwas a Perfett and an Upright 
Man, one that feared God and eſchewed Evil, Job 1.8. _ Naiha- 
niel was an [ſraciite indeed, in whom:'was 110 Etwle, John 1..47+... 
Zachevias; «4 Elizaberh were both Rightroms before God, walking . 
in all the Commandments «nd Ordinances of the Lord Liawaleſ, 
Luke I. 1,:2« ' Indeed, this is the ene thing needful:, for Circum- 
cifiow is nothing, and Uncircumtifion is \nothing, but keehing the 
Commandments of, Cod; 1 Cor. 7. 19: Thi #sthat that hath the | 
Bleſſing, and gives right to partake thereof ' for "tis written, Bleſs . 
ſed are they that dons Commandmints, that they may have right 

zo the Tree of | Life, and may enter inthrough the Gates inta the _ _ 
City, Revelat, 22.14. And this is the Perſeftion the Quakers 
plead for, viz. That people may conform unto, and come to 
be guided by that perfe& Principle ef God, 'pſaced not only in 
theix Conſciences, but in the Conſciences of all eds Pay as. 
they yield Obedience to, they will be inabled to keep 25 


—-, An. 


v1) 


Com-' 
mangments of the Lord, and ſo come to witneſs in themſelyes .. 
the fulfilling of his Determination, which is, To finiſh Tranſ- . | 
greſſion, and to make an End of Sin, and to bring in Evetlaſt- * ., 
"g ightcouſnefs, as was ſeen in Daniel's Viſion, Chap. 9. © 
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CHAP. X. 


Concerning Infallibility, 


| O?7 E Charge more I have heard brought in againſt the 

Luekers, and that is, They, own Infallibility, and this 

(fay ſothe) there i none own but the Papifts «nd them; therefore 
we kzow n0t how to diſtinguiſh them. 

1 Anſwer : || Becauſe the Papifts ſay, Their Church is infalli- 


f| It s not atpreſe Laid up- 
#n we tp diſcevet all en 


of Popery, therefore. ] ſhall ſay 


ment. 


ne more, then what is pe 
te my ſpreſent Matter : But 


that the Pepiſts are far from. 
Infallibility ( nerwsrbftanding . 
'/ reg highly therets)i heir, - 
, 


th 
Difference in Doftrines ( to. 
which Bellarmine bimſelf hath 


confeſt) with the Diſagreement. 
of their Popes' { one pulling. 
down what , another had [et up). 
and "the... ifſentien of their - 


Couhcils { . particularly about 
the Popes Supremacy , - their 
Priefts Marriages, and Wor- 


ſhipping of Images;z wherein 


one Synod hath deereed what 4- 
nether hath diſſannulled) their 
own Writings witneſs againſt 
them.; :which thoſe that have 


read 


ble, (which ye yourſelves -af- 


\ firm to be no true Church; ſo 
not the Spouſe: of Chriſt, 'but - 


the Mother of Harlots, and 


all Abominations of the Earth) 
and. becauſe 'the Papifts ay, 


Their "Canieils) are Infallible , 


_ (whom we know do miſerably  - 
thwart and contradiRt 'one"a- 

. nother) and. becauſe they lay, . 
: The Judgment of the Pope that's 


Infallihle (though he ſpeakne- 


ver fo atth-beſides the Mae. ©" 
'ter) had NT: 6d pk the 
Onakers ſay, The Spirit of the -* 
Lord, that i infallible (which 


teaches to deny all Ungodlineſs 


and Worldly Luſts,. and is"af-" | 
waycsat Unity with its bleſſed by 
ſelf, and is the Chriſtians Dre- " 


cle for Advice in all Concerns ) 
will there admit of no diftinRi- 
on þetween thele? Certainly 


they 
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Concerning Inf libility. 39 


they want Reaſon as welljas read anything of Papal Story, 
Faith, who cannot” judge how cannot but have a Knowledge 
theſe may be diſtinguiſhed : of. 
They place Infa/ibsliry in Per- 
ſons, we inthe Holy Spirit and 
its Teachings. : | | 

But further to clear the Matter, and wipe off this Scandal, of 
the Quakers being counted Concealed Papifts (I think) George 
Whitebead and William Penn, their Declarations before the Par- 
liament, at theis Seffions, held in the firft Moneth, Anne 1678. 
together with the Teſt (containing ſeveral Articles, ſhewing 
the Do&rinal Differences between the Quakers and the Rewan- 
Catholicks) which was ſubſcribed ro by ſeveral Hands. of ſuch 
azare well knownin this City, and then given in to a Committee 
of Parliament, requiring the ſame; and the Cafe was after- 
wards moved.in the Houle : ſo that, as I ſaid before, (I think) 
ſuc the Knowledge of this publick Difcrimination, way very 
well ſerve any that are but willing to be nndeceived, both to re- 
ike their Miſtakes concerning the People called Quakers, and 
rogive them ſatisfaftion: For I muft confeſs, it went far with 
we, inmy ownferious Thoug hts about them, although then I 
was far from them ; yet I could not but conclude, there was a 
Hand of Providence had wrought wonderſully for them, in gi- 
ving them an Opportunity of clearing both themſelves and their 
Principle of that unjuſt Cenfure, 'which had ſo long lain upon 
tac. : | 4 

But to conc'ude this Point : Though I have keard it ſaid, The 

uakers hold T heme lves Infalible;, 1 ſcenow it is notſo: they 
hold not themſelves Infallible, as they are Men; but only as 
they are guided by the infallible Spirit, namely, the Spirit of 
the Lord, a Meaſure of whieh he hath placed in all men; and 
this never failed any, who were led by the fame: yet whatever 
can be ſaid: to evince the Truth of the Quakers Principle, 
whereby the Innocent may be vindicated; *tis no wander to 
have theix Sayings wrong reported, and their Sence quite per- 
verte. | 

| G 3 And 


F * 


40 Concerning Infakibility. 


And now my former acquaintance, to whom I preſent-this 
fmal{ Treatiſe ; will you not yield your ſelves Miſtaken in the 
Reports you have received? I treely acknowledge to you, for 
my part Iam willing ſo to do, ard that with Shame taken to my 
ſelf herein, my Lot having been caſt ſo near this Land of 'Goſhen, 
that it may well be wondred at, why. I did- not diſcern my Mi- 
Rakes long ere this time: Now though it cannot be ſoſaid of 
you, that the Light has ſhone ſo clear about you, yet know this 
every one of you, the Light hath ſhined in you, and that (Iam 
ſare) as it i; heeded, will make manifeſt to you, how falſly the 


People called Quakers have been accuſed They have beenlook- | 


edupon (like the Apoſtles indays paſt) as Setters forth ef ſtrange 
Gods; they have been counted as unknown, and yet well krown, 
they have been reckoned as Decervers, and yet true: fox Truth 
don't uſe to ſuffer under its own Name; but when men can faften 
the name of Hereſie upen its Principle, then they think they 
have Pretence enough to puniſh its Proſelytes; and fo it is with 
theſe, as it was with the Chriftians of old; their Adverſaries 
put Bear-Skins upon them, and then ſet Dogs to bait them. 
There were ſuch, *tis known, that were counted the Filth of 
the World, and as the Off ſcouring of all things, who wandred 
z bout in Sheep-skins and Goat-skins, being Ceſtitute, afflited, 
tormented, of whom the Wot[d was not wortky : And what if 
I ſhall fay, fuch there are now? yet are they Slighted, Con- 
temned, Derided, Reproached, Reviled, Defamed, Slander- 
cd, Traduced, Malign'd, Vilified and ſet at nought, as if the 
worſt term that could be given them, were even good enough : 
One while, they arc branded for 1liiterate Nov ces; another 
while, counted {o profoundly Learned, that they muſt need: be 
Feſnits © though ti:at Order can boaſt of Antiquity, whitſt theſe 
are looked vpon as a Novelty; yet are they found in the ſame 
ancient Faith with Righteou: Abe! in the beginning :. But 'tis 
no new thing for Truth to be called an Vpſtart, and then proſe- 
cuted under the Name of Novilliſm. 


Thus, 
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Concerning Infallibility. An 


Thus, having ſhewn inſeveral Particulays how greſfly people 
have abuſed the Principle of the Quaker, I ſhould nextly come 
to ſpeak concerning their Praftices, to ſeeif they find any more 
Favour; but remembring my Promiſe was, not only to re&i- 
fie Peoples Miſtakes concerning, but to inform them in the Prin- 
ciple of True Religion (for the Principle of Truth is but One) 
I thall therefore, accoxding to the Manifeſtation of the Spirit 
given unto me, endeayour to fignifie, What this Pringiple 55, 
From whow it comes, and Whereto it leads. 
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Principle of Trach, 


What it 15,” From Whom 1c comes, | 


and W hereto it leads. 


fd 
covers Sin to the Soul, reproves for it, and makes it appear ex- 


ededingTinful; quickens ſuch as accept and believe in it, though 
they weredeadin Treſpaſſes and Sins, makes them alive to God, # 
and bringeth up into Conformity to the Image of his Son & 
Chriſt Jefus, that he may be the Firſt-born among many Bre- # 


thres. 


Epheſ..5. 23. Allthings that are reproved, are made manifeſt by 


the Light ;, for whatſeever doth makg manifeſt, is Light. There- * 
fore ſaith Chrift, Jobn 3. 20,21. Every onethat doth Evil, ba- | 
reththe Light, neither cometh to the Light, leſt bis Deeds ſhould | 


be reproved: But hethat doth Truth, cometh to the Light, that 


his Deeds may be made manifeſt that they are wrought in God. |: 


Epheſ. 2. 4,5,6. But God, who is rich in Merey, for his great 
Love, wherewith he loved uw when we were dead in Sins, hath 


quick- 


3" T is a Principle of Divine Light and Life, of Chriſt 1 
| Jeſus, placed in the Conſcience, which opens the Un. | 
derſtanding, enlightens the Eye of the Mind, dif- E 


That this Deſcription accords with Apoſtolical DoQtrine, ſee * 


Conctruing the Principle of Truth, AZ. 


quickened ua together with Chriſt, 6. Rom.$.29. For whowhe 
did fore-know, he alſs did predefiinate to be conformed to the I- 
mage of his Son, that he might be the Firſt-born among many 
Frethren. 

Thus in general have [ briefly deſcribed the C hriftian-Prince- 
ple; but that I may make itfurther intelligible unte you, I feel 
it upon me to write more particularly, that fo when you ſhall 
read it by a familiax Demonftration, you may' the ſooner be 
pxevail'd upon te yield te its Operation. (1-6: 
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7] cnet dds the Principle of Truth. 


which Grace of Gd is die where talled t&e 'Li3ht of felis, he 
bring thatGiſtof Grate, 81Uer'f by God'to enlighttn the Chilgren 
of Men, as. *tis written” of him.” Foh.'T. 9." He is that rrue 
Light, who lighteth every man that cometh into the World, And 

this is he whom 'the- Father promited by the Mouth of his Pro- 
phet, laying i/ wil grve rbee' for. s Covenant of the Pe we, fer a, 
Light of the Gentiles, I(a, 42.6." 'The (aptie is again Ipoken of, 

Chap. 49: 6..1t 55 @ light thing ht Hint houldft be my Servant. 
to raiſe up the Tribes of Jacob; an ro reftore the Preſerved of 
Iſrael; 1will alſo give thee for a Covenant to the Gentiles, that 

thou may ft be my Salvation to the -Endgsof the Earth. - And the, 
Prophet 1[az#b ſpeaking: to 'the Ettnrch, * Chap. 60, 30< faith. 
thus, The Lord you be thine Everlaſting Light, To which: the 
Prophet David brings in his Experience, The Lerd 5r my Laght 
aud my Salugtion, faith he, Pſal.2y. 1. This is indeed. the 


aighey Saviour, he upen whom the Father hath laid help, and 


whois able to ſave unto the uttermoſt,all that eome unto God by 


bigs whoſe appearanceis Light, wher&y he Dikireys andRe- 


Proves Sin inmnenz; foe: ther uct vpn reſet kim. 7 yi 
For this ig he; hotathy opt. Diya, o that, 
Rev. 3: 7. -. opencthithe Underſtandings I ople, by which 
25a _ underſtand the Scciptures | when they read. | 
' -, » { (he. 
This is he, who hatiodifeoecesd himſelf tobe God maniſeſk i in 


theficſh; and alfo doth manifeſt Lf ME Fleth, i by 


wedwellii 27i- - O08 eto, 


This is bez who when he was 0n Eirth;" yielded both JV.iy : 


and Paſſive Obedience to his heavenly Father,” in Life, DoArine -. 


and Death; which 1 krmly do believe, was. a Sactifice accept- ,, 
able upto God for theSins of Men; bybebicfiag hs » whom, and 
no pf Sing - COMES; 1 


tobe kaown;:and ſÞ the Creathre finds Accent; Vihite Fa Fa i; 


yielding Obedience to-him, :Pardon an: Remulh 


ther through the Son, 11 © | 
This.is be, who juſtifies by Faith in his ownri Naine. | 
This is he which imputes hisewn Righteouſneſs to the Chil.” 
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_y ſuch in the hour of 'Temptationg Rev: 3: 10.7 + * 


if any go out fromhim, who'iis a God at hand, 


Concerning the Principle of Truth, 45 
in.imputing his own Righteouſneſs unto us all creaturely aRings 
are but in vain,) * - 


This is ke that hath laid down his Life for us, and took it 
upon again; for ſaith he, / have Power ſo to do, John 10. 18. 


And by the ſame Power that raiſed his own 'Body out of the 
. Grave, doth and will he raiſe up the Souls and Bodies of Bel:e- 


.yers'to glorific his great Name, ' | Fate 

For this is he that Acquits his People ofall Sin, old as well as 
new, taking away and cleanſing them-from the Sins of their firſt 
and fallen Natures, as well as pardoning (upon Repentance) 
thoſe Sins which ſome, have at unawarcs or through weaknets 
fallen into, after they have: received the Knowledge of: the 
Truth: For he who is called the Light of the World, Fon 8. 
12. Fohn1.9. theſame iscalled the Latab ef God, that taketh 
away the Sins of the World, verſ. 29. And therefore was his 
Name called Jeſus (a Saviour) for it was ſaid he ſhould fave his 
People from their Sins, at. 1. 21. ? OSA. 

.This ishe, who baptizeth his People with the Water of Life 
and Regeneration, and ſealeth up his love to their Souls, by gi- 
ving them his Fleſh to cat, which is the true Bread that cometh 
down from Heaven. 

This is he that gives true freedom of will to hisPeople, where- 


by they can cheerfully ſerve him, and keep the Word of his 


patience, though in much AfMi&ion; 'and he hath promiſed to 
his #s the Lord our Righteouſneſs, and he of whons our Righ- 
reonſneſs is, * as ſaith the Prophet, which while 


Fo” 
we abide in him, we have a ſure ſtanding : But Jer. 23- 6. 


Ifa. 54+ 17. 


and. whoſe Salvation is near to be revecald in all ;36..1-25: 9: 


'thatwait forhim ; -then*tisno.wonder if they fail of the Riches 


of that Grace whictris treafured up in him. :' 
' This is he whoſe Works and Wayes are: all Perfect, and in 


-himi we are made compleat; that is as we.ire en by his Spi- 


rit, which he gives to leadthe Saints'into all iTruth,- according 


to his .protniſe; '7 obn 163113, 14. Howbeit, when the; Spirit of 
'Fruth'is combs” he'willledd you ito all Truth; for he ſtial take of 


mine 
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mine and ſhall ſhew it unto you, ſaith Chrifth and this his Spirit 
by which his People are led, is an Infallible, Spizit : Now 5f any 
wan have not the Spirit of Chriſt (which jgInfallible) he i none 
of bis, faith the Apoſtle, Row. 8.9. Ad now if any man have 
and profels to be led by this Spirit of Chriſt, he is made a Scoff 
even by the very Profeſſors of this Age. : 
Thus I have again touch'd upon the former Barticulars,where- 
1n I undertook to Vindicate Truth and its Follewers, in all which 
Fobn 1 Chriſt (the Light and Life of Men) is all in all un- 
' + tohisPeople: For Chriftianity doth not conſiſt in 
the . belief of ſo many. DoAtrines, Articles and Principles (as 
ſome ſuppoſe) but in conformity unto that one Eternal Principle, 
to wit, the Light of Chriſt manifeſt inthe Conſcience, and yet 
leads inte a heavenly Order, both in De@rine, Principle -and 
Converſation, accosding to the diverfity of its Gifts, whereby 
man comes not to beat liberty in his own Will, but bound a- 
gain to God, which is the trueſignification of the word Religion: 


And this Light ef the unetring Spirit (by which the Lord leads | 


his People in the Way Everlaſting) it ſhineth within, (wark) 
It ſhineth inthe Darkneſs, though the Darkneſs comprehend it not, 

as faith the Apoſtle, Fob 1.5. It ſhines in the dark Heazt of 
-man, though man in his dark ſtate cannot diſcern what it is, yet 
ts this thatſure Word ef Prophecy, whereunto we do well ts 

take heed, as unto a Light that ſhineth in a dark place, untill 
the Day dawn, and —— ariſe in our Hearts, accord- 

ing to that, 2 Per. 1. 19. whichis as much as if the Apoſtle. had 
ſaid, This is commendable that yen give diligent heed to the 

leaft meafure of this Light, or Grace of God, which he hath 

diſpenced to you, till he ſkall ſee fit to beſtow a greater meaſure 
upon you: Fortis ſtil] but one thing that:Lam-defcribing, al- 

_ rendered by divers Names,..inalmuckas theſure:Word of 
Prophecy, and the Day-Star here ſpoken of, differ only in 

Degrees,notin Nature and Kind;both which:Exprefſions denote 

to us,that anegift of Light and Grace through-Cheift Jefus free- 

ly beſtowed onall men, and actordibg to the improvement that 

they make of: their Meaſures, »{o an. increaſe: thereef:is.admini- 

ftred to them - Tt was by this 'Light that:Fob. walked _ 

Darkncts, 
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Concerwing the Principle of Trath, 47 


Barkneſs, Fob 29. 8. Andit is by this Light that we come to 
ſee our Darkneſs ; but *tis not that we ſhould abide in Darkneſs, 
but walk through it, and come out of it by following the Light 
of Chriſt, that -in his Light we may ſee more Light, and fo 
cone to reccive the Light of Life, as *tis written, John 8. 12. 
Then ſpake Jeſu unto them, ſaying, I amthe Light of the World, 
he that foloweth me ſhall not walk in Darkneſs, but ſhall have the 
Light of Life. And praiſed be the Lord, there is a Remnant 
who have experienced it,- and can ſzy with the Apoftle, this 
thing is true in them -(viz.) The Darkyeſs « paſt, and the true 
Light now fhineth, 1 John2. 8. Which Light is a Light of the 
Spirit of the Lord dwelling in his People ; and therefore what- 
ever the World may think concerning them, *tis no prefump- 
tion in them to own they are made Poſſceſſors of the ſame : For 
ſaith the Apoftle to the Corinthians, Know ye not that ye are the 
Temples of God, and that the Spirit of God awelleth tn your, For ye 
are the Temples of the living God, as God hath ſaid, | will dwell 
inthem, and walk in them, 1 Cor. 3.16. 2 Cor.6.16, Now 
fince God himfelf is ſaid in Scripture to dwell and walk in his 
People; why ſhould it be thought Arrogant for them to 
lay, Chrift in them is the hope of their Glory, according to 

that of the Apoſtle, Col. 1.27. To whom God would make known 
what is the Riches of the Glory of this Myſtery —_— Gen- 
tiies, Chriff in you the hope of Glory, And let me tell you, this 
was the Judgment of Dr. 

Langly, which -1 my ſelf Theſc Inſtances I bring in to 

heard from him, ina Sermon ſhew how thoſe that ſpeak a- 

preach't upon that Text, gainſt the Quakers Principle, 

(viz.) That the great Goſpel (which is Chriſt manifeſt within) 

Treaſure 1s the Lord Jeſus are forced many times (by the 

Chrift,and the glory of that Power of the ſame Principle in 
Treaſure is Chriſt in us. This themſelves) in plain words tocon- 
was his Obſervation, and. fels to the ſame. 


& this I think is Confeflion ; 

clear enough to the Truth of our Aſertion ( viz.) That in 
| being guided by the Light (which is the Spirit of Chriſt) 
& Within us; hereby a ſure Hope of Eternal Glory is given 


Ex H 2 to 
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to us: However we do not conclude Chriſt in our {elyes 
only, tut we ſay # meaſure of his Light (in. order to ſhew 
; the-way of Life) every manis, or hath been enlightned with ; 


. Nor yet do we include him in the fleſhly Temples of Mea and | 
Womens Hearts, fo as to exclude him from being any where 
elſe, but as we know his Preſence fills Heaven and Earth, fo we | 
belicve, that notwithſtanding his appearance in our Hearts, he # 
is continually at the Right Hand of God, at the Right Hand of |. 
the Majefty on High,' ever Living to make Interceſhon for us, | 


and by his Spirit we feel the Signification thereof within vs. 


For this Grace of God, which is the Light of Jeſus, *tis a # 
meaſure of the Divine Spirit; and a Manifeftation of it is given F 
to every man to profit withal; ſee 1 Cor. 12.7. Yea, this Uni- | 
verfal Principle, which 1 am deſcribing, it is a Meaſure of the | 


quickening Spivit, even of that Spirit whichraiſed up Jeſus from 7 


the Dead; by the Indwelling of which inus, we come to be re- | 
newed in the Spirit of oux Minds, and to have our Mortal Bodies | 


quickned, ſo as to capacitate us to ſerve the Lord with our Spi- 
Tits, and with our Bodies, which are his. 

Now if any fhall think I have raiſcd this Principle too high, 
let ther read Row. 8.11. and they will find the Apoſtle ſpeakin 
expreſly, If the Spirit of him that raiſed up Feſua Fram. the den 
awekt in you, he that raiſed up Chrift from the dead, ſhall alſo 


quicken your Alorta! Bodies, by bis Spirit that awelleth in you.. 


Therefoxe (as I ſaid before) *tisno Arrogancy for the People 
of God to own, that they have the Spirit of Ged dwelling in 
them; for * 
Natural Conſcience; but a Spiritual Divine Principle, by which' 


tisnot the Light ef Nature, nor the DiQates of ai 
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Men and: Women are raifed from the Death of Sin, toſerve 


Godin Newneſs of Life, and Obedience of Converſation. 


- No Keader, let me tell thee, Nothing Natural will, or can, | 


concerning tke former Con- | 


reach ſo far, Nature cannot —_ Nature ; .it muſt be a higher 
Power, thatcan cauſe to put © 


verſation, the Old Man, which is Corrupt, according to De- | 


es”; 
EY 
4 


FF 
if 


a 


ceitful Luſts, by renewing the Spirit of the Mind, fo as to cauſe 
us to put on the New Man, Chriſt Jeſus, which aftey.God is | 


creatcd in Righteouſneſs and trve Holineſs; and ſo Old Things | 
. : 3, well £ ( 4 FI 4 are 
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are wade. to paſs away ; behold, all things are become New + 
Lo. here isa New Creature, as there is a putting off the Old 
Man with his Deeds, there is a p:fling away of the fiſt Heavens 
and tte fiſt Earth; and thenb«t old, Ncw Heavens and a New 
Earth, whercin dwelleth Righteouſneſs, as there is a coming 
to this Law of the Spirit of Life in Chriſt Jeſus (which Law is 
inward, written in the Heart, and Engravcn on the Inward 
Parts) there is a ſetting Free frem the Law of Sin and Death : 
And ſo we come to know a. Blotting out of the 

L aw of Commandments contained in Ordinances, Col. 2.14. 
which was againſt #1, and contrary to wy our Lord Rom. 8.16. 
having taken them and nailed them to his Croſs. 

And thus, He that believeth (in the Croſs of Chriſt, which is 
the Power of God unte Salvation) hath a Witnef in himſelf ,the 
Spirit ut ſelf beareth thim Witx.eſs that they are the Children of 
Ged, accorCing tothatin 1 Jchn 5.10. Rim. 8.16. And as they 
continve in the Faith they come to be ſealed with the holy Spi- 
rit of Promiſe, and to ſet to their Seals that God is True : . For 
Faithful is he that hath prcmiſed, who alſo will doit z heath 
promiſed toredecm us from all Iniquity,wk.crefore let us kope in 
his Word, and zot grieve his holy Spirit, » hereby we are ſealed 
uito the Day of our compleat Redemption, according to the Apo- 
file's Advice, Fpheſ. 4.30. O! let us tzke hecd that we do 
not vex and quench the Spirit of Chriſt within us, that ſo. we 
be not of thole (complained of by Nehemiah) To whom the Lard 
gave his good Spirit, but they rebelled againſt it (And what then?) 
fo he became their Enemy and fought againſt them. Theſe were 
ſuch of whom Fob ſpeaks, Chap. 24. 13. ſaying, They are of 
thoſe that rebel againſt the Light (the Light and Spirit here ſpo- 
kenof, being one in Being, and not divided, but diſtinguiſhed 
only in degrees of Diſcoverics ; ) for this Spirit is a Spirit of 
Wiſdcm ard Revelation in the Knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt, 
, Which epeneth and enlighteneth the Eye of the Underſtanding, and 
giveth to know what is the Hope of the Calling of Chriſt Feſwa, and 
What 15 the Rickes of the Glory of his ! heritarce in the Saints, 
according to the Apoftle*s Prayer to God for the Epheſians, 
Chap. 1. 17,18, And this-was it that Chriſt prcmiled, when 
FO | c 


50 ' Concerning the Principle of Truth,” 
he was about to leave his Diſciples (as to his Perſonal preſence 
amongft them) at which their Hearts began to'be ſorrowful, 
he therefore tells them, to comfort them, he that dwellerh with 
you hall be in you, John 14.17. Thereby he mcant himſelf, 
(who then was prefent with, but paſſin- from them in the 
Fleſh) would come again unte them, and abide forever with then, 
in the Spirit: For the Lord 1s that Spirit, ſaith the Apoſtle, 
2 Cor.'3.17. Wherefore he bids them Examine themſelves whe- 
ther they be in the Faith; Prove your own ſelves, faith he, knoy 
you not your own ſelves, how that Chriſt is in you, Except you be 
Reprobates, 2 Cor: 13.5. And hereby know we that we are 
not ina Reprobate ſtate, becauſe we witneſs the Spirit of Chriſt 
dwelling m us. For this Principle of which I write, *tis the 
Union which we have received from the holy One, whereby 
we know all things: that is, this doth inftru& us in all things 
that are necefſary to be known by us. For *tis that ſpiritual 
anointing that the Apoſtle Fohs {peaks of, which thoſe who have 
receivedit (and in whom it abides) need not that any man 
teach them, but as the ſame anointing teacheth them all things, 
and is Truth and is no Lye, even 4s it hath taught them, they 
ſhould abidein him, 1 John 2. 14. that is, in Chrift Jeſus, from 
whom this anointing doth come : Now wholo is taught by this 
Anointing the ſame is taught by God, as it is writtenin the Pro- 
Phets, And they ſhaltbe alltaught of God. Every mantherefore 
that bath heard and hath learned of the Father cometh unto me, 
faith Chrift, John 6.45. For this was the Promiſe of the Father, 
even the »ew Covenant which he made with the Houſe of 1ſrae!, 
After thoſe Dayes, faith the Lord, 7 will put my Laws into their 
Minds and write them intheir Hearts; and I will be tothem 4 
God, andthey ſhak be to me 4 People : Andthey fhalinet teach every 
man bis Neighbour, and every man his Brother, ſaying, Know 
the Lord, for they ſhall a1 know me from the leaſt to the greateſt, 
Fer. 31.33, 34. This being the Tenoure -of the New Cove- 
nant, That all the Children of the Lord ſhall be taught of the 
Lord,and in Righteonſneſsſhall they be eſtabliſhed, Ia. 54. 13, 14. 
Which implies, that God will teach them ſo effeRually by his 
Free Spirit, that they ſhall not ſtand in need of Yr = 
. mY rophet. 
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© rophet. But here I muſt obviate an ObjeAion, before I cat 
proceed. 


Peffibly ſome may ask me, Why then do thoſe People that thou 
art now pone amongſt, keep up their Publick_ —_ to Preach and 
fo.Teach People the Way of + alvation ? What need ts there of ther 
Teaching, if every one hath aTeacher in them, able te Inſtruft 
thew in che Way to the Kingdom? 


To whom I Anſwer: Firſt, Though 1 did ſay as much, as 
that every one hath a Divine Teacher in them, yet Idid not ſay, 
that every one knows this Teacher in them : For this hath been 
the Miſery of many Ages of the World, Peeple have gone out 
after the many Lo here's and Lothere's to find Chriſt without 
them, in the mean time negleRing his Appearance within them, - 
even as was foretold by Chriſt himſelf, when he was on Earth'in 
the days of his Fleſh, 1: the Laſt Dayes, faith he, they ſhall ſay, 
Lo here is Chriſt, and Lo he is there, but go ye not out after thew, 
nor follow them; behold, 1 bave told you before, Mat. 24.25. 
Luker7. 28. And now ſince we ypon whom the Ends of the 
World are come, have ſeen it ſo come to paſs, that People are 
]sone from this Gift of God in themſelves, to the many outward 
Obſervations ef Dayes, Times, and Superftitious. Cuſtoms, 
thinking to find Chriſt in them, whilſ they ſhut their Eyes as 
gainſt his Light, which ſhineth in their C onſciences- to guide 
their Feet in the Path of Peace: Is it not high time for his 
faithful Watchmen, whoſee the danger of ſuch aſtate, to Cry 
aloud unto the People that they may take Warning before it be 
toolate;; and therefore do they lift up their Voice like a Trum> 
pet, ts ſound a Retreat tothe Inhabitants of the Earth, who 
are-without the Spiritual City of Refuge, that they may eturn 
iatime, and lay holdef the: Horns of the heavenly Altar, and 
get into the Habitation or Tower of ſafety, before' the Enemy 
of their Sou!s take the ftrong hold of their Hearts, and fortifie 
himſelf againſt chem, and. keep. them, without. the Gates; till 
the Avenger of Blood (who once would: have. had Mercy- on: 
them)” purſue and':overtake them, and fa they be detroyed : 
Therefore, right- glad are the Heaxts, of many — | 
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heard.this joyful Sond CRETIRE TO THE INWARD 
GRACE | thereby lignitying to them where Help is to be 
had, who were ſecking Salvation fxom the Hills and from. the 
Mountains, yet laboured but invain, but in returning and in 
Reſt they nave found themlelves ſaved, according to the Word 
of the Lord by the Prophet 1ſa:ah 30.15. _—” 
Secondly, Although I did lay, That all the Children of the 
Lord are taught of the Lord, yet 1 did notlay, that all are his 
F Children; for *tis they, and they only, who are 
Rom. 8.14. led by the Spirit of God that are the Sons of God. 
is | For.though the Lord hath given his Spirit; yea, 
his Son to be a L2ader and a' Commander to the People, yet 
many there are who do not follow ais Guidance, ſaying in their 


Hearts (what the jews ipake with their Mouthes) We will nor ' 


have this Man to reign over w. Now is taese not necd that 
lome ſhould leck to convince ſuch of the Evil of their Ways, 
and the'Error of theis Doings (who inftead of walking in the 
Straight, and Norrow Way of Rightcouſncſs, which leads-to 
verlaſting Life, are going on in the Broad Way of Sin an1 
V.ickedneis, which-leads down to the Chambers of Death) 
that lo they may be periwaded to leave off the Weapon: of their 
Rebellion, where-with they fight againft God, and wound 
their own Souls; and ſubmit themſelves unto his Ambaſſador 
of Peace, the Spirit of; his Son in their Conſciences, that true 
Balm of Giliead, with which they may be healed. 5 119. 
Thirdly, That 1 may be rightly underftood, let me acquaint 
my Reader , neither dol affert, that thoſe who are fect out as 
Travellers in Sions Read, are at once ſo perfeRly inftruſted in 
all the Paths thereof, that they need not to inquire of thole that 
are gene. before, which is the way thither, whole experiences 
may betothem of uſe, for efcaping the: Snares which the fubtil 
Fowlet layeth to catch Souls in, both on the Right hand and on 
the Left, that ſo they may walk right forward with their Faces 
S:0n-ward, untill they ſhall come to ſit doynin Heavenly places 
in Chriſt Jeſus our:-Lord: ) £406 16 148576 gf 
: Laftly,” Nor is-it altogether uſeleſs; for thoſe that arc eſtas: 
bliſhed in-the Truths bo hear the things thereof declared, not3 
("24D | wn nd withſtanding 
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withſtanding they knew the ſame before, yet may it be to the 
ſticring vp ot cacir pure mins by way ot rememorance, of tie 
dealings of the Lord with theatelves in dayes that are palt; an'! 
for the comtorting and refreſh.n5 of taeir Spirits, to tecl how 
tlie Work of the Lord profpers ia others of his People, aad fgs 
t.eclcaring and making glag thor Hearts, is hear how Truth 
prevails and gets Groun4 inthe Earth. Tits therefore is the 
cnd of all Declaration> amongſt us (viz.) that the ignorant may 
be Inftruted; that-Gzin-layers may be Convinced, that the 
Weak may be Confirmed, and that the Strong 'may be « onfo- 
lated ; FThcrefore do our Miza.ſt. rs |:bour in the Word and Do- 
Arine, to Convert Sinners to Thriſt Jetus, (the Giit of God) 
and to build up Saints in their oſt holy Faith, and to Editic ane 
another in Love. Tn ” rd 
Thus much; in Anſwer to the Obje&ion; 1o I return to the 
point in Hand, which is further to demonftrate (as the Lord 
ſhall inable me)what this Prencrple is, thatisPreacht up amongſt usz 
'Tis that divine Principle of Life which brings the Glad- 
Ticings ot Salvation near unto all, by which they may be put ih- 
to a Capacity of receiving the Grace of God in the Gifts there- 
of, which he hath purpoſed in the appearance of the Son of his 
Love, to beſtow upon as many as ſhall believe : Thi: bing tie 
Everlaſting Goſpel that Payl gloried in; 1 am net ahamed of 


. the Goſpel, . ({aith he) for it is the Power of God munto Salva't ng 


to every one that believerh, Rom.1.i6, Yea, it is that Word 


;of Reconcijiation, which God hath committed to ſuch'as himlelt 


bath called, to make thom Ambafſadors for his Son Chriſt Jcſus, 
by. the. Miniftry of which, they turn P:-ople from Darknels to 
'Light, and from the Power of Satan unto God, that they may 


 xeceiye, Forgiveneſs of Sins, and Inheritance amons «them thar 
' axe SanCtified, ' through Faith that is in Chriſt Jelus; fee Acts 


26.1 8. Thus theſe profit their Hearersz anifo do not only 
Pray, -but alſo prevail with Sinners to turn unto the Lord, that 
he may be a Father to them, and they his Sons and Daugh- 
ters, 

And this Word that reconcileth, is not afar of ; 'tis not.in 
Heaven, that any ſhould.ſay, Who ſhall 5 up for us, and bring 
I 4 
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it down to us, that we may hear it 

[] So then the Indi- and doit? || neither is it beyond the 
ans and Americans ſhal Sca, that any ſhould ſay, Who ſhall 
ner periſh for want of go over the Sea for us, and fetch it to 
theBible,which we have ws thence ? but the Word is very nigh 
here in England. unto thee, in thy Mouth and in thy 
Heart, that thou may'ſt hear it and do 

it; as was teſtified by Adeſes, a Manof God, Dext. 30. 12,13, 
and alſo by Paxl, an Apoftle of Jeſus Chriſt, Kor. 10. 6,7, 8. 
This now is the Word of Faith, which is again preach't by 
thoſe whom tke World in ſcorn call Quakers: And though ſuch 
preaching be accounted fooliſh by the learned Rabbies of our 
Age: yet let them know, *tis by the Fooliſhneſs of Preaching 
that God is pleaſed to ſave them that believe, as *tis written, 
1 Cor, 1.21. Sonotwithftanding theſe uſe not enticing werds 
which Man's Wiſcom teacheth, :yet do they preach in the E- 
vidence and Demonſtration of the Spirit, and in a way of Pow- 
er, whereby they are known to be of God (as were the Apo- 
Niles, ſee 1 Cor. 2.1,4.) And the Tendency of their Miniftry 
is to dire people to the Teaching of Chriſt, the one Prophet, 
promiſed to 1/rae!l, Dent. 18.18. which Promiſe the Apoſtle 
repeateth As 3. 22. ſaying, And it ſhall come to paſs, that 
every Soul that will net hear this Prophet, ſhall be deſtroyed from 
awongft the people, Verl. 23. Thus do they commend them- 
ſelves to every man's Conſcience in the ſight of God, by turn- 
ing them to the Light of Jeſus (the Power of God manifeſt 
' within) which, as *tis yielded to and obeyed, maketh free from 
Sin ; which till is that one thing that I am writing concerning 
(viz.) A Principle of Divine Light and Life in Chrift Jeſus, 
according to the Apoſtle*s record, Zohn 1. 4. In bimwas Life, 
and the Life was the Light of Men: And this Light, T ſay, 
(however it may be called) *tis the ſhining ef the Son of Righ- 
teovſneſs in men's Conſciences : *Tis not Conſcience, which ſome 
have deſcribed to be a reflet At of the mind (whereby men 
view tkcir paſt Ations) the which accuſes them for what they 
have done ill, and approveth of what they have done well: 
Though this be more then ſome there are will allow in this mat- 
ter; 
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ter; yet is this too ſhort to expreſs its noble Nature : For this 
Principle deth as well ſhew men the Sin of their future Evil Pur- 
poles and Intentions, as ſet before them the Iniquity of their 
former A&ions : Therefore I ſay, *tis not Conſcience, for that 
is but a created Faculty; Butthat of God placed in the Conlſci- 
cnce,hath its being from all Eternity: For he that ſhewth unto man 
bu Theughts,s the ſame that Formed the Mountains & Created the 
Winds,whoſe Name u the Lord of Heſts,as ſaith theProphet Amos, 
Chap.4.13. And this is he who is without beginning of Dayes,or 
end of Life: The Alphaand the Omege, the Firſt and the Laſt; 
the beginning of the Creation of God; the Image of the In- 
viſible God; the firſt Born of every Creature; the faithful 
Witneſs, and the firſt begotten of the Dead ; and the Prince 
of the Kings of the Earth. This is he who is the Reſurreftion 
and the Life, in all that do believe in his Light; as 'tis Recorded 
concerning him, Heb. 7. 3. Rev. u. Col.1. 15. KRev.1.5. Fobn 
It. 25. Therefore whilft ye bave the Light, believe in the Light, 
(laith Chriſt) chat ye may become Children of the Light, John 
12. 36. 

And this Light is elſewhere call:d the Secd, even that Incor- 
ruptible Seed, by which we are begotten to God, and Born 
again by his Eternal Word, which liveth and abideth forever ; 
ſee 1 Per. 1.23. Thisis the promiſed Seed, yea, that Sced of 
the Woman ſpoken of, Ger. 3.15. where the Lord ſaid ts the 
Serpent, 1 will put Enmity between thee and the Woman, and be- 
tween thy Seed and her Seed; it ſhall bruiſe thy Head, and thou 
fhalt braiſe hus Heel. This is the Seed of the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven; for Heaven's Kingdom is within, (as Chriſt ſaid, Luke 17. 
20.) Wherefore this Secd is ſown in the Hearts of the Children 
of men; as was ſet forth by the Parable of the fower, ar. 13. 
and the beginning ; He ſpake many things to them in Parables; 
Behold a fower went forth to Sow, and when he ſowed, ſome Seed 
fell by the Way-ſide, &c. ſome fell among Stoney places, &c. and 
ſowe fell among Thorns, Verſe 18,19. Hear ye therefore the Pa- 
able of the Sower, ſaith Chriſt ; When any one heareth the Word 
of the Kingdom, and underſtandeth it not, then comcththe wicked 


One, andcatcheth away that which was ſown in bis Heart ; This 
I 2 ” 
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*% hethat received Seed by the Wayſide, &c. Andin the 31, 32. 
Verles, Chriſt ſaith, The Kingdom of Heaven is like to a Grain 
of Muftard-Secd,which a mai took and ſowed in his Field, which 
rwdced is the leaſt of all Seeds, but when "tis grown, "tis the great- 
eff among Hers, %c *Tis truly ſo indeed ; The Sced (or 
Grace) of God, is ſmall in its firſt appearance ( even as the 
Morning Light) but as it is giver heed to, and obeyed, it wil 
encreale in Brightneſs, till it ſhine in the Soul ; like the Sun in 
the Firmament at its Noon-day height - But if People will de- 
Ipite the Day of ſmall things, and will not believe in this low 
Appearance of the Light of Jeſusin their Hearts; which though 
It diſcover to them their-Sins, and reproves for them; yet be- 
cauſe its Reproots are ſoft and mild, and its Voice {mall and ſtill, 
they out-clamour the ſound thercof in their Conſciences, where- 
' by they reje& the Son of God (in Spirit: as the Fews did (in 
Fleſh) becauſ: he came to them in ſo mean a manner, they 
would not have him to be their Saviour : Will it not be juſt for 
Chriſt to ſay to theſe, as hedid to them, Fohn $. 24. /f ye be- 
lieve not that 1 am he, ye ſhall dye in your Sins, and then whither 
1 go ye cannot come, For the Lord hath Gid, his Spirit ſhall nor 
alwayes ſtrive with wan, Gen.6. 3. Heisa gracious and long- 
ſ\vffering God ; but though he be Forbearing, yet he will not 
alwayes bear, though his Spirit doth ſtrive with ſome for a long 
ſeaſon; yet if they continue to relift the fame, the time will 
come when it will ceafe ſtrivins with them, and then Wo will 
be unto them, but right blcfſcd are they that are prevailed upon 
by the ftrivings of the good Spirit of the Lord (in the Day of 
their Viſitation) to know and mind the things tat concern their 
everlaſting Peace, before they are hid fron their Eyes : But 
if Peoplerwill ſhut their Eyes againſt the Light, how juſt is it for 
tlie Lord to withdraw its ſhininas from them, and to cauſe 
Darknefs to overtake them. Wherefore icar ye, and give 
Ear, be n9: Proud, for the Lord hath ſpoken; give Glory to 
the Lord, bcfore he cauſe Darkneſs, and before your Feet 
tumble upon the dark Mountains; and while you look for Light 
he turn ii inio the ſhadow of Death, and make it grecſs _ 
Ne1s., 
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-mefs, according to the adviſe of the Prophet Jeremiah, Chap. 
13-15, 16. . | | 
For though a meaſure of this Divine Light, is, br hath becn 
in every Man in order to fave them, yet it will not alwayes abide 
with them (I mean as to its ſaving Efficacy) it will continue 
no longer then during the Day of their Viſitation : Therefore 
faith Chriſt, Tet @ little while 5s the Light with you, walk while 
ye have the Light, leſt Darkneſs come upon you, John12. 35. 4- 
g4in,. be liemitteth a certain Day, ſaying, in David, to Day, af- 
ter ſoloug atime, asit 3s ſaid, to Dayif ye will hear hu Yoice har- . 
den not your Hearts,Heb.q.7. True indeed, there is a Day where- 
in People may know the things that concern their Souls everlaſt- 
ing Peace: But if they Sin out this Day , afterwards thoſe - 
things will be hid from their Eyes, as Chriſt ſai, when he came 
near the City Fersſalem, he beheld it, and wept over it, ſaying, 
If thou hadſt known at leaſt in thu thy day, the things which ve- 
long to thy Peace ;, but wow they are kid from thine Eyes, Luke 19. 
41,42. Beitknown to you (my Friends and Aquaintance, to 
whom I write) Man cannot be his own Saviour, if ne will not 
he faved in the day of the Lords Power, he muſt Perifh forever. 
And this is the day of the Lords making bare his ſaving Arm,and 
revealing his Power, . eyen that time wherein he lets in Light ints 
the Soul, which not only difcovers to man his Sin,that leads Cown 
to the Chambers of Death but alſe ſhews him the way of Holi- 
neſs, which leads to everlaſting Life: But if menpaſs this time over 
without any regard to the Loving-kindneſs of the Lord extend- 
ed tothemin this Matter, *tis juſt with him to turn their Light 
into Darkneſs in them; and then, as Chriſt ſaid to ſome of old, 
If the Light that us in you be Darkreſs, how great 1s that Dark- 
neſs *Mat.6.23. (miſtake me not) *Tis not to be underſtgod as 
af the Son of Righteouſneſs(which is the Fountain of Light could 
init ſelf poſſibly become Darkneſs, butas to thoſe that have faſt 
cloſed their Eyes (or loſt the true Siptt) leſt they ſhould fſce 
by its Iluminationin their inward Man ; when once their Day 
is over, they may be as dark as if there were no Sun intheir 
Horrizon; and ſo they put Darknels for Light : Hence it is that 
we ſce lo many, that have been in ſome Mcaſurze iplightned by 
R Mts 
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this inward Divine Principle, toſee much of the Vanity of theis 
formex PraKices, and ſo have for a time forſaken many of the 
fame; but afterwards, baving gone out from this Principle, 
by which, they were in fome meaſure ſaved from Polutien 
and Sin, they have again been intangled and inſnared by the Plex- 
ſures, Profits, Honours of this preſent World, and fo the latter. 
End hath been worle with them than the Beginning : and ſo theſe 
having left their Habitation (like Satan, who abode not in the 
Truth) envy and accuſe the Faithful Servants of the Loxd, which 
keep their dwelling in him; andlike the Spies of old, b741g =p 
an Evil Report upon the good Land, frighting otiiers with the 
Giant-like Difficulties that lie-in the way to be ſurmounted; 
thereby infinuating, «- zf Iſrael's God were not able ſufficiently to 
Brengthen them againſt thoſe ſpiritual Anakims, great and tal, 
that muſt be incountered with, before the Inheritance comes to be di- 
vided : Theſe are ſuch whom the Apoſtle 7ade, in the 1 2th and 
13th Verſes of his Epiſtle, ealls, Clouds without Water, carried + 
about of Winds; Trees, whoſe Fruit withereth, twice dead, pluck- 
ed up by the Roots;, raging Waves of the Sea, foaming out their own 
Shame; wandring Stars,to whors (at leaſt,they have cauſe toſear) 
the Blaskpeſs of Darkyeſs us reſerved forever, unleſs they can ſpeey 
dily find a place forRepentance,before theDecree bring foxth,be- 
Zepp, fore the Day pals as the Chaff, before the fierce Anger 
# of the Lord come upon them, before the Day of the 
Lord's Anger come upon them; and with this I'll pafs 
them, being moved to write (not much to theſe who have forſa- 
ken, but) te theſe who have not been acquainted with the Truth. 
To whom [I further ſay, Although there is a Time wherein 
the Lerd waits to be gracious, in which time he often exprefles 
his Willingneſs te ſave men fram their Sins, and to gather them 
to himſelf; as Chriſt ſaid to Fer»ſ#lem, O Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem ! 
then that killeft the Prophets, and fleneſt them that were ſent unto 
thee, how often wbuld I have gathered thy Children together, even 
as 4 Hen gathereth ber Chickens under her Wings, but ye would 
net, Mat. 23.37. Again, the Lord cemplains, 48 the Day 
long have 1 flretched forch my Hands to a Diſobedient and Gain- 
ſaying People, Rom. 10.2t. And thus the Loxd expreſles his 
Kindneſs 
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Kindneſs towards all men, in ftretching forth his Arm' to fave 
them, evenas a wan ſtretches ſorth his Arms to ſwim, by ſending 
his Son unto them to knock at the Door of their Hearts, to ce 
if they will open to him, that he and his Father may come1n, 
and take up their abede with them; but if men will not accept 
of Salvation wtl.ile the Lord extends his Arm toſave them: If 
they will not take hold of his ſtrength while they may makePeace 
withhim: If they refuſe to anſwer his gracious Call, and to 
entertain his Son whom be bath ſent, þut keep him out till his 
Head be wet with the Dew, and his Locks with Drops of the 
Night: If Peoplewill make their Necks as an Iron Aft , 
Singew, and will not [yield them te the Yoke of I 47-5 4 
Chriſt, being Stiff-necked and Uncircumciſed in uke 7-30. 
Heart and Ears, always reſiſting the holy Ghoſt, and doing de- 
ſpight unto the Spirit of Grace, ſetting at naught allthe Counſel of 
God; rejeRting it (within) againſt themſclyes, and will have 
none [of his Reproof; and continue thus to ſlight him, till 
their Time and Scaſon be over, giving the Lord cauſe to com- 
plain of them, that he hath Rretched fosth his hand, but no man 
regarded it: Will it not be juſt for himthento Lavgh at their 
Calamity, and Mock when- Fear cometh upon them? And 
moſt certain it is, that thoſe who deſpiſe the Reproofs of Wil- 
dom, and hate the Knowledge of the Holy, Diſtreſs and. An- 
uiſh will come vpon: them; but whoſo hearkneth thereunto 
ball dwell in a ſafe Habitation, For Wiſdom is a Defence 
(Chrift) the Wiſdom: of God is a ſtrong Rock and a ſure 
Foundation; he is that Foundation which God hath laid in S507, 
even the Foundation-Stone,that Tryed Stone, the Corner Stone, 
Ele& Precious; who. though he be to many a Stone of Stum- 
bling and-Rock of Offence; yet as many as believe in him ſhall 
never be aſhamed. 
| Read hear now. what this Principle is, is which the Lord hath 
gvena Remnant to believe. 

*Tis the Grace of God: *Tis the Light of Jefus - *Tis a 
Manifeftation of the Spirit - *Tis the Glad Tidings of Salva- 
vation: *Tis the Word of Reconciliation : *Tk the. Law writ- 
tcainthe Heart: *Tis the Word of Faith: *Tis the Sced of the 

Kingdom: 
# 
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Kingdom --'Tis that:Stone which-hath heen rejeRted by many a 
fooliſh Builder, but now it isbecome the Head of Si97's Corner. 
Theſe. are all ſignificant Expreſſions, of that excellent'Prin- 
ciple, which 1 have undertaken to treat on. But if any ſhall 
| ſay, They are, Expreſſiens of ja drfferent a Nature, . that they 
know not how to reconculerthem and mak: them one together. \' 

_ Tg ſuch I Anwer,,'They. might as well confelsj they cannot 
underftand-how the Lamb of God canhe the Lyon of the Tribe 
of F4dah; nor how the Shepherd of ' {/#ael cah be the Biſhop of 
his Peoples Souls; thereiſeeming ſuch 3 difference in thele latter 
as inany of the former.;. yet-:do they all ſpeak of but one thing, 
althovghit. be expreft by CiversNames : 'For it will admit of a 
raanifold:Deſcriptiong. though (as.I {aid before) *tis ſtill but 
on2 thing, if rightly. underſtood-in its true Notion. And thus 
I choſe to expreſs it, becauſe thus I have found it (viz.) A Prin- 

ciple of Divine Light and Life in .Chrift Jeſus, placed in the 
Sohfcience,; which diſcovers ;both\Sin-and Duty t6-us ; and not 
enly fo, but it .Reproves, the one and:Enables'to iperform the 
other - and this 1; know, that a,meaſure'of 'the 'ſame is placed 
1 the Conſeiences of all Mankind, 'by:whichithey/might ſee the' 
right Way, were but their Minds turned thereunto. ' There- 
fore let Cn isht or undervalue this-Light of Jeſus (manifeſt 


in their Cnn ienges by: calling it) ſas! fomethave done) A Na- 
rural, Create, 1n/uffcient : Light; which" will load men down to 
#re- Darkneſs,.. Though ſbmetimes: again theſe 'very Perſons 
will confefs, 'T pat the Light of Nature» (asrheycall it) okght ts 
be followed, as, far as it' will, lead; tor fay they; tholigh "the 0- 
beying its Diftates will never bring men to Heaven; ' yet the diſe- 
beying them will certainly ſink;them down to Hell.  Hereby ren« 
dring the, Lord cruel to his Creatures, as if: he required them to 
folow a Guide that would certainly lead them amdifs;* or leave 
them ſhort.of the place of Reſt z/. and then. wouſd' puniſh them 
for being Mit-led; . or for fitting dowa when they had no Guide 
to ſhew them the Way to walk in; and that frem a purpoſe in 
himſelf, to leave the greateſt*part 'of Mankind without any 
other Guide to djre& them. in Matters:6f Salyatibn; but that 
that s ſo Inſufficient, thaj, gy ws, be's Irdcle if itſhewthew the 
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Way 10 Heaven, according to their common Anſwer, when 
asked, how thote muſt be laved who have not the Scriptures a- 
monzſt them (which theſe account-the only Rule to Guide 
men?) Why, we leave them tothe Mercyof God (lay they) the 
Lord may in au extraordinary manner bring ſome to Heaven, if he 
have any Eleft amongſt them; but whether any of them ſhall be [a- 
ved or not, "tis hard for us to determine. | 

Thus they darken Counlel, by uttering words without Rnow- 
ledge: Theylay, The Grace of God is Free ;, and yet they make 
it a Monopoly ; fo it ſhall not be Free to all; nor muſt all be 
ſharers init ; neither will they allow the Lord himſelt to dif- 
penle it; nor yet to Inſpire his Servants to go forth and preach 
it But arrogate to themſclves a kind of Sacerdotal Right, to 
de Dilpencers of the Grace of God, and Miniſters of the Go- 
ipel of Jeſus Chriſt, becaule of ſome outward Qualifications ac- 
chieved þy them { as External Parts or Humane Learning) ai- 
though they never were called of God to the Work of the Mi- 
niſtry, nor never had the Word of Reconciliation committed 
. to them; yet would they have People come to enquire of them, 
the Way to the Kingdom, though they are ſo narrow-ſpirited, 
as to ſhut out the greateſt number of Mankind, by abloſute Pre- 
deftination; not ſticking to affiim, that God nor Chrift cever 
purpoled Loye nor Salvation toa great part of Mankind, and 
that the Coming and Sufferings of Chrift never was intenced, nor 
can be uſcful ro their Juſtifieation, but muſt and will be effectu- 
al for their ConJemnation. So being void of Univerlal Love 
themſelves, they fondly imagine the Lord to be like themſelves: 
Hence concluding, there is no Salvation to be had without tie 
explified Knowledge of Chrifts coming in the Fleſh, and of the 
Scrif tures; both which we knew whole Kingdoms and Em- 
Pires in the World arc unavoidably ignorant of; aud yet few or 
none of theſe will Jeopardize theirLives to preach amongſt ſuch; 
notwithſtanding, this was the Apoſtle Paul*s PraRtice to preach 
Chriſt where he had not before been named; for faid he, zf / 
build upon another A{ans Foundation, I maks my Glorying void. 

But bleſſed be the Lord, he hath cavſed many Witneſſes to 
riſe up amongſt us, who _ given Teſtimony to the Truth 

as 
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as it 151 Jeſus, and have taught others (both in our own Coun- 
try, and in Nations abroad) to'take heed to that ſure Word of 
Prophecy, nigh in the Heart and 'in the Mouth, which is the 
true Grace of God, that is ſufficient for us, not only \as ſome 
ſay) to leave men without Excuſe, and fo to aggravate their 
 Condemnatien; but as *tis received and obeyed, it will lead out 
of Sin, into Holineſs, and in the end crown with Salvation: 

And thus I am brought to the next thing promiſed, which was, 
to ſhew whence this Principle of Grace proceedeth : I have: 
(according to my Meaſure) ſhewn, What it 5; ; now I comets 
ſhew, From whenee it comes; to which | ſay : 


S. III. It comes from God, (through Chriſt) as ſaith 
the Apoſtle; God that commanded the Light to ſbine out of Dark: 
neſs, hath fhinedin our Hearts, to give the Light of the Knowledge 
of #he Glory of God in the Face of Feſmw Chriſt, 2 Corinth. 4. 6. 

Tis God's Gift unto us, and therefore well may we return 
Thanks unte him for his unſpeakable Gifts :' God is the Author 
of it, whois Light, andin him is no Darkzeſs at. 


x i 
© vals 4 all, for hecovereth himſelf with Light, as with a 
- © "ſt=Y Garment; and dwelleth in that Light which is m- 


acceſſible, which no mortal Eye Can approach unto ; 
_—+. 7. ; Toſs Father of Lights ot cy hath 
he given a Meaſure of his own Divine Light to all Mankind, 
to reveal himſclf unto them; that fo they may know ſubſtanti- 
ally What ke is, and not worſhip him as the Unknown God: and 
this knowledge of himſelf the Father is plcaſed to diſpenſe ts. 
Men, in and through the Son of his Love, Chriſt Jefus, our 
Lord; who 5s come a Light into the World as himfclf teſtified, 
Fobn 12.46. 1 amcome a Light intothe World (faith Chrift) that: 
whoſoever believeth in me, fhonld not abide in Darkneſs. And 
\ therefore I believe, and am well affured, this is the one Faith, 
whereinto many thouſands by the Lord have been gathered, viz. 
That the God of all Gracehath ſent his Son into the World, a 
free Gift unto the World; and hath given a M-aſure of his 
Light and Spirir, to manifeſt and reveal himunto allmen: Thus 
hath his aniverfal Love and free Grace appeared. For though 


Gud made Man pure and r::necent, yet Satan and diſobed-ent 
Man 
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Man hath marred that Creation : In the Beginning God created 
Man un his own Image, in the lmageof God:reated. he him, as Wwe 
read Gen. 1.27, But Manfoon defaced and ſtained this glorious 
Stamp, anJ1 by yielding to the Tempter, went out from his firſt 
Nature, anJ1 o his Beauty was turned into Deformity (1 mean) 
that Beauty of his inward Man, wherein the Image of God 
Rood, in which he had Communion and Fellowſhip with his 
Maker; through Difobedience this was loſt, and fo man came 
to be without God in the World, being alienated from that di- 
vine Life, Light, Love, Grace, Goodneſs, Wildom, Power, 
Holizels, Virtue, Purity, Innocency, wherewith the Lordin- 
veſt:d him at the firſt in perfe& Beauty : but man goins out 
from that firſt Divine Nature and Seed, in which he ſtoo1 before 
Tranſgrefſion, here was his Fall and Degeneration, and fo he 
came by that unexpreſſible Loſs of the Favour of God and Free- 
dom of Will, that now the Lord being angry with him, he had 
no Power to do any thing .to appeaſe him; the Garment of In- 
nocency bein3 loſt, their Fig-leaf Aprons could not hide their 
ſhameful Nakedneſs from the Lord; which he ſeeing, and taking 
notice of, compaſſionatcly made them Coats .of Skin for their 
elothins ; and then he drove them out of the Garden of Edex : 
So here man was put out of the Paradiſe of GoJ1 for eatins of 
the forbidden Fruit of the Tree of Knowledge, and Cheru- 
bims placed at the Eaſt End of the Gasden with a Flaming 
$werd, which turned every way to keep the Way of the Tree 
of Life, as may be read inthe third Chapter of Geneſis atlarge. 
Thus man being drove from the Preſence of the Lord, Dzath 
came over his Soul; though he lived outwardly, yet did he dyc 
as to that Inward Principle of Divine Life and Virtue which once 
ke enjoyed; and fo the Threatning was fulfilled which the Lord 
had ſaid, 1n the Day thor eateſt thereof, thou ſhalt ſurely Dye - 
Here Man and Woman having tranſgreffed the Royal Law of 
God, by breaking of his haly Commandment, incating of the 
Tree whereof he commanded them, ſaying, Ye ſhall not eat 
#hereof, by this they came to be ſeparated from him : So it was 
Sin that made the Separation, and it is Sin which makes rhe See 
paration: For Man and __ in their primitive ſtate (where- 
Sd in 


Ga, Corcermims the Principle of Trath, 
Inthey were orcated)) were good, acthe not of the Cxentures 
of God; for *tis witten, God ſaw coy nhing which the bad 
. made, and behold it was very good: and God bleffed Man and 
Woman, and they were in Favour with him, till they became 
ſulje to Vanity by reaſon of that falſe Hope which the Serpent 
ſugzeſted tothem; they hoped to hare beenas Gods, to know: 
Good and Evil; but by going out of God's Counſel, they be- 
came cor: upted by the Evil one; and being joyn'd to the Ser- 
pentine Seed, they were alienated from God : fo that, hadnot 
the Lord, out of his unmeaſurable Loving-kindneſs and Compal- 
ſion, opened a Way to reſtore them, they muſt have periſhed 
in this Deplorable Condition. 

And this Way of Reſtoration was by Chriſt, the Light, the 
Seed, the Saviour; for he, of whom God ſaid unto the 
Serpent, / will put Ermity between thee and the Woman, and be- 
tween thy Seed and ber Seed; it ſhallbrusſe thy Head, and thou 
ſhalt bruiſe his Heel ;, He it was who was to be the Saviour of 
the World : So thet now, conſidering the Sons and Daughters 
of Adam, as they are found inthe Fall and Degeneration, ha- 
ving all finned and come ſhort of the Glory of God; herein 
(I fay) hath his univerſal Love and free Grace appeared, to 
wit, in giving of his Son to be a Savious unto them, as faith the 
Apoſtle Fohn; In this was manifeſt the Love of God towards wi, 
becanſe that God ſent his only begotten Son into the World, that we 
might live through him, 1 Epiſt. 4.9. And that he was ſent to 
the whole World, ſee what Febn the Evangelift ſaith,Chap.4q.16. 
For God jo loved the Wor'ld, that he gave his only begotten Son 
CMark] chat whoſoever believeth in him, ſhould wat periſh, but 
have Everlaſting Life: To which the Apofllle teſtifies, 1 Fob, 
2.2. laying, He # the Propitiation for our Sins, and.net for onr3 
exlv, but alſo for the Sins of the whole World. 

This was the free Gift of the Father, that the Son of his Bo- 
ſpme ſhould take F-oſh upon him, come into the World, anc 
lay down hi, Life for poor Sinners; for he came from God, an. 
went to God again: So that though he laid down his Life 0' 
himfelf, having Power, and beinz willing ſo to ſuffer, accord 
in5 as "ti, written, John 19.18 Yet himſclf alfo ſaid, _— 

od; 
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0 rafercdl of bis Envher, Meb.10.1g. Inwthich Body!he 
pr ont ere Sue a : To, 96d t0 Mo thy wil o 
God, ({aith'he* for « Body haſt theu prepared me, Who now 
thatrightly conſiders this Diſpenſatien of favuur, but muſt needs 
cry out, Oh the Height and Depth, and Breadth and Length of 
the Love of God, and of Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour, who took 
not on him the Nature of Angels, bnt took on him the Secd of 
Abraham, and was made inevery thing like unto us (only with- 
out Sin) that he might reſtore Fallen Man: Which thing I 
know will readily be granted; but *tis the extent hereof that ſome 


would have limitted; affirming, That Chriſt dyed for a certain 


definite number, and not for the whole Lump of Mankind, one 
as well as another: Nay, they ſpeak as if none had any benefit 
by, no nor ſo much as the Revelation ef Chriſt (this Gift ef 
God) whom to know is Eternal Life, but thoſe who have the 
outward Letter of the Scripture : Yet do I believe, and ſo do 
Thouſand« more, whom the Lord hath called (viz.) That the Fa- 
ther of Lights, and God of the Spirits ef all 
Fleſh, hath givena meaſure of his own Divine 
Light and Spirit unto all the Chileren of men, 


James Ts. 17. 


Numb.16.22. 


to manifeſt and reveal the Appearance of his Son in them * who 


is that ſame Saviour which ſhed | 

his Blood for us, on he might | * Note, That I do not 
waſh us and cleanſe us from our ſay Perſonally (as ſome ſuggeſt 
Sins; and was offered upon the concerning #s) as if we belive 


Croſs, not only as a Propitia-. that very Body of Chriſt i in ma, 


tory Sacvifice , to. make Re- that was hanged uponthe Croſs; 
conciliation for the Tranſ- which were Fooliſh as well aa 
grefſors ; but that by his once Falſe to aſſert) but Spiritually, 
offering up of himſelf he might as he u the Word of God, the 
bring ineverlaſting Righteoul- Wiſdom of God, the Power of 
neſs, and Perfe&t forever them God, ſo be dwells in every 
that are SanRificd; and a mea- Chriftians Heart: And /o he 
fure (I fay} of this hz Power dwells in us, by which Power he 
(which is Light) God hath compleatly ſanfificth we. 
placed in every perſons Heat, | 
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in order ts their SanRification, as they.ſhall be ſubjeR to this | 
his appearance in them. EEE: cm . 
True indeed, all are not SanRtificd and made Perfect by him; 
although this was the end of his coming (that he might fiaifh 
Tranſgreſſion, ' and make an end of Sin) and this was the will of 
the Father in ſending him, to wit, our thorow SanCtification) 
but this is not becauſe all have not a knowledge and manifeſtation 
of his Light (or Spiritual appearance, of him) in themlclves; 
-but becauſe all do not believe in, and obey this his Appearance - 
Now that People may attain to what Knowledge may be had 
of God, by the inward manifeſtation of the Light of his Son 
(which is a meaſure of his Spirit) in their Hearts ; this is clearly 
proved by the Apoſtle, Rom. 1.19. That which may be known of 
Eod (faith he) * manifeſt in men; for God hath fhewed it unto 
them. Forthe Lord of the whole Earth, who is the Prelerver , 
of men, he is impartial in his Love to all Mankind; not only 
tothem in Chriftendoms (fo called) who have the Scriptures a- 
mongſt them, but his Love is extended unto all People, in one 
Land as well as in another; tor his Spirit is not inſeparable from 
the Scriptures (as ſome ſuppoſe). Yet would I not be thought to 
undervalue the Scriptures any whit; for I have very Vene- 
rable thoughts of them anda Reverential eſteem for them, 
as being Holy Writings: But I dare net. confine all 
- means for mans Salvation in them, becauſe the Lord hath not 
confined himſelf ©o them, but hath left himſelf a Witneſs in 
every Conſcience; which Witneſs is a ſpiritual manifeſtation of 
his Son, the Saviour of the World : And this the Scriptues 
plentifully declare of, which ſometimes they call the Word, the - 
| Lew, the Grace, the Spirit of God; at other times they call it, 
the Light of Feſw, the New Covenant, a Light to lighten the 
Gentiles, a Rod, a Staff, a Shepberds Crook, the Word nigh in 
the Heart and in the Mouth, the Sure Word of Prapbecy, the 
manifeſtation of the Spirit ;, a Shield, a Buckler, a ffrong Tower, 
the Armour of Righteouſneſs: All which are one in Nature, 
though diverfly expreſt, according to its diſtin Operations 
in the Soul, as the Creature ftandeth in need ; ſometimes to 
4ighten its Darkneſs; at other times to lead it in the way - = 
inels : 
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lineſs: one while it InfſtruAs; anothes while it Corres : ſome- 
times it Ceunſels; other times it Confolates : and as its Coun- 
fel is heeded, and the Soul guided by it, it preferves and de- 
fends inal exigencies and ſtraights :1But I paſs over itsſpecial uſe, 
intending to fhew that in another place; only here may be ſeen 
the great condeſcention and matchleſs love of him, who gives 
untoall Life, and Breath, and Being; in that he hath ſent the 
Holy Ghoft down from Heaven, with the Revefation of his Son 
Jeſus Chriſt, in the Hearts of the Children of men, that who- 
ſocver adbereth to the Spirit of his Son within them, ma 

thereby know him not only as a Saviour agd Redeemer, but allo 
to be their Saviour and Redeemer; and that not only from the 
Puniſhment, but from the Power and Dominion of Sin, by (et- 
ting of them free fromthe Bondage of Corruption, and bring- 
ing them into the glorious Liberty of his own Children : But as 
for ſuch who will not believe in this Principte of God, but in- 
ſtead of owning it as his Power unto Salvation, ſay it is A. Sa- 
tanical ſuggeſtion; and inſtead of owning it to be of the Divine 


Nature of God er Chriſt, they call it the Dim Light of created 


Nature, putting Bitter for Sweet, and Sweet for Bitter, coyn- 
ting Darkneſs Light, and Light Darkneſs: ſuch may con- 
tinue in their '*ondage and VaſſaHage under the Prince and Pow- 
er of Darkneſs, inthe blindneſs of their Minds, hardnefſs of 
their Hearts, and deadnels of their Spirits, notwithſtanding 
Freedom and Liberty, Life and Immortallity is brought ta 
Light through the. Goſpel; which it hath pleaſed the Fathes 


ſhould be Preached to every Creature, by his Son, Szons Des | 


liverer, who is his own Mcſſenger ; ſee Rom.11.26, al. 
3.2, 
For this Principle of Light (of which I now write) *tis ſome- 
thing of the Nature and Being of God himſelf, who as he is a 
' Spirit, ſo he is Light (as you may read concerning him, John 
'. 4+ 24. 1 Folm1.5-) and therefore*tis by his Light, with which 
weare inlightned: It proceedeth from him, he being the O- 
cean wherein the fulncfs thereof. is contained, ?tis from him 
(through, his Son Chrift Jeſus) that we come to,be inlighted by 
the ſame ; ſo*tis in his Light that we ſee Light, evenas the Na- 


tural. 
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tural $42 cauſerh- its Bzams to extend tothe Eads of the Barth; 
ſo this E:ecnil $2" of Righteouſnels (wip is tie Ocean and 
Fountain of D'vine, Spicitual Lizht) cauſeth m»reerle(s of the 
Kceams thereof to deſcend into all immortal Souls upoa it. 

Fhus having ſh:w'd, the Nature ani Quility, Ociginaland 
Fountain of this bleſſ:2d Principle; I come: curther, to ſhw its 
Ule anl Exteat, that ſo | miy aot only tell my Reader What it 
is, and Wnense it com?s, bat accordins to my Promiſe, write 
ſomethin of Woat it doth, and Whert:0 it leads. 


$. LV. Inthe firſt Place z It daily Reprovyes for Sin, even 
jin all men, and excites to Holineſs, during the Time of their 
Viſitation; though *tis poſſivle for mzn to {Gn themſelves into- 
ſuch a ſtare (by drinking in Iniquity, as the Ox drinketh Wa- 
ter, when through cuſtom inſinning, fiir Conſcieaces become 
ſeared as with an Hot-Iron) that this Principle of God may ceaſe 
friving with them, and ſo thele may not know when they do 
Evil; yet thereis a Time in which this Principle of God doth 
Rand as a faithfal Witneſs againſt all Unrighteouſne's and Un- 
godlineſs in the Hearts of Men and Women, and Lead;, Draws, 
Moves and Exclines their Minds to Righteou'neſs, ſeeking to 
Leaven them (as they yield thereunto)) inte the Nature of it 
elf; wherebyanin vard, thorow and real Redemption may 
be wrought in the Hearts of all Men, of what Kindred, Nation 
on People loever; notwithſtanJing any outward Benefit or Pri- 
viledge they may Providentially be deprived of, yet is the Lord fo 
Gracious as to diſpenſe ſuch a meaſure of his Grace, Power 
and Spirit unto all the Children of Mezn, toconvince them of ſim, 
to Reprove them for it, and to lead them out of it, that as they 
give upto the Operation thereof in themſelves, it will thorow- 
ly CanRXifie and make them clean, and ſo prepare them, and make 
> meet for his heavenly Kingdom; yea, though they neves 
had the Scriptures amonzſt them, nor never heard Chrifh out- 
wardly named to them / the Name of Chrift being often 
put for the Power of Chrift within) asin Azrk. 16.17. In My 
Name (hall they caſt out Devils, ſaith Chriſt of his Diſciples. So 
in Aft, 4. 7. Tac High Pricfts and Rulers asked Ferer and 7obr 
| By 
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By whar Power ,or by what Name they had made the Imp tent Alan 
wholei? For that Name af Chriſt which heals and, faves, is his 
Power that maketh Free from Sin. Now wholo knoweth this 
Name of Jeſus to be given unto them, and cffeftually to have 
wrought in them, they can truly witneſs him to be the Arm of 
God's Salvation : Howcver,, we delay, that the Scriptures, in 
which we have a Declaration of what Ghvift hath.done and ſaf- 
fered for us, thole do much Facilitate Salvation through Faith 
ia Chriſt Jelus; and therefore, they ought thankfully to be re- 
ceived by us, and bern Witneſs to, when-ever the Lord fhall 
require us, fo as that we may .not be aſhamed te own, nor 
afraid to confeſs him to be our Saviour, who they make mention 
of, to have been put to Death in the Fleſh above Sixtecn Hun- 
dred Sixty Years paſt, by the Hand: of Sinners. © For we do net 
belicve that this Light, Grace and Power of God, which is ſuffi- 
cient both toſanRifie and ſave, and able to give an Inheritance a- 
mong them that are ſanCtified. through Faith which is in Chriſt 
Jeſus(where Chriſt is not eutwardly named)l fay, We do o6t, be- 
lieve that this is given to any without Chriſt ; but we do believe 
it to be the: Purchaſe and Benefit of his Death, who tafted 
Death for every man. Andſo we do freely confels all that is de- 
rived to us, to be in and by Chriſt Jeſus, as Mediator, unto 
whom we aſcribe all, acknowledging him to be our Head, in 
whom all Fuineſs dwejls. So that this Light,with which all men 
are in ſome meaſure qphghaned of. God, *tis- ne other, but a 
meaſure of that Divine Fulne(s that dwelt in the Son of his Love 
when he was hear og Earth, and now dwelleth in him, ſince he 
is aſcended up to Heaven, where he was before, whence he de- 
ſcends the ſtreams thereof, into the Hearts of all the Children of 
Men, inorder to bring them out of the Fall in the Firſt Adamr, 
and to redeem them up unto himſelf, the Second Adam; that 
as they have born the Image of the Earthly,ſo they may bear the 
Image ef the Heavenly,& be reſtor'd unto that Grace and Favour 
of God again, which by Tranſgreffion they are fallen from. 

But F:r/#, Let me tell thee, whoever thou art that reads me, 
This effeQual Operation of the Spirit (or Principle of. God ' 
within) is not, nor a” known withoot a being centred 

down 
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down into the ſame: For this I ſpeak from good Experience; 
the Spirit's firft work is, to convince of fin (before it effe& a 
Reſtoration) and this it doth, even in al (though all do not 
regard it) itdeth firſt ſhew them what is Evil, and then it Re- 
Proves them when they do Evil z which Reproofs if they be de- 
=, cauſe the fierce Anger of the Lord to be kindled ; and 
uch as deſpiſe Wiſdoms Reproofs, which are the Way of Life, 
while they are ſo doing, they are treafuring up to themſelves 
Wrath againſt the Day of Wrath, and Revelation of theRigh- 
teous Judgment of God - And as ever they would ceme te 
know Remiſſion of their Sitis and enjoy Peace with the Lord, 
who is hereby juftly encenfed againſt” them, they<muſt ſubmit. 
to bear his Indignation againft them, that ſo they may be re- 
deemed through Judgment, and brought to unfeigned Repen- 
tance; and then, and not till then, ſhall they know a blotting. 
out of their Tranſgreſhons, according as 'tis written, As 3. 19. 
But (I ſay) before Remiſfion of Sins comes ts be known, there 
muſt. be a centring down into the Manifeftation of the Spirit ef 
God within, which will bring down every exalted Imagination, 
and every high Thing, and lay it Low, even to the Ground; 
that ſo every Thought may be brought into ſubjeRion to Jeſus 
Chriſt: And here comes the Terrors of the Lord to be known, 
which cauſeth Fear and Trembling z now: doth the -Soul excee- 
dingly Fear and Quake under the Senſe of the juſt Wrath of the. 
Almighty, who is of purer Eyes then to behold Iniquity, and 
whole Jealouſie burns like Fire, and will fo do till ithave con- 
ſumed the Stubble» that it meets with in the Heart of the Sin- 
ner.: For hethat long offered himfelf as a Guide, is now be- 
come a judge in the Conſcience of this Creature; and his-juft 
Judgmest againſt all Unrighteouſheſs ' muſt be. accomplithed. 
True indeed, the Opperation of the Word of. his Power (by 
which he judgeth) is diverſly felt and experienced : Inſoitte *ris 
as a Hammer, to break the Rocks in ſunder : In others *tis as 
a Fire to melt down the Drols, and ſeparate it from the Silver: 
1n all *tis as a Sword to divide Sin and their Souls afſunder ; yea, 
it divideth between the Soul and that ſinful Spirit, which hath got - 
into it and defiled it, \ ”% 
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Thus the Lord deals with his Creatures, as the. matter doth 
require; he confidets their Nature and Temper, and layes no 
more upon them then he gives them ſtrength to bare : For he 
- knoweth our frame;he remembreth that we are but Duſt; there- 
fore he doth not retain his Anger forever, left our Spirits ſhould 
fail before him, and the Souls which he hath made us: How- 
ever, all that have ſivned muſt know a Time of Sorrow ; yea, 
+ even ſach who have not fo rebelliouſly deſpiled: his Countel, and 
flighted his Reproofs, and caft his Law behind their Backs (as 
fome there are which have) yet inaſmuch as they have at any 
time not hearkned unto his holy Spirit within them, his Judg- 
ments wilt overtake them, and in Righteouſneſs will he plead 
with them; and then, } know, former things will come into 
their Minds. | h ; 
' This 1 write, as one having witneſſed the Spirit to, be given 
for «a Remembrancer, which was faithfully promiſed by the 
Lord Jefus, Fohn 14.26. even that Spirit of Truth, which he 
told his Diſciples, #t ſhould bring all things totheir Remembrance z 
and ſo indeed it doth call back things that are paft, and ſet them 
in order bcfore us,judging & condemning of us for what we have - 
done amiſs: And now, a Remnant having heard that (in our 
| Hearts) that hath fold us all things that ever we did, . we know 
this to be the Voice of Chriſt; yea, the ſpiritual appearance of - 
the Chriſt of God. For this was he, who ſaw us under the - 
Figg-tree(when we had nothing but Leaves to coverus)although 
we ſaw him not, yet did heſend and call us to himſelf,that he 
might cover us with his own Spirit, which when we came to be 
covered with, we thenſaw who it was that caſt the $kirt of his 
Love over us, and ſaid unto us, when we were poluted in our 
Blood, Live : And then was the time of his Love, even when 
he ſtood at the Door of our Hearts and Knockt, that he might 
be entertained by us; yea, and ſometimes in theſfilence of the 
Night hath he broken in upon us; Iknowit in my own particu- 
tar, when no Creature hath been near, this Inviſible Oracle 
hath fecretly communed with me, reproving of me, wherein I 
had done amiſs ; and ſhewing me what was right in his ſight - 
And at other times in Company, thus would the Lord cauſe his 
L 3 Voice 
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Voice to feurnd in my Heart [ THE CUSTOAIS OF THE 
PEOPLE AKE V AIN ; by which I was brought off frem many 
of theſe Vanities which before I had ſpentTime in;and that by the 
Witneſs of God in my own Confcience, which teſtified againſt the 
ſame; althovgh then I did not under Gand what it was that did fo 
rcrain me from fin: but now I know it was the Lord that girced 
me, though I knew him not. For I well remember, whcnlI 
have becnufing the con:mon Language of our Country ,(eſfpe- 
cially if after the now meoft uſual ſtrain) this Teſtimony from 
3 2 4+ * God would atiſe in my Heart a- 
Yet Truth doth allow of gairſtit, viz. [] will return unto my 
a Property in Speech, Peopleapure Language) Whereby 
which may be put into ade- 1 wasreproved in my felf for uſing 
Lent Stile;, altheugh it ad: Flattering Speech. (though fch, as 
mitts not of orving flatrer- was, and is accounted of by many to 
ing Titles to'men : Read | be but Civil Language, or exprel- 
Elihu , his ackrowledg- fions of common Civility to Perfons 
ment, Job 32.21,22. according te their Quality) in 
WES which I had ſuch a Care: to keep 
within the Bounes of Verity, that I dare afſert, I did ſtere as 
near the compaſs'of Truth-ſpeaking, as the Nature of ſuch Speech 
would couch. But fince it hath pleaſed the Lord by the inſhi- 
ning of his heavenly Light in my Conſcience, to let me ſee 
clearly into the Falſhood and Folly of this corruptedcovrteſie - 
T donoet obly Conſcientiovſly, but Voluntarily decline the uſing 
fuch Flattering Specch;, notwithſtanding, I know 'tis to expole 
my fetf tobe cenſur'd by fome, as a Perſon Unaccompliſhed, Un- 
mannerly and Ill Bred. ; 
Praiſed be hi: Powerful Name, who hath made me willingly 
Reneurce both giving and recciving that Honour that. cometh 
from Man, that 16 1 might partake of that Honour which pro- 
ceedeth from himſelf alone :''For this is the Honour which all the 
Faithful in Heart chiefly eſteem; it being the Unbelicving who 
ſeek the Praiſe of, and Horour from men :* Which made Chriſt 
ſay toſome of Old, How can ye believe whoreceive Honour one of 
another, and ſeek not the Honeur that cometh from God only ? 
Johs 5. 44. Yet notwithſtancing this, Chriſt did then On 
is 


Concerning the Prixciple of Truth, - 73 
his Diſciples torender Henour to whe: Honour, and Fear to 
whom Fear, whieh Requiring of his, all his true Followers (in 
their ReſpeRive places) are at this Time careſvl to anſwer how 
uncivil ſever accounted by the World ; yet have tHcy learnt Go- 
ſpel-Marnners, which is, to give the Right Hand ot Fellow ſhip 
to whom it Coth belong; in Honour Preferring one. another, 
each Eftecming other better then themſelves. .. | 2 
And now, 1 ſay, it was by this Prigcip!e of Divine Eight 
(v hich God hath placed inmy Heart) by which he pleaded with 
me in days paſt, even when I knew him not ; that is, 1 knew 
not that it was the immediate A& of his own Power and Spirit, 
though I felt ſuch a Force init, that as Idig in the leaſt yield 
thereunto (I muſt confeſs) I was overcome by it, but ſtill it 
was as I was ſubjeR ard obedient to his Power; tor Iicannotſay, 
Fhe Lord nrought in an irreſiflable manner; although I know: 
and do declare, it was he who did ſubje& me, and made me wil- 
ling in the Day ofkis Power : and thus being prepared by him, 
then:did he ſend his Spirit to.convince me both of Righteouſneſs 
and of Judgment, as well as Sin; yea, to convince me of: that\ 
Righteouſneſs and Religious Way of Worſhip, which Lformer-: 
ly walked in;z- whereby he !ct me ſee it was but a humane Righ-: 
teovuſneſs, and an invented traditional Worſhip, ſet up by the 
Will, and performed in the Spirit of Man, and derived to me 
by outward Inftrugion and Education; fo that I had a Form: 
which the Power did not attend, for want .of having regard to- 
_ the Movings and Gridance of God*s own Spirit, in which alone 
heeclights to. be worſhipped : and therefore is he ftriving by- 
this bis Spirit in the Hearts of the Children of Men, to bring«-- 
them out of all Forms of } umane cſtablithing, that they may 
worſhip him in Spirit and in Truth,and ſerve hirt in the Goſpel of- 
his Son, that ſe they may be accepted tkrougk him :; yet I Co ac- 
Lnowledge,that while I ' no farther,and did ſincerely ſerve the 


Lord inthe Way which 1 walked in.befoxe (hoping it might be 
right,becauſe reform'd in many things to what ſome other Wayes- 
of Worſhip are) the Lord was graciouſly pleaſed often to admi-: 
niſter ſome Comfort and reſreſhment to my Soul, through the. 
Miniftration I then ſatounder : And in like manner I do _— 

| is 
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his Dealings are with all the Upright-hcarted; who are [ting 
after hirvin thedivers Wayesof Worthip; which if they con- 
fine fecking him in the Integrity of they Spirits, -1 doubt not 
but he willſcek them out (for his Sced'sfake) and in due time 
bring them to the Mountain of his Holineſs, where his dwelling 
is: Fox this-was Chriſt's Promiſe, Fohn 0. 16. Orher Sheep 
have I, which are not of this Fold, them aifo (faith he) will I 
bring, and there ſhalt be one Sheep fold and one Shepherd over them : 
And when Chriſt comes to: fold them vpen his holy Mountain 
(which Mountain is within) then will they walk in the Foot-fteps 
of the Flecks of hisCompanions,anc know a lying down where he 
makes hisflocks to reſt at noon: but rt they muſt come to know 
-3 paſſing through Judgment;and their Works muft be burnt(and 
they ſuffer Lots )becauſe-the Lord of Hoſts hath faid, Ziew flull be 
redeemed with Judgment, and her. Converts with Righteouſneſs, 
I. 1.27. And Chriſtſaid, 1 leadsr the Way of Keghtcomſreſs* 
i the midſt of the Paths of Judgment, Prov. 8.28. And the 
Spirit of Chriſt was promiſed to convince the World of Sin, of 
Righteouſneſs and of Judgment, Fohn'16.8. by which the Spi- 
rit and Prince of. this World ſhould be judgee;: and he caſt out 
of his'Throne in the Hearts of the Children of Men, whereby' 
every one, who: comes to experience God's Righteous Judg= 
ments (in themſelves) to be brought forth unto Vidtory ; fuck 
may-allo witneſsan Overcoming'of the Prince &Power of Dark- 
nels, - through:the ſpiritual Strength of this Son of Righiteouſ- 
nefs: howbeit; while theſe two Sirits are ftriving together the 


Soul cannot but be ſenfible of an Hour of forrew ; I ſurely 


know, that Day is a Day of Mourning, of Weeping and of La- 
mentation, when Zorn fits ſolitary with her Tears upon her 
Cheeks, clad in Sack<loth, covered with Aſhes (in a fpiritual 
ſenſe) fearing and quaking exceedingly before the Lord, and 
trembling in herſelf, becauſe of hi: fierceWrath and juft Indip- 
nation, that burns as a Fiery Oven againft Sin: Oh! then *tis @ 
Time of Heavineſs and of great Sadneſs with the Soul, ſleep de- 
parting from the Eyes, and ſlumber from the Eye-lids, becauſe 
i 69.5, of Grief in the Night-ſcaſon ; it being truly the 
e3%7* Timeof Faced's Trouble, cyen the time —_ 
bee 
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Seed of Facob is travelling to bring forth ;. and therefore doth 
that Dragon, the Devil (as in the General, ſo in the Particu- 
lar) feek te deftroy this Birth, he is not willing this holy Of. 
ſpring ſhould be born, and therefore doth he raiſe Wars with- 
out and Fears within, ftirring up the Wicked to revile and ſmite 
with the Tongue; and cauſing cutting Calumnies and ſharp Cen- 
ſures te come from merc Sober hands, hereby intending to en- 
creaſe the Commotiens which are within, by threatning the 
Soul with this, thatnow it muſt expe to be refiroached with 
the Reproaches of men. Thus the Evil Onc'in this time of ſore 
Conflig, ſecks to aggravate the Seul's Grief; and what he can- 
not do by ſtorm he will attempt by Tervor, ſecretly Rtriving to 
make the Soul impatient under its Extreife,. thereby to drive-it 
into Difpair, - But thoughit beaDay' of Tryal (im which eve+ 
ry ones Work muſt be _ as'by Fire) and of fore Exerciſe 
with the Creatuse, yet is there a ſecret Hope lieth hid under all 
this, which is as an Anchor to the Son!, fuxe and ſRtedfaft, founded 
upon that Rock which endures forever; and this bears it up 
above thoſe Floods of Perſecution which the Dragon, ſpues out 
of his Mouth te drown that keavenly Birth that-the Power of 
God is bringing forth within; which whenit is brought forth 
and comes to have the Government in the Sopl, it muft; ſhall 
and will Reign over Death, Darkneſs, Sinand Copruption, ard 
all the Powers of Hell and the Devil. 1 
would have none think R-ange of: what T have writ conce 
ning thisThing, though] know *tis-a Myftery to the Natural Ur 
derſtanding of the wifcſt of the Children of Men; and therefore 
fince Pawl wascalied a Babler, for preaching fuch ſtrange De- 
Arine to the Stock Phyleſophers, As 17. :8. can expe no 
better from ſorne, but to be counted a Nor-ſenſical Seribler, for 
writing. of the fame; but this 1 am center to bear, knowing ia 
my ſelf Ihad:no Previous intemions to amuſe my Reader; 'but 
having undertaken to deſcribe (in meaſure) the extent of this 
| —— Principle of God, placed in the C ontciences of his 
zreatures, following the Foot -fteps thereof for my Guide in 
this Matter: Before 1 can attain to the End of my Journey, I. 
an neceEaily brought hither ,avd as IRtand kerds, I'fec - = 
| 38 
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Light &f this Spiritual P.llar of Eire, that though the Sea, with 
the Waves thereof Roar, yetis there a Way tor the ranſamed 
of the Lord to paſs over; and this Way is Chriſt, the Light, the 
Lamb, the Grace, the Gift of God, given by the Father to bring 
out of the Fall (whick all Mankind are in by Nature) that whe- 
ſoever believeth inhim, layeth hold on. him, and continueth to 
be led by. him, ſhould be. brought into Fellowſhip with birmlſelf, 
and abide therein forever; and this ſame is he, who leads in the 
midft of the Paths of Judgment, and. threugh: the many Exer- 
ciſes that I have been writing of, before he brings to the Banks of 
Salvation,& puts Songs of Deliverance into our Mouthes,where- 
by we canſing of the-Mercics of the'/Lord : . And thus having 
brought, out of ſpiritual  £&gypr*'s Land, and cauſed to drink 
deep; of the River of Judgment, he then briags to Shiloh's 
Brook, and giveth to drink of tke Waters of Refreſhment : So 
*tis the lame Hand that wounded wiiich healeth; and that Arm 
which-broke us doth now bind us up; the ſame Power which kil- 
led, reviveth; and he who once cauſed grief, now giveth Songs 
++ >, . in'theNight, -:4zd epporntethto Zion's Aourners, 
Ifa. Gt. 3. | PP l 
{- :--.***" Beauty for Aſhes, the Ol of joy for Mourning, 
anda Garment of Praiſes for the Spirit of Heavineſs; and who” 
will in due time bring all his true ſpiritual /-ae/ out of the 
Waſte Howling Wildernels, into a Land 6f Everlaſting Reſt. 
Thus it appears, that the Light of: Jeſus in the Conſtience is 
no Natural Inſufficient Thing (as ſome have fought to render it) 
being ſomething of God placed in every Man, to witneſs againſt 
all in,convincing and reproving for that which is Evil z contrary= 
wiſe, prompting, exciting and inclining to that which is good : 
ſo that as many as yield to the Motives of it, it is ſufficient, not 
only to condemn and to deſtroy,but alſo to juſtifie and ſave; being 
a meaſure of the Living Omnipotent Power of that One Law- 
giver, whois able to ſave, as well as te deftroy - ſee Fawes 4. 
12. which Power ts Chriſt,as ſaith the Apoſtle, 1 Coy. 1. 23, 24. 
We preach Chriſt crucified, untothe Jews a Stumbling Block, and 
wnto the Greeks Fooliſhneſs;, but unto them that are Called, both 
Jews and Greeks, Chriſt the Power of God, and the Wiſdom 0 
God , who as he was: once manifeſt in the Fleſh, fo 
mow 
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naw is he !manifcſt in. Spirit, to be that Covenant of Zoghe, 
which the Father promiſed by. the Mouth of his bely Prophet, 
Iſa. 42.6. And this Light, Power and Arm is (in meaſure) 
extende] and reached forth, at one time er other, untoall peo- 
ple, for the gathering unto him, in whom the EleQion ftands ; 
that fo a; many as obcy his Call, in yielding themſelves to be ga- 
thered by this gathering Arm, may make theirElefion, and 
conſequently, their Salvation ſure in him: For , "op 

this is he whe would have gathered 7ernſalem., ©* 0-0 
and ſaved her from that Ruin and Deſtruien which afterwards 
came upon hex, becauſe ſhe knew not the time of her Viſitation : 
"Tis the very ſame Jeſus, and no other, whom we believe 
in for our Saviour, who by his ſpizitual Appearance in the 
Hearts of the Children of men, gives Light, gives Life, gives 
Power andViQtory ever lin(to as many as follow theLeadings and 
Guidarice of this Immaculate Lamb) for *tis given to the Lamb 
and his Followers to overcome; and whoſo overcometh ſhall ſit down 
withthe Lamb on his Throve, and live aud reign with bim for tver- 
more, Rev. 3.21. 12.11. ,Even the ſame Ads 7.38 
whichwas with his Church in the Wilderneſs, © 7 2 
being that Spiritual Rock that followed them, COT 


; Rev. 22. 13. 
of m—_— _ mm wt _ as i Dan. 7.13, 14. 
freſhedin him, whois the Rock of Ages, the Mich. 5. 2. 


Alpha and Omega, the Beginning and the , 
End, the Firſt andthe Laſt; the Antient of Dayes, whoſe Do- 
minion s an Everlaſting Dominion, which fhall net paſs away; 
and his Kingdom, that which fhall not be deſtroyed, whoſe goings 
forth have been from of Old, from Everlaſting. Tim. 6524.10 
For he # the bleſſed, and ouly Potentate Ring 0 OE" 
of Kings, andLord of Lords; who only hath Immortallity and E- 
ternal Life; to whom be Glory-and Honour, Dominion and 
Power, henceforth and forever. 

Here now ye have a Deſcription, and that in Scripture 
Diale&, concerning the Principle of our Faith; ſomething I 
have writ asto the Nature of it,. which, though at firſt it cauſeth. 
grief and-bripgs in ſorrow upenthe Soul, yet doth this ſaxromw. 
woxk Repentance, never to be-repented of; after which cometh 
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reviving, ſo that it was truly ſaid, Though Weeping way endure 
15S, for «a Night, yet Foycometh im the Morning ; 
Pal. 30.5. 

for they that ſow in Tears ſhall reap in Foy; 

Pſal. 126. 5,6, : ; 
he that goeth forth Weeping, bearing preciou 
Seed, ſhall deubtleſs come again Rejoycing, bringing his Sheaves 
with him. - And ſuch ſhall ſurely fay, In the Lord have we Righ- 
teouſneſs ard firength ;, for inthe Lord ſhall all the Seed of Iſrael be 
juſtified, and ſhall Glery Linhim)) not in Wiſdom, Wealth nor 
Strength, bur in this, that they kryow him to be the Lord, who 
exerciſeth Loving-kindneſs, Fudgment and Righteouſneſs in the 
Earth, as ſa'th the Prophets, 1/a.45.24,25. Fer.9.2 3,24. And 
If 33-22 this is he whom we acknowledge to be our Fudge 
; ': and Law-giver; yea, htisour King, 'and he will 
fave us; for to this end hath he appeared by his Light in our 
Hearts, and for this end doth he appear in the Hearts of all men, 
that as many as bow down to the meaſure of his Appearance in 
chem, \may thereby ſee and be enabled to forlake their Wayes 
and Doings, which have not been good, whereby they may be 
ſaved fromfin;* and by the ſameſaving Power and Spirit in their 
Hearts, come to be led into the Way of all Truth, which Way 
of Truth is Chriſt, our Mediator and Intercefſor with the Fa- 
ther, through whom man comes to be accepted of God, as he 
cometh into him, in whom alone the Father is well-pleaſed : for 
*tisno other Jeſus, concerning whom] write, but the ſame that 
was born of the Virgin, even the Lord's Chrift, who hath made - 
himſelf known unto his Servants by fuch Peculiar Names, as ſuit- 
ed the particular Circumſtances of their Soxls, and according 
to-their ſeveral. Experiences of him: fo they reported ccn- 
cerning him; 1/aiab deſcribes him to be as the Shadow of 4 
great Rock, in a'weary Land; a Refuge from the Heat, 'a Crvert 
from Rain and fr em Storms, Chap: 4. Verſ. 6: and chap. '3 2. 2: 
Again, he ſpake of his being to his People," 4s a place of « broad 
Rivers and Streams, Chap.33.21- - David calls him; The Shep- 
herd of Wrael,' which leadeth' Joſeph like ai Flock, Plal.' 80. x. 
He alfy calls hin, The Watchman bf WPaet, 'who er herilumber- 
eth 16+ ſleeps, Pſal.-i2 3% Pail Theckoofchiy beirigour 21h - 
Frigfy yea, a Prieft forevev; After #66 Ore any" WY" 
re oy! He .5.6, 
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Heb. 5. 6. And likewiſe calls him the Miniſter of the Sanfluary » 
andof the true Tabernacle which God hath pitched, Chap. B. 2. 
fobn che Evangelilt calls him The true Light that lighteth eve- 
ry man that com:th into the World, John 1.9. The other John 
(or 7ob» tie Divine) faith, This « be which was, and u, and 
to come, Rev.1.3. And now fiace he is come to a Remnant, 
an] they have believed in his Light as manifeſt in them; they 
are not aſhamed to confef:, rhat in the mind whigh gives ;A diſ- 
covery of Sin, to be the Power of God, the Appearance of 
J:ſus, and chat Light of the Lamb, which the Nations of them 
that are ſaved muſt and ſhall walk forever in (according to Rev. 
21. 23,24) Neither is this any new Do&rine, Opinion os 
Principle, other then that which Abel, Serh, Enoch, Noah, A- 
braham, Iſaac and Facob, with all the holy Patriarches of Old 
were ledand puided by, in things relating both to Faith, Life 
and Worſhip : For what cle could be a Rule unto them, in 
matters of Salvation, but this divine Principle ; when as they 
had no written Lzws nor Ordinances amongſt them ? which Prin- 
ciple is Chrift, the Light and Leader of his People, in all Ages 
'of the World; who is one in all, never was divided, though 
variouſly deſcribed; being the fame, who by his Light ſheweth 
unto the Wicked, anJ condemns them for the Vanity of their 
Thoughts ; who alfo by the fame Spirit comforts and conſolates 
his Peoples Hearts, that fo as many as whoſe minds are turned 
' to this Light of Jeſus, and ftiyedinit, though it be but ſmall in 
its firſt appearance,yet ſhall they ſee a growth and increaſe of it. 
Thus Reader, have (according to the Gift communicated to 
me, from the Diſpen'ation of the Moſt-high) deſcribed what 
the Principle of Truth is; which is perfe& in it ſelf, and tends 
to the Perfe&ing of thoſe that are gathered into it. 
And now my former Familiars, Neighbours, Acquaintance 
ani Kindrad in the Fleſh, and all others to whom this may 
. come, hereby I invite you all to turn in hither, even into the 
ſecret of your own Souls, to that which there reproves you for 
your Sins, witneſſing for God againſt all Unrightcouſne!s of 
men, © both, in Thought, Word and Aftion, ſtriving in their 
Hearts to turn them, from the Evil of their Waycs, and from the 
gs nes Ds + Geng | ' Vanity 
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Vanity of their Converſations, to walk in the newneſs of Life, 
that ſo they may be redeemed and reſtored out of their 
fallen ſtate of Degeneration , into the Image of God a- 
gain, which hath been loſt through Tranſgreſſion. 

O turn in, turn in, I ſay, beforeit be too late, leſt you at 
laſt cry with them ſpoken of in Jeremiah 8. 20.) The Harveſt is 
paſt, the Summer us ended, and we are not ſaved: Work while 
it is Day, while the Candle of the Lord ſhineth in your Taber- 
nacle, be you workers together with God; fer the Night com- 
eth wherein no manccan Work; and who can tefl how ſoon the 
Sun of Righteouſneſs may go down upon you, an1 the Light 
thereof obſcure it ſelf from 'yeu : Therefore hear Inſtruction 
and be wiſe, while the good Spirit of the Lord is nigh to teach 
7 6 you;ſeek ye the Lord while he may be found, callye 
Tſe. 55. 6. upen him while he is near, and refuſe not to hear- 
ken to his heavenly Oracle in your Conſciences (whereby under 
this his ſpiritual Difpenſation, he is pleaſed to ſpeak unto the 
Children ef men) left heſay by you, as he ſaid by ſome of Old 
who regarded not his Counle!, They ſhall call upon me, :-but I will 
*- not anſwer ;, they ſhall ſeck me early, but they ſhall not find me, 
Prov. 1.25.28. For that in the Conſcience which checks for Sin, 
and excites to Holineſs, is the Voice of the Son of God, by 
whom in theſe laſt dayes the Father ſpeaketh unte us : Oh be ye 
- perſwaded to hearken diligently unto him: Hear, and. your 
Souls fhall live; and I will make an everlaſting Covenant with you, 
(faith the Lord) even the ſure Mercies of David, Iſa. 55. 3. 
Andthen you will come to know that Faith which Jeſus is the 
Author of, which ſtands in the Power of Ged; even in that 
Power which inables to reſiſt Temptations, and overcome Sin, 
and to get Victory over the World, and the Spirit of it : ſo will 
_you'witneſs a dying unto Sip, and a living unto Righteouſneſs, 
' to the praiſe of his Grace, who is calling of you out of Darkneſs 
- into Light,” that you may be Holy inall manner of Converſation. 

So now ſ11ce God's ſaving Arm is made bare for the gathering 
many People to himfelf before your Eyes; Beware therefore 
left that come upon you, which is ſpoken of ta the Prophets, [Be- 
hold you Deſpiſers, and Wonder and Periſh; for 1 work a Work. 
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in your dayes, which you ſhall i no wiſe belitve, though a man dc- 
clare it unto you. Read As 13.40, 41. | 
But Friends, my Hearts deſire and Prayer to God for you is, 

that you might be ſaved: And therefore have I (is the tender 
Bowels of his Love, which he hath ſhed abroad in my Heart by 
Teſus Chriſt) ſent this Invitation unto you, that ye all may make 
ready, and come to the Supper of the great God, who hath 
ſpread his Table and prepared a Banquet for you, whereof who- 
ſocver will may cat and drink abundantly, as long as the time of 
Viſitation is extended unto you + For this I write in the Open- 
ings of Life, and from the motion of the good Spirit of my God 
do I declare unto ye (viz.) That none of ye were abſolutely 
excluded from Eternity; well knowing that a meaſure of his 
Grace hath been freely tendred to every one of you : þecauſe 
his Love extendeth Univerſally, and he is crying, Ho, every one 
that thirſteth come ye tothe Waters of Life: And he that hath no 
Money, come ye buy and eat; yea, come, buy Wine and Aiilk, 
without Honty and withent Price, Ila. 55.1. Hereis free Grace 
indeed, free Love indeed : O do you but yield your ſelves the 
SubjeQts of his Love, and he will ſet your Souls at liberty, that 
Sin ſhall not have Dominion over you, only obey his Voice, and 
he will ſoon ſubdue your Enemies for you, and remove that 
whichletteth out of your way, and that you may know when 
the time of Viſitation is upon you; I'll leave this mark with 
you, even then when you feel the Son of God knocking at the 
Door of your Hlearts, that he may come in and Sup with you ; 
then I ſay is the time, when the Year of Jubile is approaching 
to you, when thoſe which are in Bondage may beſet at liberty : 
which if you refufe to accept of, and will not be fet free when 
the Year of Gods releaſe is proclaimed unto you, how can you 
expe any other, but that your Spiritual Task-mafter will ob- 
tainleave to bore your Ears to the Poſts of his Doors, and make 
you his Servants forever. . Therefore bow down to Gods Power 
in you, that he may come inandſet up his Judgment-ſeat in e- 
very Heart :ForFor 7udgment faith he,am I come into this World, 
Johng. 39. That fo after you have felt his Righteous Judg- 
ments for every Unrighteous thing, you may find him to be 
near 
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near, which juſtifieth your Souls : and that you may experience 
Chriſt's coming in your ſelves, with Power and great Glory, 
to work Redemption in you, as well as that he hath purchaſcd 
Redemption for you; wait for him (lexhort you) in the way 
of his Judgments; For the Lord s a God of Fudgment,and bleſſed 
are all they that wait for him, as faith the Prophet //aiah, Chap. 
30.18. So ſhall you feel yeur Souls redeemed out of the 
Earth, and out of the Earthly Nature, after which you wil 
witneſs the Peace of God to be extended towards you, like a 
River : But if you rebel againſt him, you ſhall dwell in a dry Land, 
and fhall not ſee when good comes, Howbeit, when Calamity 
overtakes you, - then ſhall you knew that you had a Time, you 
had a Seaſon, you had a Day of Viſitation, in which you might 
| have obtained Mercy; would you have turned unto God, he 
would have turned unto you, and put his fear into your Hearts, 
and blotted out your Tranſgrefſions for his own Name ſake, and 
became a Father to you, and you ſhould have become the Sons 
and Daughters of the Almighty. And now once morel invite 
youall to turn in to the Principle of God, which Gaily viſits you 
in your inwards parts, in order to bring you out of a ſtate of 
Sin and Miſery, and to make you partakers of his Righteouſneſs 
and Felicity : Come,taſte and fee that the Lord is gracious,who 
Tong waiteth upon you, that he may be gracious unto you, be- 
cauſe he delighteth in Mercy. _ - i 
O! come, come away ; haſte out of Babylon, while the De- 
liverer 15 near you; fo will he turn back your Captivity like 
Rivers in the South, and condu& you to Canann, the.Land of 
Everlaſting Reſt, where Praiſes ſhall ſpring up in your Souls, to 
the Glory of his Name, even to all Eternity : and with this Pl] 
leave you, though much mare might be ſaid; yet when: all is 
ſaid that can be, *tis the fecling ſenſe of the inward Operation 
of this Divine Principle, that alone can fatisfaftorily inform ye - 
which that you may Expericnce in your lelves,and ſo be happy,is 
the hearty Deſire of your Souls Friend, who writes this untoyou. 
Thus, having written my Expzrience of the QUAKERS 
' Principle, I ſhall write ſomething to dete& the Erronious and 
Falſe Opinion, that is got up in the Minds of many, concer- 
nirig the Way and Means þy which People come to believe 
therein. | Part III. 
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A Confutation of Peoples Falſe Opi- 
nions, concerning the Manner how 
we have been Convinced of the 


Principle of True Religion, 


Any and vazious are the Reports that have been ru- 
mored-abroad,relating to the Manner & PraQtice of 

' this People in gaining upon others to believe 52 the 

Principle of Truth, which they bear witneſs of: 

The Principle of Truth I callit; for ſo my Soul doth witneſs it; 
although I am not unſenfible, that ſuch who do deſpiſe it, will: 
not ſtick to ſcandalize it; and inſtead of calling it by its true and. 
proper Name, brand it with the exvechione Tins of Hereſie 
and Schiſm, Sullen Separation, and the Effe&t of a Melancholly 
Brain; ſome of whom not knowing the Way of the Spirit in. 
themſelves, - and yet ſeeing the evident Change which hath been 
wrought upon others, by Vertue of the powerful Opera- 
tion - of this ſpiritual PRINCIPLE or POW ER of 
GOD in their Conſciences, they have hereupon confi- 
dently affirmed the ſame to be effeed by the Art of Witchcraft 
and Diabolical Inchantment; which Affirmation, though falte, 
yet may it truly beſaid to have been fixed as a Scare-Crow, or: 
Ghoſtly App rition, to affrighten people from io much a looking: 
towards this Relirion: But albeit it hath been ſo intended, 
yet through the Meccy of our God, there is a Remnant who. 
Fave not beenſo affrighted as40 flee from, but havedrawnnear- 
0: 
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to ſeeand feel, whether there were any Subſtance in the ſame ; 
and ſuch have found, to their ſatisfaftion, That the Subſtance of 
Life-hath lain hid under this dark RefleQion, "which through the 
cloudineſs of the Underſtanding, and Prejudice that hath been 
in the Minds of people againſt the Principle of Light, they have 
envioully caſt upon the Profeflors of it, as the Means whereby 
they Convert and Turn People to it; alledging it as matter of 
Wonder, that any ſhould be ſo flrangely altered, both im Counte- 
nance, Carriage and Communication, and that on aſuddain too, 
(as ſome hive been obſerv'd to be) unleſs 5t were by the Power of 
Sorcery, or ſome Satanical Poſſeſſion : And hence have they mock- 
ed at andderided that Godly Fear and Holy Trembling, that 
hath been made to appear in ſome, when the Terrors of the Al- 
mighty took hold on them by reaſon of Sin, as though this were 
occaſion'd through ſome Frenzy Humor, being the Produtt of 
Natural Weakneſs and Defeft, or elſe produced by the invincible 
force of Magick, Art, which the Creature can no wayes reſiſt : So 
that this hath been a main Argument, why people ſhould not 
adventure themſelves ſo much as to go into, a Quakers Meeting, 
fos fear of. the great Danger that Come ſuppoſe there is, of being 
charmed into that Religion, which Fear hath fo much affcighted 
the Hearts of ſome, that notwithſtanding there are good De- 
ſires in them after Satisfaion in Matters of Religion, and they 
have freely confeft, (even in my hearing) That this ſeemeth to be 
the Way to attain the ſame; yet they never were, nor do they 
dare to come amongſt this people (to wit, the Quakers) for 
fear of being forcibly poſſeſt with the belief of their Principle 
whieh if they ſhould receive, and walk therein, every one 
knows what will follow thereupon: this would certainly expoſe 
them to the World's Hatred and Scorn, which the Servants and 
People of the Lord inall Ages have born - ſo that, for theſe ts 
be accounted Witches is no Wonder, ſince the Wicked have net 
ſpared tofling the ſame Refleion upon their Lord and Mafter ; 
rift Jeſus himſelf, when he was on Earth, was ſenſured te 
work, his Miracles by Magick Art; for when he caſt out a Devil 
out of one poſſeſt, ſome ſaid, He did 5t by Belzebub, their 
Prince: And new, theſe having received Power fxom Chriſt, 
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by their Miniſtry to effe& the like in another kind, becauſe the 
Effe& thereof hath brought ſome into Fear and Trembling 3 
therefore they arejndged to deal with Familiar Spirits, and to 
work by Conjuration : But how unjuſt this judgment is, and how 
groundlels the Surmile, I ſhall notneed to aniwer; let the Rea- 
der but ſearch the Scriptures, and they will give it inon this 
peoples fide, P/alm 3. 10, 11. the Prophet David inſtruts 
Kings and Judges of the Earth, to ſerve the Lord with Fear, and 
Rejojce with Trembling. Philip. 2. 12, the Apoſtle exhorts 
them, to work ont their own Salvation with the like frame. Nor 
was this only their Adyice, but alſo the Saints Practice : For 
Meſes confefſeth himſelf a QUAKE R, Hebrews 12. 21. 
* Habakkuk likewile acknowledges,that | 


at the Voice of God his Belley did Trems- 
ble, and bu Lips did Quiver, Hab.3. 
16. Neither was this their Caſe alone; 
for we find the Prophet Ezra meeting 
with a whole Aﬀembly of them, Fzr 
9. 4. faith he, Then were aſſembled un- 
to. me every one thad Trembled at the 
Words of the God of rae]. And the 


0 * No doubt butHa- 
bakkuk's Cenmtenance 
was altered, when his 
Lips thus Quivered 
for 'tis true what Da- 
vid ſaid, Plalm 39-11. 
When Thou, Lord, 
withRebukes doſt cor- 


Prophet /ſ4:ah points at ſuch as the re& Man for Iniquity, 
Lord's Peculiar People, Chap. 66. 5. thou makeſt his ho 
Hear the Word of the Lord (faith he) ty to Conſume away 
ye that Tremble at his Word, your Bre- like a Moth : If ſo, 
thren that hated you, that caſt you out for why ſhould any think, 
my Navie ſake, ſaid, Let the Lord be it frutis when they ſee 
Glorifyed; but be ſhall appear to your the like Change? 

Foy, and they ſhall be aſhamed. And 
inthe ſecond Verſe of the ſame Chapter, the Lord expreſly 
promiſes, But to this man will I look, even to him that ts poor, 
and of a contrite Spirit, and Trembleth at my Word. ' And in 
Fer. 5.21. the Lord calleth by the Prophet, faying, Hear now 
this, O fooliſb People, and without Underſtanding ; which heve 
Eyes and ſee not, which have Ears and hear not : Fear ye not me, 
ſaith the Lora? willye net Tremble at my Preſence ? and ſo he go- 
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eth on, expoſtulating; the Matter with them; till at laſt he 
threatacth to viſit them, and be avenged on their Nation, Verl. 
39. And ſure ſomething of this Ring Darius was afraid of, 
when he made a Decree, That all under his Dominion ſhould Fear 
and Tremble before the Ged of Daniel, Dan. 6.26. Certainly 
© mnakers had a better eſteem with him, then they have with this 
Generation; the Name being given them, in Deriſton and Scorn, 
notwithſtanding the Poſture 1s that, in which the Servants of the 
Lord, backward from AZsſes, through the Prophets and Apoſtles 
Days, till this very time have teen found. Thus it appears by 
| Scripture,that Chriftians were exerciſed in Fear and Trembling 
(together with Humility, Patience and Self denyal) and that 
not from the Procurement of any Evil Art, but by the Living 
Sence of the Dealings of. the Lord : For proof ef. which, fee 
what God himfelf ſpeaketh of his Church by his Prophet Fere- 
miah, Chap. 33.9. Andit fhcBlbe to me a Name of Foy, a Praiſe 
and an Honour before all the Nations of the Earth, which ſhall 
hear ali the good that I do unto them;, and they fhall Fear andTrem- 
ble, for all vhe Goodneſs, and fer all the Proſperity that ]. precure 
unto it... j | "= 

Thus?tis manifeſt how the matter hath been Miſ-repreſented, 
to wit,that the Quakers are Inchanters,but this being moſtly the 
charge of theRaſh and Ineonſiderate,l ſhall ſay no more to take it 
off, but only add the words of Chriſt, Mar, 10 24,25.The Diſciple 
$r not above his after, nor the. Seruant above his Lord, "tis 
enough thei the Diſciple be as his 1 Maſter, and the Servant 4« his 
Lord; if they have calted the . Maſter of the Houſe  Belzebub, 
how much more ſhall they call themof hi Houſhould ? 

But. there are ethers, in many things, more Sober and Ju- 
ditious,. who yet have not been ſparing in their Cenlures : 
Some of whom have given..qut; 'That..'t#w through C =_ 
_ Cunning Coſuſion, ky -which theſe - Pevple' (the Quakers) gain 
over Proſelites to their Religion : They. are Wiſe, they are Subtil 
(lay they) they have reaching Brains; and ſo they can but Pra- 
pagate their own Party, they will be at any Patns, . ' 

in Anſwer to whom,my Reply is, What Craſtinefs they _ 
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I wuſt confeſs, I cannottell; but what Craft ] have ever feund 
amongſt them is no otter than that of which t e 4poſtle writes 
to tl.c Corinthians, 2 Cor. 12. 16. Nevertheleſs being Crafty 
(fait> he) 1 caught you with Guile: Which holy Ciait and 
god!y Guile hath appeared in them, as they have been careful 
to keep a Conlcierce veid of Offence towards God and towards 
all Men; taking the Apofile*s Advice, James 3-13. Who 1s a 
Wife Man, anderdewed with Knowledge amongſt you (laith he ) 
let him ſhew out of a good Converſation his Works with Meekneſs of 
Wiſdom : So likewitc have they been careful ro obſerve Chriſt's 
Counſel, Luke 10. 3. who there ſaith, Behold 1 ſed yeu forth 
4s Sheep in the midſt of Wolves, be ye therefore Wiſe as Serpents, 
and Harmleſi as Doves. And thus lanitying the Lord Godin 
their Hearts, having a good Conſcience whilſt falſly accuſed, it 
hath pleaſed the-Lord many times to plead their Righteous 
Cauſe, even in their very Adverſaries Breaſts, whereby he hath 
made their own words to become their Burden; and 1hat that 
they have intended to fix upon his People, by which to render 
them Guilty of Deceit and Fraud, hath returned back vpon 
their own Heads, whilft Integrity and Innocency hath becn the 
others Armour of Defence, untill ſuch time that God hath 
wrought their more Full Deliverance, ” 

But I muſt bring the matter alittle nearer, that ſo I may write 
of that which relateth tomy own Particular : This having oc- 
caſioned -ſome to wonder, viz. That 1 ſhould be Decoy's (as 
they call it) after this Manner! for fo ſome have beſpoke me, 
by ſhewing a ſeeming pity towards my Perſon, whilſt they have 
manifeſted Enmity againſt my Principle; and therefore, that 
- they might not bear too hard upon me, they have laid the hes- 
vieft Load upon thoſe about me; Þ as 
if for fear of one,and to pleaſe another, F Who they are that "tu, 
] had hereby prudently provided ro ſ#p0s'd 1 ſhould either 
ſeyve my Superiours Humor : And ſo fear or fllatter,Ineed not 
from them, my Friends have born the name; for theſe to whom 

reateſt blame , whilet I, in part, I write may eaſily under- 
ave bcen excuſed, confidering the ma- ſtard. | 
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ny Tryals, Temptations and Snares, whereunto they reckon I 
have becn expos'd ; which Conſideration of theirs hath procu- 
red me ſome Allowance,from ſuch as are any whit Tender-heart- 
ed, amongſt my foxmer Acquaintance ; therefore I hope they 
will not blame me, if I make uſe of this Allowance, as well to 
ſhew them their Miſtakes herein,as to take off the Unjuſt Aſper- 
fions that have been caſt upen my Friends: Wherefore 1 fay, 
theft Miſtake is Groſs; for any thing of Force - (which is that 
that ſome conclude to be the cauſe of my coming amongft the 
People called Quakers) that I do declare I never felt; nay, 1 
now find it to be Diamctrically oppoſite to that For ndation 
Principle, upon which their Religion is built, which Pr neiple is 
Chrift, the Prince of Peace, who utterly diſallows of all Cg- 
erfive Compulſion, Force, Conſtraint or Violence te be uſed in 
Matters of Religion; and teaches ſuch who learn of him in 
Mecknelſs to InftruR theſe that are Ignorant of the Way ofTruth, 
and then patiently to wait till he inclines their Hearts to walk in 
itz ſo that having their Dependance upon, and ExpeRation 
from the Lord alone, they dare not attempt the Propagation of 
the Goſpel of his dear Son by the ftrength, and in the skill and 
time of man, without being guided, directed and ſubjeted by 
bim, in whom is alltheir Help found: This as to the farſt 
. Miſtake. 
But theſecond Miſtake amounts to thus much, (viz.) That 
What could nt be wrought upon me by Conflraint aud Force, wad 
* . othewiſe attempted to hs axts,ro paſs, towit, by ſubtil Tnſinua- 
| tions, and fair Promiſes, by which (ithath beenſaid) this People 
. uſe tetamper with thoſe whim they Defign to make their Proſelites. 
In Anſwer whereunto I ſhall make this Reply This miſtake 
ts. Obrious:. For Promiſes of outward advantage and World- 
1y good availeth nothing, that can ſtand the'Sovul inftead : There- 
. fore it were altogether imprudent, as well as utterly unlawful 
toepropo'c any.thing of ſuch a kind upon this occaſion; neither in- 
deed was it outward advancement, that I ſought after (although 
this is a reproach Ihave been made to bear) the Lord is my 
, Witrelz herein, who ſubjefted me unto-himlſelf,. and mm me 
- willing 
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willing to be at his diſpoſing, and to have my Lot caft by kim 
The truth is, Corn, ner Wine, nor Oyll did not eftcem, nor yet 
length of dayes to cnjoy them; for (in my folitudes) the whole 
World ſeemed to me asa very little thing ; my Soul defiring no- 
thing but a part in Gods Kingdom, which made me earveſtly in- 
treat him, that he would lead me in the Way Everlaſting; 
wherefore this was my frequent Supplication unto him (viz.) 
O! theuincomprehenſible Majeſty, who haſt eſtabliſhed thy Throne 
inthe high and holy Heavens; yet deft thou graciouſly condeſcend 
to look down upon the Inhabitants of the Earth : wilt thou now be 
pleaſed to Falfir Duft and Aſhes to plead with thee, and to. admit 
Afortal Fleſhto make requeſt unts thee? Then this ws it, O Lord, 
that I would moſt earneſtly tmplore of thee, even that thou wouldſt 
aſt up, caſt up a Way for me, and remove all Lets and Stumbling- 
blocks from me,and mark out a plain Path before me, in wbich] may 
walk ftraight forward towards thy Heavenly Country, and that ar 
midſt the varioms Forms there are for Wor ſhipping ef thee, my Soul 
way certainly know how to ſerve thee aright,and wherewith to bring 
an acceptable Sacrifice unto thee. Sothat this being the Prayer 
whick the Lord often put into my Heart (as 1 then took it) to- 
Pray unto him, when my Soul was ſeeking the way to his King- 
dom, promiſes of outward promotion( had they been propoſed) 
conld not have given me fatisfaQtion. : 
Andas for that which hath been termed, The Quakers ſubt:/. 
Inſinuation, I think it muſt needs intend their ſincere and upright 
Converſatign: For as te myown particular, I Co daclare, There 
was no way by which they did infinvate into me, but by being 
found real in what they appearcd to bez the Heart-ſcarching- 
God having then put my Sou! upon ſearch to- find cut a People 
with whom I might joyn as with a Communion of Saints; I look- 
ed here and there into many Aſſerablies, but alas! ſtill I ſaw their 
Converſations ſo much contradicting their Profeſſions, that I 
- could heartily joyn with none of them: And then as to their 
Principles, ſome indeed I did believe, when I heard them de-- 
clarcd ; but ethes ſome, Gods witneſs in my Conſcience Bid fo: 
teftific agairſt, that them I could not receive... And thus finding 
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0 People, with whom I could joyn-in every thing, I concluded 
my felf to be ſi1gle in the matter of Religion, which maJe me 
many a time extend my Voice to the Lord in t..cſe-Words, Oh! 
my God, upon whom [ have been caſt from my Infancy up. How 
long ſhall my Faith ſtand alone upon the Earth? In Anter where- 
unto (1 muſt acknowledge) the Lord was gracioully pleaſed 
(even at thoſe very times) to {15nifie unto my Spirit, That he had 
many Thouſands (though 1 knew them not.) who were ſincere 
and upright before him, unto whom he had regard as to his own 
Children: But Qt] I over looked this People of whom1 am 
writing j as if it had been altogether unlikely I ſhould find what 
I fought for amongſt them, although Natural Aﬀe on had laid 
a Bond upon me to judge cha: itably concerning them : howheit, 
at length there. was a Way made whereby 1 was breught to 
ſearch here alſo,notwithſtanding the many falſe Afperſions which 
myEars werefilPd with concerning them;For I could not tell but 


little David (the beloved of the Lord) might lie hid "amongſt 
the Stuff, whom God hath anointed to Reign in Self-ſeekir,-/ 


Souls ſtead; wherefore I then was willing tolook amorn,'i 471 
Pcople (towit, the Quakers) and to turn up the foul colZiing 
which others had caft upon them, under which I ſoon ſaw a glo- 
rieus one lic hid, the Form of whofe Countenance was like 
the'$on of God : Ant now having not only ſought, but found 
the Lord and his People in the Earth,in their behalf dofl here ſet 
wy Probatim Eft (1 have proved them) in the par, Yoo they 
profeſs : They profeſs themſelves the Diſciples and Followers of 
Jeſus Chriſt, from whom they derive their Name Chriſtian , 
which Name, though. it were given the Diſciples in ſcorn at firſt 
£45; 21:26. in Antioch; yet did they, and ſo ds theſe,cfteem 
ers 7 £2" it as am honourable Epitaph: And therefore 
"have they laboured to anſwer their Chriſtian calling, with fuch 
a Meck, Paticat, Holy, Harmleſs, Humble, Trembling, Self- 
" denying Converſation, as may be mot conformable to the Pat- 
tern of Chrift Jeſus, the High-Pricſt of their Profefſion - So 
that now, 1iay, upon my ſearch amongſt them, 1 have found 
theſe who are guided by the Principle of Truth is —_— 
BY 
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concerning the Manner of our Convincement, gy 


——_—_ they were called) for 'tis ſuch only whole cauſe I am 
indicating) 'very careful to walk wosthy of their High and 
Holy Calling ; like as they have been called by this inward Prig- 
ciple to be Saints, ſo by it have they led a Samt-like Life, that 
thereby they might reach to the ſame Principle in the Confei- 
ences of others: And by this their innocent Life, I needs muſt 
acknowledge I felt my own Conſcience powerfully reached for 
ſome time, before my Judgment was fully fatisfied; Burt having 
thoſe words of our Saviour imprinted upon. my mind (fohn 7. 
17.) If any max will do his Will, he ſhall know of the Do@rine,. 
whether it be of God, or whether 1 ſpeak of* my ſelf. Then imme- 
diately I conſulted not with Fleſh and Blood, but was made 
willing to give up to the obedience of his will revealed in: my 
Conſcience, and \o I came toreceive the Faith of that Principle 
which the Qzakers do profeſs, and by it am I joyned to them,not 
only in Head but in Heart; fo that this Faith, by which I am uni- 
ted to them,is more then a meer Natural credential, that ſtands in. 
the bare aſſent to the Truth of a propeſition, as propounded 
by man;. for it is founded and grounded upon Chrift Jefus, who 
was the Author, and 1 truſt will he the Finiſher of thefame.. 
But there hath ariſen another Wonder; and that is, That nor 
my ſelf only, but alſo, my Brother and Siſter ſhould together, and: 
that ſo quickly too, become Converts tothe Truth, at this, ſay ſome, 
we cannot but greatly admire. | 

* To which;thovgh it mightſuffice for anſwer,to let them know, 
the Lords Works are all Works of Wonder, and thereforemay 
very well be admired by Bcholders; yet | muft needs fay,. there: 
is little reaton why ſuch ſhould wonder, that true Converſion 
ſhould at once paſs upon three, who talk fomuch of expeRing a. 
Nation to be bornin a Day; ſure if their Faith can conclude 
the certainty of the latter ; they- need not beſo incrediblecon. 
cerning the Truth of the former - No doubr therefore ;but' it 
_ was prejudice enough againſt the Truth, that cauſed famecto lay; 
It muſt needs be Hypocri{ce which brought us all at ence intothe Pro- 
feffron of it. But the Truthis, ſuch neither know how we came 
by it, nor canthey teN what Progreſs wethave madeiinit,: _ 
DE c 
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far any of us do witneſs a real Change; my Soul is made to re- 
_ herein; and for this I bow my Knee to the God and Father 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, That he would proſper and carry on 
this his own Work more and more in every one of our Hearts; 
yet dare we not be found falſe Witneſſes for God, in ſpeaking 
of things beyond our meaſure, or boaſting of that which we 
have not attained; for though it may be granted, we did feel 
an inward and effe&ual Call, much about a time, to come out of 
{piritual Egypt's Land, yet muſt we travel through the ſpiritu- 
al Wildernels, before we arrive at the heavenly Canaan - 
thezefore 1 would havEnone Miftake, ſo as to think, ' that Con- 
verſton is wrought in an inſtant, for.it is a Gradual Work, car- 
ried on by degrees in the Soul, which is net preſently Compleat 
and -Perfe&t; although the very firſt Motion towards it pro- 
ceeds from a Principle which is Perfe& init ſelf z and which will 
in time Perfe& the Soul, as it follows the Leadings thereof: 
But if any ſhall fit down by the way, on this ſide the Mountain 
of true Holineſs, notwithſtanding they began in the Spirit, yet 
if they end in the Fleſh, how far ſoever they: have travelled 
onin their Journey, ſtill may their Carcaffes fall in the Wilder- 
nels, Howbeit, I write this not to Diſcourage any, but to 
Provoke to Diligence, as well my ſelf, as others, that after we 
have ſet out towards the Promiſed Land, and had a fight of it, 
none of us may grow weary nor faint in our Minds, and fo fall 
ſhort of the Everlafting Reſt; for *tis not a bare Convincement 


of the Trath in eur Underftandings, which may produce a, 


Change in the Judgment, Opinion and Profeſſion, that will 
ſerve our turn, without a Change of the Old Nature, without 
there be a Change wrought in the inward, as well as the 
outward man , whereby the Heart may be throughly, 
lantified and made clean, elſe there can be no real Con-. 
verſion; .-yet may we ſay, fince we have felt the beginnings of 
this Work in our Hearts, we have been made as Signs and Won- 
ders in. the Earth; whilft we bave been Weaning from the 
Worlds Breaſts, we have been made a Mock to the {coffing /ſb- 


macls of our Age : But be it ſo, we are not much gy 
| : aving 
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having an Eye to the Hope ſet before us, we do not only defpiſe 
the Worlds Flatteries, but alſo contemn its Scorns, even as thoſe 
Wortiics of Old, who after they were [lluminated, indured a 
great Fight of Afﬀfliions, partly in being made a Gazing-ſtock 
both by Reproaches and Aﬀflitions, and partly by being Com- 
panions with them that were fo uled; yea, though they had 
Tryals of cruel Mockings, yet they eſteemed the Reproach of 
Chrift greater Riches then the Treaſures of e/£-ypr ; For tiey 
had anEye to the Recompence of the Reward, and paticntly 
they indured this with much more, as ſecing him who is Invi: 
ſible; which you may read in the Tenth of Hebrews more 
at large: Wherefore we think it not ſtrange concerning the 
fiery Tryals that are to try us, as though ſome ſtrange thing 
happened unto us; when the Wicked Reproach us, and ſpeak 
all manner of Evil againſt us falfly for Chriſt's ſake z in this we 
account our ſelves happy, yea, we ſecretly rejoyce that he hath 
accounted us worthy to ſuffer Shame for his Name , himſelf 
having ſaid to our Comfort , Bleſſed are ye when Men ſhall 
bate you, and when they ſhall ſeparate you from their Company, 
and ſhall Reproach you, and caſt out your Names as Evil for the 
Son of man's ſake;, Rejoyce ye in that day (faith he) and leap 
for Foy, for behold your Reward is great in Heaven; for in 
likg manner did their Fathers to the Prophets, Luke ©. 22,23. 
$0'tis no wonder that the World hate us; for we know they 
have hated all the Righteous Generations that went before us; 
they were Ccefamed and made as the filth of the Woild, yea, 
they were accounted the off-ſcouring of all 

things, by the Wicked of that Generation, and 1 Cor. 4. 13+ 
ſo are their Off-ipring eſteemed with ſuch -a ſort 

of People even at this preſent time: For the Sced of the 
Righteous have alwayes been deſpiſed in the Eyes, and re- 
proached in the Mouthes of the Proud Ungodly World ; how- 
beit, they have learned to put their truſt in him, 

who bath premiſed ro keep them in a Pavillion Paws 31. 
from the Pride of man, and to hide them from 20. 

the Strife of Tongues : yet ſome there are that P/alr 12.4. 
fay, Their Tongues are their own, who is Lord 
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| over them. And ſuch (I may ſay) have ſorely-railed on me, 


both inWord and Writing, whereinwere Queries, which I 
zhink not worthy to receive an Anſwes , becauſe they came 
from a Nameleſs Authos : Therefore I'll leave them with their 
remote Queſtions; winding up all ia this Concfuſion, Let 
none Ro longer inquire at a diftance after the Quakers and 
their Principle, as Nathaniel did concerning Chrift, Fohr 1. 


46. ſaying, Ca there any good thing come ont of Nazareth ? 


But let them remember the anſwer of Philsp, who bid him 
Come aud ſee; ſo ſhall they meet with fatisfaRion in that in- 
ward Principle of divine Light (and the Profeffors of it) 
which hath made many,and now hath it made me a Spiritual Tra- 
veller for Souls Eternal Well-fare. 


E. B., 
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EPISTLE 


To ſuch of the 


Friends of Chriſt 


As have lately been Convinced of the 


Y Dear Friends and Spiritual Refations,unto whom 
. . by Grace I am allied, inthe Love of Truth'l fend 
you this Salutation : Often "have you been ' upon 
my Mind, long before I found a place to write unto you: For 
though it was firſt upon me to write to my fofmer Friends and 
Acquaintance, ;and Natural Relations ; yet you being* that new 
Kindred, ſpoken of, by Chriſt, Matth. '12: 50. this are you 
nearer to me by the Union of his inward Grace, thanany un- 
conyerted thereunto can be. LG Io ds 
And noy. I tenderly ayimopilt you, That as you arecotivinced 
of the ſaving Power of this Divine Principle (to wit,the Light 
of. Jeſus. manifeſt in the Conſcience) ſee you conſtantly keep 
therein. - For, Friends, let we tl you, 'Here fitth our'Strength 
in theſe Timesof Tryat; herein is gur Safery4his Day of Dan- 
ger; in this you'l be ſceure and quiet, when pevples Hands ſhall 
be upon their Loins, . becauſe of Fear in'the Night : yea, 
though you. may be come but, to the 'Dawtins' of this Day of 
God, where, you can Woew 28 the-glidimcting 'of Its Light 
. 2 ks . - - 
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appear, which may at preſent ſhew you Trouble, and minifter 
condemnation to your Souls for your Evil Deeds, placing Judg- 
ment on your qa, you poſſels the Puniſhment of your 
Iniquities that are paſt ; fo that inſtead of Peace, you may 
have great Bitterneſs ; yet be perſwaded to dwell in the Judg- 
Iſa. 26.8, ent ; wait patiently upon God,who draweth near 
& 47 ; toyou in the Way hereof, and I will. affure you, 
*.* in this Light you ſhall ſee more Light, and in it 
Conſolation and Salvation ſhall be injoyed. Wherefore I now 
write unto you, Little Children (in the fpiritual ſtature, be- 
ing my ſelf one of that Number) by way of Exhortation, To 
Iſa. 2.20 caſt away your Idols,& keep your felves from them, 
(<-> ſayunts them, Get ye hrnee, to the Moles and to the 
Bats: Friends, you know what I mean by them ; turnin, and 
I am ſure the Light will let you ſee them; and the ſooner you 
part with them, the ſooner will you find Forgiveneſs with the 
Lord, for the Idolatry which he hath beheld in them : And 
when your Idols are utterly deſtroyed, then ſhall you be joyned 
to the Lord in a perpetual Covenant, that ſhall never be broken : 
And here wilt your Bow abide inftrength, wherewith you ſhall 
ſhoet at Myſtery Babylon, and ſee her falling down; yea, though 
ber Archers may foot ſorely at you, yet ſhall they not be able to hurt 
you.; forthe Lord (the Help of Iſracl) will be a Shield before you, 
and will turn back their Arrows into their own Quiver, ſo ſhall they 
hang by. their Sides, andftick_in their Hearts, whoprivily inten- 
ded to wound the Innocent without Cauſe: Yet *tis'very likely 
the Wicked will be puſhing at you, and cafting ſcandalous Ca- 
lumnies upon you; in which I cannot but tenderly fimpathize 
with you, having my ſelf arglye fſed thoſe Pikes of the Ene- 
my : ' Renowned Hghe Lord of F oft) the Captain of 'my Salva- 
Hen, which cauſe | ae Fo-warch rough waliantly, and hath alſe 
given me the Vittory ;, o that, thoughTipeak vot boaſtingly, yet 
I can ſay, . The Revilings of the Vngodly do net at all dif-Spurit me ; 
ſor now I can take their Reproaches for Chriſt's ſake, and bind 
them as an Ornament unto me To God be all the Glory,who hath 
raiſed thy Spirit of Courage, nd Chriftian- Fortutude inme, and 
now hath calked me tocall on others to wait upon him, that they my 
e 
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be thus flrengthned with Might in their inward Man by him. 
Therefore wait on the Lord, be of good Courage, and he ſhall 
Arengthen your Hearts; wait, I ſay, on the Lord, as ſaid ho- 
ly David, Pſalm 27.14. ſo ſhall One chaſe a Thouſand, and 
Two put Ten Thouſand to flight (Friends, read inwardly, fo 
you'l underſtand me) I do not mean that you ſhould avenge 
your ſelves on any with Carnal Weapons of War; No, no: 
But as you ſtand and wait in the Light of the Lord, theugh you 
can handle neither Sword nor Speay, he will make you ſhew 
comely as Tirzah, and terrible tothe Wicked, even as an Ar- 
my with Banners : For though the Remnant of the Juſt (as to 
outward Defence) are left this day like a City withont Gates 
or ou on = wy —_— PLOTTING againſt; 

t Goa wi at him, for be ſeeth that hu Da 

burma ind ack alſo given me this Gonfidence of Fain 37- 
Hope in him, to wit, That he will not give his Peo- 
ple into the Hands of cruel Lords, nor ſuffer Men of fierce Counte- 
pence to rule ever them : But they ſhall be as Standers in the Gap,. 
and Stakes in the Hedge (though ſome may be but of tender 
growth) to ſtop the Enemy fromlaying wafte our Country, and 
to ftay the Lord's ſore and terrible Stroke. 

Ah Friends! is it not Pity, that Sin ſhould make an Aceldama 
of our Nation and this City? See therefore ye mind your 
inward Reprover, that ye may be no Cauſe ig procuring the 
Nation's Miſery : You Children of the Light, ariſe therefore, 
and ſhine ; for your Light is come, which will adorn your Con- 
verſation,let. it new appear throughout your whole Behaviou r,\0 
ſhall your Words and AQions glorific your Heavenly Father : 
thus ſhall the Wicked fee, our Rock hath not ſold us ; for 
ftronges is he that is in us, than they that are agairſt us: ſo 
though they may outwardly beſet us, yet we have a Rock to 
helter us, where the Znemy ſhall diſpair forever of coming a: 
us.. Wherefore faint not in your Minds, 'ner be diſconrated in 
your Spirits, at. the Tidings which you hear abroad; but dwe8t 
within your Tent, and ſervethe Lord with Fear, every one in your 
Sphear, ſo fpall you ſhine like Stars in their proper Orbis: Yea, 
though ome of 'us may be but of fmall Magnitude, as in on 
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'Datural Firmament, one Star diffets from anothev Star in Glory, 
yet as we abide in the Fear, being clothed with Humility, te 
ſhall we be: preſerved in our ſpiritual Station, while we are. as 
Strangers and Pilgrims on the Earth, to have our Converſation 
honeſt . and as muchas in us lies inoffenſive.) amonglt them that 
CES... without, that whereas they ſpeak againſt us as 
1T, x2 Evil-Docrs, they may by the Good Works which 
2 *% _ they ſhall behold inus, glorific God in the Day of their 
Viſitation * ſo ſhall we'convince the World of that. Principle of 
Light and Grace, that ſhineth in their Hearts, which if they 
turn in-to *s and obey it, it okay _ ( — _ 
JTG hat denyins Ungadlineſs and Worldly Lixſts, the 
_ 4 ſhould live Ribrepaly, Soberly and Godlily in thu ron 4 
2% ſent World, And bythis Grace-ſhall we be to. thoſe 
about us as Saviours in;the Hand-of the Lord upon Mount Sor, 
as others have been to us when we were in ſpiritual Babylon : 
Thus we being. as a City /et upon a Hill for people to behold, 
this .ſhall they confeſs, ./Versly God #4571 5; when their Hearts | 
hall fail them for very Fear of what Men are about: to-bring to 
Pals - But-would the Inhabitantsof this Idand bow to the Scep- 
terof the Son of Godin their Hearts, they ſhould inot need to 
be afraid of any Tripple Leagues or C enclave Conſultations to to 
them hurt , for yet would Gad arife, and break-ſuch Aſſofiati- 
ons, and take ſuch wicked Wits-in their own Craſtineſs, ſo that 
their Hands ſhould not find their Enterprizes; fo ſhould EN G- 
LAND. become the Renown of Kingdoms, and a Martof Na- 
tions, :maugre.ithe,ſtrength of Helliſh Combinations. There- 
fore let them. that. read me mark what Ifay; for the Lord of 
Hofts hath determined, That the Haughtineſs, of Man ſhall be 
humbled, and the Loftineſs of. Man: fhall be laid low, that him- 
ſelf. alone may. be exaltd.inthu Day : And mens Idols ht will ate 
terly. aboliſh ,, yea, he will: famifh the Geds of the Earth, that 
people may wor ſhip him in his own holy Place, as lay the Prophets, 
[[a. 2. 17, 18. Zeph.2.11. Again, he faith; [ am the Lord, 
that is my Name; and, my. Glory will I net give to another, neuher 
my Praiſe to Graven Images, I[a.4.2.8, Wherefore ſuch whe 
vill not turn. from their 1dols to [crve the living God, fo as - 
* brea 
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break off their Sins by a real Reformation, he will be terrible 
_ them, and will certainly viſit thera with Ruin and Deſtru- 
i0n. 
But you who know the Lord, and are turned in to him, do- 
you put your Truſt in him, who is Prince of the Kings of the 
Earth, unto whom all Power doth belong, axd Pſalm 6 
through God you hall do valiaxtly; for he it is that Jlp-6O. 
ſhall :read down al your Enemies. Friends, I mean 
chiefly as to the imward; yet am I to exhort you as ts the 
- Ontward this day, That you be in nothing terrified by your Adver- 
ſaries, which will be to them an evident Token of Phil. 1.28 
Perdition,but ts you of Salvation from the Almighty, © Gs 
for the Shields of the Earth are his; therefore truſt you in him, 
whole Name is The Lord of Hoſts, yea, The Lord Jehovah, 
3n whom is Everlaſting Strength z who 1s a Strong ane”; 
Hold inthe Day of Trouble, and he knoweth them © OE Or 
that truſt in him; fo ſhall Fear be far from you, 
and as for Terror, it ſhall not come near you: You Meck and 
Harmleſs Ones, you ſhall increaſe your Joy inthe Lord, and 
ſhall inherit the Earth, and delight your ſelves in Iſe. 29.1 
the abundance of Peace; for the Righteous God ig _ 
will eftabliſh the Juſt, when Bloody and Deceitful Jahn 3% 
Men ſhall net live out half their dayes : You ſhall | 
triumph in Chriſt Jeſus, who will make manifeſt the Savour of 
his Wiſdom by you in every place; fo that though you may 
ſuffer, yet ſhall younot diſpair; for in due tim? the Lord will 
be your Deliverer : Wherefore, lift up the Eyes of your 
Minds this day, and look for the Sor of Man's appearing, who 
hath determin'd to deftroy the 4ſar of Sn, by the Spirit of his 
Mouth, and by the Brightneſs of his Coming. 


And new it riſcs in me to write a word to comfort you, you. 
Friends of the Bridegroom, that mourn for his With-dsawing, 
and eat your Bread with Quaking, and drink your ket: 
Water with Trembling, as thoſe who find no Com-  ;, > 1B. 
fort till you do injoy him. 1-2 0 

Wait without Wearinefs, and you ſhall behold his Counte- 
nance, and hear his pleaſant Voice, which will- revive: your 
Souics;. 
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Spirits; but fil be you mindful when you hear things unutter» 
able, that you keep low and humble, fo ſhall yos be kept fyom 
the Snares of the Devil. And Friends, Let no Outward Things 
over-ſet your Minds, but fit looſe in Heart from all that here 
I, that nothing may be preferred like the Favour of the 
ord. 
And you of Tender Years, who are void of Worldly Cares, 
be you aware of Pleaſures, Pride and Worldly Honours ; for 
theſe may be your Snares : I amſenfible many are the Tempta- 
tions to allure you unto Vanity z but as you eye the Lord, they 
ſhall not overcame you z he will fight your Battels for you, and 
lift up a Standard in you againft your Souls Encmies z and Satan 
and his Hoſt ſhall fall like Lightning betore you: Therefore ſtand 
you ftill, and wait for God's ariſing, ſo ſhall all his Enemies be 
ſcattered before him : And he will ſurely riſe againſt our ſpiri- 
tval Adverſaries, and bring them down in us, that they may 
not inſult over ns: For the Lord takes notice of the Kindneſs of 
our Youth, and is well pleaſed to have our firſt ripe Fruits Holi- 
neſs unto him z wherefore he aſſures us, that 4s we continue 51 
the well- doing, we ſhall alwayes inherit his Bleſſing. Therefore 
Iſaiah You Weak and Feeble Ones, put your Truft in him; 
0.20, For he giveth Power tothe Faint , and in them that have 
49:9 no Aight, he encreaſeth Strength. This our Spiritual 
Shepherd hath a tender regard to the hindmoſt of his Flock; 
He gathereth his Lambs with his Arms, and carrieth them in 
his Boſome, and gently leadeth thoſe that are young: And thus, 
as we follow the Sen of God, our Leader, Chrift Jeſus, our 
Captain and Commander, ſo ſhall we become as a well-diſcipli- 
ned Army, marching on in Order, every one keeping our Ranks, 
and making War in Righteouſneſs with the Prince and Powers of 
Dazkneſs; the Weapons of our Warfare not being Carnal, but 
Spititual, mighty through God to the pulling down the ſtrong 
Holds of Sinand Satan, and caſting the Dragon, the Beaſt and 
the Falſe Prophet, together with the ſpiritual Locuſt, inte the 
Bottomleſs Pit, where they ſhall fink inro the Lake of his Di- 
vine Wrath, ſo as never to riſe more to cover the Earth. For, 
Friends, we are this day as an Enſign among the People, expo- 


ſed unto many SpeRators, and the Lord*s Preſence is amongſt 
us 
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us (magnified be his Name). becauſe his Gtory reſts upon us : 
And-as we wait on him, he will appear more and-moxe in our 
Meetings, and cxown our Aſſemblies, and make our Ancients 
Honourable, and our Young Men like E/dad and Hedad, and 
our Damicls like the Daughters of Philip: Yea, though we 
have not all the Gitt ot Frophecying (vecally) beſtowed on 
- us, yet by our upright Carriage, we ſhall every one become 
Preachers ef Rightcouineſs amongft our Neighbours, whereby 
weſhall reach to the Witnels, that lieth ſlain in their Contcien- 
ces, and ſhall cauſe it toarife and tand upon its Feer, and Pro- 
phefie in their Streets; ſo ſhall we raile up that in themſelves 
that will judge them tor their Sins: thap; h the Love of God 
bath tapghtus;to be:kindly-affetionated towards all,- and to be 
pitiful,p0twithſtanging we are grigv'd'to bthold the'tad &-wotel 
Mate of..the Wicked Werld ; yetcan we priite the Lord in Spi- 
rit, that he hath turned us from Darkoets umo Light, and from 
Satan unto himfelt;_and hath madg us turnout back upon the 
Glory af.-the-Karth, | before thus, Day.of Scaking came uponir, 
when mens«& enfidence. init ſhall be ſhakin, ant their Expetta- 
tion, {ron it difappointed,; then fhail rhoſe who truly fear the 
Lord, be abundantly ſatisfied, © pg? LEY 
For Friends, 1 muſt acknowledge, .it often riſes in my Soul 
as'a"Returu of Thanks to, God, . (v:z,) The Remembrance 
which-he. gives. me of the :Tuye-gof ts Love,, even when my 
Sonl: was i: vretly crying, ; Where ſhal, 1 find t!he* Reſt ? Thi 
was the Lord.plcaſed to-bripg me 20 the QU] of tt Hotc- 
nefs, where a peaccable Dwelling/is, an tha 50 before the 
Diſturbances broke out, in'this, part of the World,, where 
ELoriseat; Obs praiſed be Ing Name. . bor now he hath tak 
+HHe tifo hit Family, chad rankesme; to As th pes $ 
of his Houſe, at the Table of-,his Bl log, mheta he feet 
every one with food convenient for them. omaing 
Andnow, Friends,-let me mind .my lelf, and, you, That we 
greatly Love and Eſteem, and in Honour do prefer tho e that were 
in Truth before ws ;, ſome of whom have been made as Trumpets 
(bythe Breath of. the Lord) tg; igung the - Everlafting Goſpel 
inour Ears; and others, on whom that Gift of Utzerance hath 


not been beſtow'd, yet have they taught 'us to Fear God, and 
P give 
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WEE 
goue Glory to Him, by BEEF 
us -- And thus,: reſpeing/tnc 


ple which they have {it before 
as Elders, fo ſhall our Love re- 


gularly extendic ſelf towards all others. I write this to you 


2 Pet. 1.1: 


1 Thefſ, 4. 


4 
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= 
John 13. 
5. 


"Y 


Friends, only by way of Remembrance," as know. 
2 ings.;none need teach us to love thoſe who have re- 
ceiyeg.like precious Faith with us (much les need 
-. we any hymane Teachings,-to Eſteem ſuch at held 

the ſame ancient Faith before iis) Bar we are tm 
| of God to Lots one wnother ;, and by this ſhall all 


- 


s 


orhag tb, ynts'v ed 


men know, that we are the Difcs, les of Chriſt Feſns.'' Thus, as 
they behold our comely Ore7, Whilſt welive in Love together, 
- Children of. onc Hg rd wn _— on _ fo 
they diſcern the Splendor of the Truth to'ſhine in and a- 
mongft = ;even like an Orient Poor! :* Ani (ſhall we be bound 
up together in the Bundle of L6ve and Life in Chriſt Jeſus, and 
thall grow up in him like Willows by the Water: courſes, and as 
tender Plants which God's Right Hand hath planted; and our 
Natural Capacities ſhall be enlarged, and - our-Spiritual Talents 
augmented, . ro /erve the Lord with? — in-oer ſeveral 
laces, where we ſhall be as Lights unto the World whilf our dwel- 
Ig is bere amongſt thew;, & then,having improved our Talents to 
the Glory of God, and run well to the End of our Race, when 
our Courſe is finiſhed, we fhall lay down our Heads in Peace, and 
.hear that joyful Sentenae pronounced on us, Well done good and 
fawhful Srugms, enter yi into'the Foy of Lord; where we 
all receive the End of our Faith, even the final Salvation of our 
immortal Souls, which fhall eternally live to fing and fet forth 
Praifes and Haletvjahs in the higheſt to him that fits upon the 
Throne, and to the Lamb'Chrift Jeſus, who hath Xedeemed ww 
Earth, ynts whom thEPraiſe doth beloag; for the Af; 


Giver forth by one of the leaf of the Flock of Chrif " 
= whoſe ontwerd Nawe 6. 
"i | ELIZABETH' BATHURST, 


! 


READE &, : 

+ Ome Errors having ckcaped the Prefs (moſt of them being 
g Scripture- Quotations) I defire whes thou art at a loſs,that 
thou turn te this Errate, ſo ſhalt thou find what theu look for. 
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